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 1 Monday, 8 November 2010

 2 (10.00 am)

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Keith?

 4 MR KEITH: Good morning, my Lady. As my Lady knows, today

 5 we commence the evidence relating to Edgware Road and,

 6 as you directed many months ago, the evidence will

 7 commence with the evidence from the members of the

 8 relevant families by way of background evidence.

 9 So may I call, please, Katy Brewster.

10 MS KATY BREWSTER (sworn)

11 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Brewster, this is probably going

12 to be one of the hardest things you've ever had to do.

13 If, at any time, you want to break, or if you want

14 Mr Keith to take over the reading of the statement,

15 please just say. All right?

16 A. Okay, thank you.

17 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Take your time.

18 A. I am the daughter of Michael Stanley Brewster who was

19 killed in the London bombings on 7 July 2005. My father

20 was a victim of the Edgware Road explosions. He was 53.

21 I make this statement at the request of the coroner

22 with a view to providing some personal background about

23 my father. This statement is made on behalf of my whole

24 family, including, in particular, my mother, Sandra, my

25 brother, Mark, my aunt, Mary Sands, and my uncle
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 1 David Wall.

 2 Dad was born on 22 March 1953. He was the

 3 first-born child of two. His sister, Mary, was born two

 4 and a half years later. They both had a conventional

 5 Roman Catholic upbringing in Derbyshire. Dad's father

 6 was from Derbyshire and his mother was from Ireland. At

 7 school, dad's group of friends called each other by

 8 their middle names. He therefore became known as "Stan"

 9 and the name stuck. Those who knew him from birth,

10 however, still knew him and referred to him as Mike.

11 After taking A levels, dad went on to higher

12 education and graduated with a BSc Hons in Civil

13 Engineering in Nottingham University. He gained

14 employment in the local government with Derbyshire

15 County Council. Apart from a short break, he worked

16 there until his death. In 1980, he married my mother,

17 Sandra, and had two children, myself, in 1985, and my

18 brother, Mark, in 1988. They lived in Derbyshire

19 throughout their marriage.

20 Dad's father died ten months prior to the bombings.

21 His mother survives him. My aunt, Mary, dad's sister,

22 is married and lives in London.

23 Dad achieved both academically and professionally.

24 He was employed as a civil engineer and, at his time of

25 death, was a senior project manager with Derbyshire
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 1 County Council. His main interests were design and

 2 structure of bridges.

 3 He was very proud to receive a small civil

 4 engineering project award in 2000 at the British

 5 Construction Industry Award for his role as project

 6 manager for the design and construction of the Torrs

 7 Millennium Walkway in New Mills. He was also involved

 8 with the building of the bridges at Pride Park; a plaque

 9 in his memory has been unveiled at each site.

10 As an indication of the respect that others had for

11 him, many businesses in the town of Swanwick, where we

12 lived, closed for an hour on the day of his funeral, as

13 more than 1,000 people packed into St Andrew's Church to

14 pay their respects to him. However, his main

15 achievements were as a husband, father, son, brother and

16 friend.

17 Dad was an unbelievable man in every way. He was

18 such a big character. He was always positive and full

19 of fun. He was a big kid and has been described by

20 those who knew him as bubbly, outgoing, popular and

21 gregarious.

22 There was never a dull moment with him. His sense

23 of humour was second to none. The banter was there all

24 the time. Everybody loved him and respected him.

25 He was a very sporty person and incredibly fit. He
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 1 loved football, supported Derby County, played for two

 2 local teams and also managed a local children's football

 3 team. He played golf regularly and organised golf days

 4 for both the Grumblethorpe Golf Society, which he formed

 5 by members of the 41 Club, of which he was chairman.

 6 Dad cycled 12 miles to work every day and loved watching

 7 the Tour de France. He was instrumental in the

 8 implementation of the cycle lanes along his journey. He

 9 ran the Nottingham Robin Hood marathon and raised money

10 for Ripley Hospital by taking part in triathlons. He

11 would organise walks for his colleagues and even had

12 time to arrange the entertainment for the work Christmas

13 party.

14 It is a real tribute to dad's involvement with the

15 local community that, after he died, local football

16 clubs established a Stan Brewster Memorial Football

17 Tournament, which is played annually, and the pub near

18 where he worked organises a golf tournament in his

19 memory. My brother, Mark, organises a triathlon

20 annually in dad's memory. The money raised has been

21 donated to the local cricket club and the London

22 Bombings Relief Fund. The Round Table and the 41 Club

23 presented us with a bench with a plaque in his memory

24 and a beautiful stone sculpture which is kept in mum's

25 garden. The sculpture bears the simple inscription
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 1 "Stan the man". Dad was such a kind, honest and sincere

 2 man. It was because of his kindness that he met mum.

 3 Apparently they were both on a bus in Sheffield late one

 4 night and they started talking. When mum got to her

 5 stop, dad was worried about her walking home alone and

 6 instead of seeing her home, he saw her home safely. The

 7 rest is history.

 8 There was a sensitive nature to him as well.

 9 I remember being with him watching the terrible events

10 of 9/11 unfold. We were both in tears. He tried to be

11 positive and said we should be grateful for what we have

12 and to hope nothing like that ever happens to us. That

13 irony is not lost on us.

14 Above all, dad was a family man. Mark and I could

15 not have asked for a better father. Mum could not have

16 wished for a more devoted husband, nor Mary a better

17 brother. He was a monitor to my uncle, Dave, whose

18 father died when he was young and it was to dad that

19 David turned for guidance and advice. Family always

20 came first and, despite his work, sporting and

21 charitable commitments, he always had time for us.

22 I used to love spending time chatting to him. He

23 combined his support for me and Mark in our own sporting

24 activities and with his encouragement for our academic

25 pursuits. He was a strong believer in education and it
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 1 was him who encouraged me to go to university.

 2 Although dad did not survive my graduation, I know

 3 he would have been proud of me.

 4 He had had an impact on so many lives in a way that

 5 will not be forgotten.

 6 Dad planned to work to retirement and enjoy his life

 7 with mum, to whom he was devoted. They would have spent

 8 their time together with family and friends travelling

 9 on holidays and pursuing their hobbies. Dad would have

10 loved to watch me and Mark settle down into adult life,

11 no doubt waiting to become an adoring grandfather.

12 Tragically, mum and dad were unable to celebrate their

13 silver wedding together. It was less than three weeks

14 after the bombings on 26 July. They had booked a cruise

15 to celebrate. His memory is, to all of us, a sustaining

16 but adequate comfort. I believe that the contents of

17 this statement are true.

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much, Ms Brewster.

19 MR KEITH: My Lady, in relation to Jonathan Downey,

20 I propose to read the statement of Veronica Downey.

21 Statement of MRS VERONICA DOWNEY read

22 "I, Veronica Downey, state as follows. I am the

23 wife of Jonathan Downey who was killed in the London

24 bombings on 7 July 2005. Jon was a victim of the

25 Edgware Road explosion. He was 34.
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 1 "I make this statement at the request of the coroner

 2 with a view to providing some personal background about

 3 Jon. The statement is made on behalf of myself and

 4 Jon's immediate family.

 5 "Jon was born on 15 March 1971, the youngest of five

 6 children. Jon is survived by his father, his twin

 7 brother Liam, his sisters Mary and Julie and his brother

 8 James who is know as Shay. Jon was very close to all of

 9 his family and we used to travel to Ireland about twice

10 a year to visit his parents. Jon's parents were

11 originally from Ireland, although they raised their

12 family in Corby in Northamptonshire. He attended

13 Our Lady and Pope John Roman Catholic school in Corby

14 which has since closed. Jon and I met in 1988, when we

15 were 17. Jon was exactly 4 months and 4 days older than

16 me. We were both studying business and finance at

17 Tresham College in Kettering. We were engaged in 1997

18 and married in July 1999.

19 "Jon spent 12 years working part-time for Asda in

20 the Corby store's warehouse. Once he finished college,

21 he gained employment at Corby Borough Council in their

22 payroll department before securing a job in the

23 personnel department of the Royal Borough of

24 Kensington & Chelsea, where he was closely involved with

25 the implementation of their payroll system.
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 1 Jon was a lover of music and a big fan of Liverpool

 2 Football Club. In fact, he was a keen supporter of many

 3 sports. He and I used to spend a lot of time walking

 4 together.

 5 "Both Jon and his twin brother Liam were long-time

 6 members of the local air scouts and both received their

 7 Chief Scout Awards. Jon has been described by his work

 8 colleagues as a very friendly and approachable person

 9 and very skilled at his work. He was a big joker who

10 enjoyed winding up his friends. He lived life to the

11 full and enjoyed the day for the day. Jon was also very

12 cerebral. He was very conscious of those less fortunate

13 that himself. At his funeral, friends were invited to

14 donate money to the NSPCC.

15 "Jon had that rare ability to see the unspoken, by

16 which I mean the way he supported me and his ability

17 just to be there without having to say anything.

18 Ironically, Jon used to pick up a packet of cigarettes

19 and announce 'These will never kill me'. He was right.

20 "John's words always came from kindness and

21 understanding, never from anger. He spoke with

22 knowledge while keeping his own counsel. Jon was a good

23 listener and a good friend to people in need, whether

24 they were friends or his colleagues at work. He was

25 a rock to me when I was going through a difficult time
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 1 at work.

 2 "Jon and I were members of the Woodlands Trust and,

 3 after his death, a group of about 50 family and friends

 4 gathered in woodlands and planted trees and shrubs in

 5 his memory. There is a bench there with an inscription

 6 which reads dedicated to Jonathan Downey, 15 March 1971

 7 to 7 July 2005, remembered with love and laughter by his

 8 family and many friends.

 9 "Jon loved working in London and then returning home

10 in the evening to the peace and tranquility of the

11 countryside. The Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea,

12 where he worked, placed a bench outside the Town Hall in

13 his memory which bears the inscription 'Jonathan Downey,

14 15 March 1971 to 7 July 2005, tragically killed in the

15 London bombings at Edgware Road station. In memory of

16 a valued and loved friend and colleague '.

17 "Jon and I planned to move to Ireland."

18 My Lady, in relation to David Foulkes, may I please

19 call Graham Foulkes?

20 MR GRAHAM FOULKES (affirmed)

21 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: You heard what I said, Mr Foulkes.

22 If, at any stage, you want to break or you want Mr Keith

23 to take over, please just say.

24 A. I am Graham Foulkes, the father of David Foulkes, who

25 was killed at Edgware Road on 7 July 2005.
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 1 I have a very short statement about David today,

 2 which I've been asked to give on behalf of the coroner.

 3 MR KEITH: Thank you, Mr Foulkes.

 4 A. David was born after Janice and I had been married for

 5 five years. David was the first and only grandson.

 6 Janet and I both have older brothers who only have

 7 daughters and Jill, our daughter, was born two years

 8 later. We are a very ordinary, average family and our

 9 lives moved along just like everyone's. We have

10 a number of close friends with whom we holidayed and

11 socialised and David grew up amongst our friends and

12 their children all of similar ages. Dave was very

13 friendly, sociable and quickly developed his own

14 personality and style, just as all children do.

15 David and Jill attended the local Church of England

16 primary and infants school and moved to the

17 Hulme Grammar School at 11. David became interested in

18 swimming and squash and became a member of the school

19 teams and, with squash, was a member of the team that

20 won the Greater Manchester under-16 championship.

21 Now squash was a sport that I played for many years,

22 and David and I would play together weekly and he was

23 always delighted to beat dad, which he did all too

24 often.

25 Whilst at school, David achieved his GCSEs at 16 and
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 1 then decided that the formal school uniform was not for

 2 him anymore and attended the new sixth form college in

 3 Oldham. Now, this was an environment in which David

 4 suddenly bloomed. He grew from a schoolboy to a young

 5 man in a seemingly very short time.

 6 David looked for work. He was very, very keen to

 7 establish a career for himself and, as many young

 8 people, he started looking at a number of options and we

 9 were happy to help and support where we could.

10 At 17, David learnt to drive, a further break from

11 the dependency on mum and dad. David, as many young

12 men, soon became fascinated in cars and became an expert

13 in the performance of all models. We bought David an

14 old Volkswagen Polo and, after that, we saw very little

15 of him at weekends. At about this time, David found

16 girls, or I should say they found him, because David was

17 6-foot, very handsome and had a car.

18 I held my breath and had that dreaded man-to-man

19 chat with him. We went to the local pub and I remember

20 coughing and spluttering as I tried to approach the

21 subject. He caught on very quickly and assured me that

22 he knew all about the birds and bees.

23 David developed into a man who knew his own mind

24 and, when he did not know enough about a subject, he

25 would research it until he did. I am extremely proud
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 1 that David was a very thoughtful person who cared for

 2 the people he called friends. In his group there were

 3 two unfortunate people who developed mental health

 4 problems and, as happens, the group moved away from

 5 them, but David did not. He would visit them in

 6 hospital and always kept a lookout for them and, after

 7 their discharge, he encouraged them to rejoin the group

 8 and enjoy a normal, ordinary life.

 9 David enjoyed his life. He was a very energetic and

10 enthusiastic man about all the things that he did. Just

11 a few weeks before July 7, he had started a new job.

12 His career was now on track. He was in a settled

13 relationship with a lovely girl, who we think the world

14 of. She made David happy and that made us happy for

15 him.

16 I cannot say what the future would have been for

17 David. Who could? But I do know he would have made us

18 proud and happy parents. David is missed beyond words

19 by all who knew him.

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Mr Foulkes. That must

21 have been extraordinarily difficult.

22 A. Thank you.

23 MR KEITH: My Lady, in relation to Colin Morley, may

24 I please call Ros Morley.

25 
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 1 MRS ROS MORLEY (affirmed)

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Morley, you heard what I said.

 3 Take your time.

 4 A. I, Ros Morley, state as follows. I am the wife of

 5 Colin Morley, who was killed in the London bombings on

 6 7 July 2005. Colin was a victim of the Edgware Road

 7 explosion.

 8 I make this statement at the request of the coroner

 9 with a view to providing a personal background about

10 Colin.

11 Life history: Colin was born on 5 March 1953 to his

12 parents, Hilary and William, known as Bill Morley. He

13 spent his childhood in Coulsdon, Surrey, growing up with

14 his sister, Gillian and brother Brian. When Colin was

15 11 years' old, the family moved to Leeds for his

16 father's work in the Civil Service. He then had to move

17 house again, at 15, to a house in Liverpool for the same

18 reason. Colin was an exceptionally bright boy and was

19 highly successful academically throughout school and

20 university. Colin and I met through a mutual friend

21 when he was just 19. We shared an interest in music,

22 had similar values and there was an instant chemistry

23 between us. We were both students. I was at art

24 college in London, he was at the London School of

25 Economics. We started living together in June 1975 and
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 1 married in February 1977.

 2 Our first son, Gavin, was born in February a year

 3 later, followed by Oliver, in September 1980, then Jake,

 4 in August 1983. Colin's working life started in

 5 marketing for a book publisher followed by a move to the

 6 Financial Times (yearbooks). He then worked for

 7 a series of companies which included Spillers,

 8 Quaker Oats, Weetabix, One2One Mobile Phones, then three

 9 years at Vodafone, where he was their interim

10 UK marketing director, having worked in their global

11 team and in Ireland for the preceding two years.

12 He spent the last couple of years of his life

13 working as a business marketing consultant for companies

14 such as Gazeley, part of Walmart, working with them to

15 make their business systems more sustainable.

16 Colin was a highly gifted person with a first-class

17 mind and was extremely well regarded in his professional

18 sphere.

19 He considered his family, myself and our three sons,

20 of paramount importance. He shared many common

21 interests with his sons, including football, wind

22 surfing, skiing, meditating, reading vast amounts of

23 books, plus just enjoying time spent together. He

24 enjoyed going to concerts, theatre, skiing,cinema,

25 hiking, football, cricket and swimming, amongst many
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 1 other interests. He and I had a close relationship and

 2 enjoyed a happy marriage that was rock solid at base.

 3 We knew how lucky we were to have such a good

 4 relationship where we each gave the other space but knew

 5 how much we loved each other. We were, and are, a close

 6 family.

 7 Achievements: Colin was a year ahead at school

 8 taking his A levels a year early, gaining several

 9 S levels and getting a place at the LSE in London to

10 study politics, economics and philosophy. While his

11 three children were still young, Colin enjoyed his role

12 as chairman for the local community Boy Scouts in

13 Totteridge, involved in fund-raising with others. He

14 organised a highly successful ball held on the village

15 green in a marquee, raising a lot of money to enable

16 a new building to be constructed for use by local

17 children.

18 Colin achieved great success when working in

19 marketing for One2One, with the highly original

20 advertising theme, "Who would you like to have

21 a one-to-one with?" These adverts went down so well

22 they won awards in the industry and have gone into

23 advertising history.

24 Colin was a much-loved boss, especially at Vodafone.

25 For example, the messages from people who had worked in
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 1 his team in Dublin, Ireland, when they heard what had

 2 happened to him in July 2005, were deeply touching and

 3 proved how very much he meant to them. He enjoyed many

 4 aspects of his year in the role of UK marketing director

 5 too. He loved a challenge and found many.

 6 Another big achievement was his successful ongoing

 7 personal development, including time spent doing

 8 community building, reading up on current philosophy,

 9 sustainability, cutting-edge economics, psychology,

10 et cetera.

11 He had managed in his last few years to successfully

12 combine his personal and work values plus following

13 a more spiritual path, including meditating and an

14 interest in Buddhism. He was always looking for new and

15 challenging inspiration and ideas, including looking

16 into healthy diet and nutrition. He was very successful

17 helping and advising the children of friends and family,

18 talking and advising them on their careers. He loved

19 doing this and, with his guidance and advice, helped

20 many of them get excellent jobs. He was talented at

21 guiding, facilitating and being a great support. Colin

22 was most successful working as a consultant in marketing

23 and business to several companies concerned with

24 sustainability and total corporate responsibility.

25 He forged excellent relationships amongst the
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 1 colleagues with whom he worked. His abilities and

 2 strengths complemented well those of his business

 3 partner, Frank Dixon, based in the USA.

 4 My perspective is that one of Colin's greatest

 5 achievements was to be such a great, much-loved husband

 6 and father. A wonderful living testament to him is

 7 shown in the broad success of his three sons. A quote

 8 from The Guardian newspaper obituary on 28 July 2005

 9 said:

10 "Mr Morley was a father of three, a genius in the

11 field of advertising and marketing and an idealist.

12 Much of his time recently had been spent with the 'Be

13 the Change' movement, where he used his communication

14 skills to unit people to try to improve the world."

15 As Frank Dixon, his business partner, said, in the

16 book of tributes 2005:

17 "He cares very deeply for the future of this planet.

18 He committed his life to working for the good of all

19 people present and future. He is passionate about

20 reforming advertising, marketing and media, making them

21 forces for social good."

22 Personal qualities: Colin was a much-loved friend,

23 husband and father. His personal qualities of loyalty,

24 honesty and sincerity, plus integrity and wisdom, have

25 been the backbone of his relationships with us and
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 1 others outside the family. He was an exceptional

 2 person, warm and loving to those of us in his inner

 3 circle, well-liked by friends and colleagues. He also

 4 had a great sense of fun.

 5 At work, he was a man with the utmost vision and

 6 far-sighted qualities. His mind was incredibly sharp.

 7 He had a fantastic sense of humour. He was something of

 8 a perfectionist, but his character and personality were

 9 generally well-balanced, even though, when I first knew

10 him, he could get quite angry about certain things like

11 politics.

12 He always loved a really good debate, which at times

13 could get quite heated. He was someone who spent a lot

14 of his life searching. This meant he was forever on

15 a road to self-improvement and would give himself a hard

16 time but he certainly never stood still. He always

17 retained a quality of humility. Those with whom he

18 worked were well aware of this and realised he was not

19 only modest about his skills and talents but would often

20 undersell himself, ironical and unusual perhaps for

21 a person successful in marketing.

22 He had a talent for music, in his student days

23 particularly, playing piano, guitar and singing with

24 several bands. Later this was a fun activity he shared

25 with friends and family.
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 1 Future plans: Colin was working in the UK with his

 2 good friend and business partner Frank Dixon, which he

 3 planned to continue. They were focusing on

 4 sustainability and total corporate responsibility as

 5 part of positive change in the workplace. Colin had

 6 also just been offered work as a life coach for a major

 7 firm of eco-friendly architects working as a marketing

 8 business consultant.

 9 He was also a member of the "Medinge" group, an

10 international organisation recognising brands with

11 a conscience that valued ethics as well as profit. The

12 group later marked his contribution with an annual award

13 in his name. He had changed direction during the last

14 two years to do work that was much closer to his heart

15 and he was really starting to reap the benefits. This

16 involved focusing more on the environment and using

17 shared work/personal values in his professional life

18 plus helping others. He had just started giving his

19 time and expertise on a pro bono basis to organisations

20 he wanted to help such as working with Julia Hausermann

21 and the human rights organisation Rights & Humanity. He

22 intended to do a lot more of this with a start-up

23 business in New Zealand. He was also about to start

24 working for a consultant with a company building

25 sustainable homes in America.
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 1 In his personal life, Colin and I were talking about

 2 moving house in spring 2006 to St Albans. We were

 3 looking forward to time spent together to doing what was

 4 important and meaningful in our lives, developing plans

 5 that had recently come into the picture now our sons

 6 were through university. Having worked so very hard all

 7 his life, providing well for his family, he was looking

 8 forward to building on his recent achievements and

 9 developing these further. He was so excited and

10 positive about how he might contribute to helping

11 improve the ways we are living in a broad strategic

12 sense. He was becoming more and more aware of the

13 precious quality of what we often take for granted in

14 our lives.

15 His main future plan was to give his time to helping

16 to make the world a better place. He had a great deal

17 more to contribute in the years to come with a vast

18 amount of ideas and plans, the seeds of which were just

19 starting to be sown. I believe that the contents of

20 this statement are true.

21 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much indeed,

22 Mrs Morley.

23 MR KEITH: My Lady, in relation to Jennifer Nicholson,

24 I will read the statement of her mother, Julie Karina

25 Nicholson:
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 1 Statement of MRS JULIE KARINA NICHOLSON read

 2 "I am the mother of Jennifer Vanda Ann Nicholson who

 3 died on 7 July 2005 in the bombing on the Tube at

 4 Edgware Road. I make this statement following a request

 5 from the Solicitor to the Inquests to provide background

 6 about Jennifer's life.

 7 "Jennifer Nicholson was born in Bristol on Friday,

 8 17 October 1980, the first child of Greg and

 9 Julie Nicholson. Within weeks of her birth, Jennifer

10 had a big smile, laughing eyes and a loud chuckle,

11 features which soon became a mark of her personality and

12 sunny, sociable nature. By the age of 7, she was

13 a devoted, if sometimes bossy, elder sister to Elizabeth

14 and Thomas.

15 "Jennifer, who quickly became known as Jenny, grew

16 up as part of a large, loving, wider family, developing

17 close relationships, particularly with her cousins.

18 From an early age, Jenny delighted in the arts,

19 especially music and literature. As a small child, she

20 was rarely without a book in her hand or song on her

21 lips. Jenny went to school in Bristol. Like many

22 girls, she attended Brownies and Guides. She went on to

23 become an active member of the Rangers, enjoying

24 adventures and foreign travel. Between GCSE and

25 A levels, Jenny underwent major surgery to correct
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 1 a curvature of the spine. She endured this with a great

 2 courage and optimism. On leaving school, she went to

 3 the University of Reading to read music and English

 4 achieving a 2:1 joint honours degree.

 5 "Jenny was drawn to the drama of music and story.

 6 Her early enthusiasm for music theatre progressed to

 7 a passion for opera, a passion which led her to pursue

 8 a Masters degree at the University of Bristol.

 9 "Following her graduation in 2004, Jenny began work

10 for a music publishing company in London. She was

11 a young, talented woman on the cusp her career and was

12 beginning to formulate her plans, which included a PhD.

13 Jenny read widely, became an accomplished pianist and

14 sang in a range of music groups, whether singing in

15 a church choir, being part of a large festival chorus or

16 raucously belting out diva-style with her sister and

17 friends, Jenny simply loved all manner of making music.

18 "One of her favourite musical memories was

19 harmonising with an ensemble of University friends as

20 they celebrated a May Day dawn on a hill above Reading.

21 Shortly before her death, she narrated a performance of

22 Peter and the Wolf, sang in a recording of the Dream of

23 Gerontius and was teaching herself to play the dulcimer.

24 In recent years, central to Jenny's life was her partner

25 James, whom she met whilst they were both in their first
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 1 term at university. In their words, Jenny and James

 2 quickly became soulmates. They planned to marry. They

 3 looked forward to having children. Jenny talked about

 4 her hopes and aspirations of being able to balance

 5 a career with motherhood.

 6 "Jenny was a kind and honest person with a huge

 7 capacity for love and laughter. She had a gentle manner

 8 and always tried to see the goodness in everyone. She

 9 was bright in every sense of the word, hard-working, and

10 had a bubbly zest for life which touched the lives of

11 all who knew her. It was whilst travelling to work on

12 the London Underground that Jenny's life was ended by

13 the terrorist bomb at Edgware Road. Jenny was 24 years'

14 old."

15 My Lady, in relation to Laura Webb, I will read the

16 statement of Hazel Webb, her mother.

17 Statement of MRS HAZEL WEBB read

18 "I, Hazel Webb, will say as follows. I am the

19 mother of Laura Susan Webb who died on 7 July 2005 on

20 the bombing on the Tube at Edgware Road. I make this

21 statement following a request from the Solicitor to the

22 Inquests to provide background about Laura's life.

23 "Laura Susan Webb was born in Kingston on

24 12 October 1975. She was the third child and only

25 daughter of her parents, Hazel and George, and she was
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 1 blessed with a sunny nature which endeared her to all

 2 who knew her.

 3 "With two older brothers, Robert and David, to dote

 4 on her, she had a very happy childhood growing up in

 5 Kingston Vale. She attended Robin Hood Infant & Primary

 6 School where she started friendships which continued all

 7 her life. As she grew up, she enjoyed Brownies, Guides,

 8 ballet, swimming and playing the guitar.

 9 "Secondary education was at Coombe Girls School and

10 then on to Esher College for A levels where she widened

11 her group of friends even further. During her teenage

12 years, she and her best friend, Liz, joined the

13 Albany Park Canoe Club, where many happy evenings and

14 weekends were spent on the Thames. Then it was off to

15 Nottingham Trent University for a hectic three years of

16 work, play and making yet more lifelong friendships.

17 She took a degree in humanities, majoring in sociology,

18 psychology and media studies.

19 "Laura loved to travel and after university she and

20 three friends went backpacking, leaving Heathrow on

21 Boxing Day 1998 to travel in south-east Asia, visiting

22 Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, India and Nepal.

23 "After her return in April 1999, she worked in

24 London as a runner with VTR. It was here that she met

25 Chris, who was to become her boyfriend and partner.
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 1 Laura and Chris then decided to travel for a year

 2 from December 2000, visiting Argentina, Thailand and

 3 Australia working in Sydney for five months. While

 4 visiting Peru, they heard the news of 9/11. Laura's

 5 email of 13 September read:

 6 "'I heard the horrific news yesterday about the

 7 terrorists in America. Those poor people. I hope that

 8 things in London will stay safe'."

 9 Laura and Chris returned home on 5 November 2001,

10 cutting their trip short as they felt very far away and

11 homesick after 9/11.

12 "Back in London, they set up home together in

13 Islington and, after doing office temping for some time,

14 Laura secured a permanent job as a PA in the advertising

15 agency, DDB Europe, based in Paddington. She was on her

16 normal journey to work there on 7 July 2005 when Khan

17 ended her life.

18 "Laura was always happy and laughing. She was kind

19 and caring and could always see the best in people and

20 never had a bad word to say of anyone. Laura loved all

21 aspects of her life. She loved her family, her mum and

22 dad, her brothers Robert and David, her sisters-in-law,

23 Birgit and Bethan, her adored nephews, Oskar and Lukas,

24 her aunts, uncles and cousins. She loved her job and

25 the people she worked with and she loved her hundreds of
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 1 friends.

 2 "And of course, she loved her partner and soulmate,

 3 Chris, and planned to spend the rest of her life with

 4 him. Their plans for the future were to get on the

 5 housing ladder, get married and have a family together.

 6 The heartache of losing Laura will never go away, but

 7 the absolute joy of having her in our lives for 29 years

 8 will never fade."

 9 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Mr Keith. Those accounts

10 were all extremely moving and I think we'd all benefit

11 from a short break.

12 MR KEITH: My Lady, yes.

13 (10.37 am)

14 (A short break)

15 (10.47 am)

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Keith?

17 MR KEITH: My Lady, may I invite you to call

18 Mr Daniel Biddle?

19 MR DANIEL PAUL BIDDLE (sworn)

20 Questions by MR KEITH

21 MR KEITH: Mr Biddle, for the record, could you please give

22 your full name to the court?

23 A. Yes, Daniel Paul Biddle.

24 Q. Mr Biddle, it's quite difficult sometimes to hear

25 evidence in this courtroom because it's a very large
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 1 room and the microphone in front of you won't, in fact,

 2 amplify your voice, it only relays it to an annex of the

 3 court. So could I ask you to try to keep your voice up

 4 as much as you can?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. It's very important that we hear what you have to say.

 7 We understand, Mr Biddle, that on Thursday,

 8 7 July 2005, you had been staying the previous night in

 9 Collier Row. Is that right?

10 A. That's correct, yes.

11 Q. I think you walked from there to a bus stop and you took

12 a bus to the local mainline station, Romford?

13 A. That's right.

14 Q. There are press reports and comments in a book by

15 a gentleman called Peter Zimonjic that you, in fact, had

16 a blinding migraine that morning --

17 A. That's correct.

18 Q. -- and you had not, in fact, perhaps got up at the time

19 that you had originally intended to?

20 A. That's right. I was delayed by about an hour.

21 Q. When you arrived at Romford, were you delayed by

22 something else as well?

23 A. Yes, the automated ticket machine in the foyer of the

24 station wasn't working, so I had to queue up at the

25 ticket office, but because I was an hour late, I was in
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 1 the middle of the rush hour kind of commuter stream, so

 2 I was delayed again queueing up to get my travel card.

 3 Q. We understand from your witness statement that the train

 4 itself was also delayed and it was an all stops train to

 5 Liverpool Street.

 6 A. That's correct.

 7 Q. So the journey was both delayed and took longer than

 8 usual and you didn't arrive to Liverpool Street until

 9 about 8.40?

10 A. Yes, there or thereabouts.

11 Q. Can you tell us, please, where you went after your

12 arrival at Liverpool Street?

13 A. My normal routine would have been to get a drink and

14 something to eat and then go down to the Underground

15 platform, but because I was running late, I literally

16 got off the train, ran through the station, down on to

17 the Circle Line platform. When I arrived at the

18 platform, there was a train there that was already

19 packed with people. I thought, well I'm late anyway, so

20 I let it go, and got on the next train that came along.

21 Q. Can you remember which part of the train you entered?

22 A. Second carriage from the front.

23 Q. When you entered the carriage, do you remember where you

24 went inside it?

25 A. Yes, as soon as I stepped through the doors, I took two
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 1 paces forward and was leaning against the perspex on the

 2 entrance as you actually get on to the train, so I was

 3 standing right by the doors.

 4 Q. Could we have, please, on the screen [INQ10282-9]?

 5 Mr Biddle, on the screen is a schematic diagram

 6 showing the seats and the doors for the second carriage.

 7 To get our bearings, the direction of the train is at

 8 the front of the carriage on the left of the screen and

 9 the rear of the carriage is on the right, and the tunnel

10 wall is towards the bottom of the screen and the

11 adjacent tracks are on the top of the screen.

12 A. That's correct.

13 Q. Can you tell us, please -- although it's quite hard to

14 read the door numbers -- which set of double doors you

15 think you entered by?

16 A. Double door D4.

17 Q. If we could go back one page, please, to page 8 of that

18 exhibit, the Metropolitan Police prepared a diagram

19 based on the written witness statements trying to set

20 out by number where everybody had been in the carriage

21 at the point of explosion. Your name, of course,

22 appears on this list and we can see it's adjacent to the

23 number 13 and you'll see number 13 is next to the double

24 door D4.

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Is that where you were standing?

 2 A. That's where I was standing.

 3 Q. Next to the perspex screen between the door and the

 4 seats behind you?

 5 A. That's correct.

 6 Q. Was the area in that standing area quite crowded, do you

 7 recall?

 8 A. No, I mean, when I got on to the train, there was a few

 9 people on it, but it wasn't overly busy, which is why

10 I had let the first train go and waited for the second

11 one.

12 Q. Do you remember what happened at any of the subsequent

13 stops?

14 A. I was supposed to get off at Baker Street, but I was

15 sending -- typing in a text message into my phone.

16 I was supposed to get off at Baker Street to get the

17 connecting train to Wembley Central but, because I was

18 typing in the text, I missed the stop, but I mean,

19 people were getting on and off the train, I didn't

20 really pay particular attention to anybody. I saw

21 a young Asian guy get on the train at King's Cross, sort

22 of walked along the carriage, sat down, but didn't think

23 anything of it, and was just looking at where I could

24 get off to get my connecting train.

25 Q. Do you have any recollection of any of the people
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 1 standing in the standing area between the two doors,

 2 double door D4, and the top of the picture, double door

 3 D3?

 4 A. I mean, it wasn't a particularly packed train, so I just

 5 was typing a text message, people-watching, as you do on

 6 a train, and not really paying much attention to

 7 anybody, just waiting to get off and get my connecting

 8 train.

 9 Q. In your witness statement, you describe how you do

10 recall the fact that there was a man sitting in the seat

11 on the end of the bank of seats just behind the perspex

12 screen against which you were leaning?

13 A. That's correct.

14 Q. Was there anything about him that you recollect from

15 being on the train itself as opposed to what you can

16 recollect of him having seen the numerous videos and the

17 television coverage of the man we now know is Khan?

18 A. No, I mean, there was nothing about him that made me

19 think he was dangerous in any way or anything like that.

20 If there would have been, I would have got off the train

21 and got help. I mean, he was just a -- he looked like

22 a normal guy going to work within London, whatever he

23 did, and there was nothing that he did that made him

24 stand out different to anybody else at that particular

25 moment in time.

31

Hearing transcripts – 8 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. Do you recollect him carrying anything?

 2 A. He had a rucksack, like a small, black camping rucksack.

 3 Q. Was he holding it or carrying it in a particular way

 4 that you can recall?

 5 A. I remember it being on his lap.

 6 Q. Mr Biddle, not unsurprisingly, the story of how you

 7 survived the bomb at Edgware Road has been widely

 8 reported in the press and around the world and a number

 9 of reports have purported to give accounts of your

10 experience and memories of that day, and in those

11 accounts there are repeated references to the

12 possibility that the man might have been wearing

13 a rucksack on his back, and that is what you recollect.

14 A. I've said all the way along from the very first

15 statement I gave to the police he had it on his lap.

16 Q. Did he have one rucksack or two, or one or two bags?

17 Was there anything else that he was carrying?

18 A. No, I just saw one rucksack.

19 Q. Can you tell us a little bit more, if you can, about the

20 size of it?

21 A. I would say it would be about so big. It wasn't -- it

22 was one of those sort of small camping rucksacks that

23 you often see people that are going hiking would carry,

24 so it wasn't like a full-sized camping rucksack, it was

25 just a small to medium-sized camping rucksack. As
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 1 I say, so big.

 2 Q. Tell it us, please, the last thing that you can recall

 3 about that journey.

 4 A. The train pulled out of Edgware station, Edgware Road

 5 station, I looked at the Tube map which was above the

 6 adjacent door to where I was standing, could see that,

 7 if I got off at Paddington, I would be able to get my

 8 connecting train to Wembley Central. The train entered

 9 the Tube tunnel, I looked round, as I looked round, he

10 looked up, I just saw a quick movement, then there was

11 just a big, white flash, the kind of noise that you get

12 when you tune a radio in, that kind of white sound, and

13 it just felt like the carriage I was standing in

14 filled -- just expanded at such a vast rate and

15 contracted quickly and, with that, it blew me off my

16 feet and through the carriage doors into the tunnel.

17 Q. When you say you saw a quick movement, what do you think

18 was the movement that you saw? Was it some part of his

19 body, or was it a movement in the bag?

20 A. It was his arm, he did that with his hand in the

21 rucksack and the next thing --

22 Q. Because these proceedings can't record what you've shown

23 us, did you just demonstrate that you saw an arm move

24 somewhere near the rucksack?

25 A. That's correct.
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 1 Q. Did you see what precisely moved or whether there was

 2 any movement in the rucksack itself?

 3 A. Literally, as soon as his arm moved, I was outside the

 4 carriage.

 5 Q. Do we take it from what you've said that the rucksack

 6 was still on his lap, or was it on the ground?

 7 A. When he made the arm movement, the rucksack was still on

 8 his lap.

 9 Q. Were you able to discern any sort of expression or any

10 sort of look on him at that moment?

11 A. I mean, before he set device off, he looked up and along

12 the carriage and then he just looked down. He didn't

13 say anything, he didn't shout anything that I can

14 remember hearing. He just put his head down, moved his

15 arm and, the next thing, I'm outside the train.

16 Q. What was your first conscious thought after that?

17 A. I'd fallen out the train.

18 Q. Was that after you found yourself on the ground or do

19 you remember --

20 A. No, I mean, once I'd hit the floor, I had quite a lot of

21 metal on top of me, and it was very dark and very dusty,

22 and my initial thought was "Jesus Christ, the doors have

23 given and I've fallen outside the train". It was then

24 when I tried to move, and couldn't, and as the dust and

25 smoke settled and the noises started, that I realised
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 1 something bad had happened.

 2 Q. We know from where you were, and we know from the

 3 position of the bomb, that you must, of course, have

 4 been blown out of side of the carriage towards the

 5 tunnel wall rather than the other side where the

 6 adjoining track is.

 7 A. That's correct.

 8 Q. We know also from your statement and from the subsequent

 9 medical treatment that you received that you must have

10 smashed your head on a light or some object on the

11 tunnel wall as you were propelled out onto the ground.

12 A. That's correct.

13 Q. Do you have any conscious recollection of hitting

14 anything as you did?

15 A. No, I can remember a strange sensation as I was blown

16 off my feet, and then, when I hit my head, it must have

17 knocked me out for a split second because my next

18 recollection is I'm lying on the rocks in the crawl

19 space between the tunnel wall and the track.

20 Q. In your statement, you refer to the fact that you

21 appreciated that there were flames on your arm.

22 A. Yes, that's correct.

23 Q. Can you tell us, please, about that and how you managed

24 to put them out?

25 A. When I tried to move, I put -- I lifted my arms up
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 1 because I had a -- quite a big piece of metal, I don't

 2 know if it was one of the side panels or one of the

 3 doors, was across my lower limbs and sort of up to my

 4 chest. I pulled my arms out from underneath it, and

 5 there was, like, a bluish flame on both my arms and my

 6 hands which, it went out on its own, it was like a flash

 7 flame, it just went over my body and went out, and it

 8 extinguished on its own. I didn't do anything. Just

 9 looked at it and thought "Fucking hell, I'm on fire".

10 Q. One of your arms, or perhaps both of your arms, began to

11 swell. Did you have to do something to your watch in

12 order to --

13 A. Yes, my -- I had a metal-linked watch on, and as my arm

14 started to swell, the watch was really hot, and as it

15 started to swell, it started to cut into my wrist, so I

16 just took the watch off and threw it.

17 Q. You appreciated that you were lying on the floor of

18 a tunnel, and you could feel rocks and you could feel

19 perhaps the track. Was there anything else around you

20 that you were lying on?

21 A. As I was trying to move myself around on the rocks to

22 try and sort of get up, trying to basically work out

23 what had happened, I had something digging in my back,

24 and, as strange as it sounds, it was incredibly

25 uncomfortable, so I repositioned my shoulders, reached
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 1 behind me, and I pulled out that much of a leg and

 2 a foot.

 3 Q. When you first regained consciousness, or when you first

 4 became aware of where you were, was the train still

 5 moving?

 6 A. It was, yes.

 7 Q. But it then continued to move for a short while further,

 8 did it, and then stop?

 9 A. Yes, I'd say no more than 15, 20 seconds.

10 Q. From where you were on the track, were you able to see

11 anybody else as having also been propelled out of the

12 carriage?

13 A. Because I was on the floor, I could see under the

14 carriages where the train had moved along. I saw two

15 bodies sort of on the floor on the other side of the

16 train from where I was and, where I was lying, the way

17 I was positioned, where my legs should have been was

18 facing Edgware Road station and my head was looking back

19 at the carriage I had come out of, and there was a body

20 about two feet away from me as I was lying on the floor.

21 Q. When you said the other side of the train, do you think

22 the body was under the train or on the other side on the

23 other track, right away on the other side of the

24 carriage?

25 A. Where I was laying, it looked like one body had
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 1 basically gone through the floor of the train and there

 2 was another body, it looked like it was away from the

 3 carriage between the two trains.

 4 Q. Did you try to shout out and scream for help?

 5 A. Yes, I mean, it was -- I was terrified, seeing what I'd

 6 seen, I thought I was going to die, so just screaming as

 7 loud as I could to get help.

 8 Q. Two gentlemen came to help you, didn't they?

 9 A. They did.

10 Q. We know that one is called Adrian Heili and the second

11 one is Lee Hunt. One was a passenger and the other one

12 was a London Underground employee.

13 What did they do, can you recollect?

14 A. When I was shouting for help, there was obviously a lot

15 of noise in the tunnel. I just kept shouting "For God's

16 sake, somebody get me out of here, somebody help". Then

17 a voice shouted back, asked me my name, I shouted out my

18 name, he then shouted back his name was Adrian. Within

19 a very short space of time, Adrian was with me and then

20 Lee appeared. Adrian told Lee to sit behind my -- where

21 my head was, Adrian then lifted the doors off of my body

22 just to -- so we could see what damage had been done,

23 and I just remember Adrian saying to me "Hold Lee's

24 hand", I said "Why's that?", and he said "Because this

25 is going to fucking hurt".
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 1 Q. I'm sorry to ask you, but the metal that was on your

 2 legs was a piece of door that had sliced --

 3 A. It was either a door or a side panel.

 4 Q. What had the door done when it had hit you?

 5 A. My original recollection was that it had taken one of my

 6 legs clean off, and had smashed up the other one.

 7 I later found out that, when I hit the floor, my left

 8 leg had been blown clean off and my right leg had been

 9 blown round at 180 degrees and shattered all the bones

10 in my shins and my feet.

11 Q. Do you recollect either Mr Hunt or Mr Heili applying any

12 kind of rudimentary medical aid to your legs or to your

13 body?

14 A. I had no feelings in my legs whatsoever. When Adrian

15 said it was going to hurt, I just gripped Lee's hand,

16 but I didn't feel anything.

17 Q. Did they talk to you and try to reassure you --

18 A. The whole time.

19 Q. -- to keep you conscious?

20 A. The whole time he was talking, the whole time.

21 Q. Do you recollect the paramedics appearing?

22 A. Yes, they just seemed to come out of nowhere, there was

23 a big queue of traffic of people trying to kind of get

24 past Adrian, Lee and myself to get out. Adrian had to

25 stop them and send them back the other way, and then,
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 1 the next thing, the paramedic was with me.

 2 Q. Could you see them around you in that small space

 3 between the train and the tunnel wall?

 4 A. I could see them moving around and I could see the

 5 high-vis strip on the paramedic's uniform and the high

 6 visibility vest that Lee had been wearing.

 7 Q. Were you conscious while they tried to stabilise you

 8 sufficiently to bring you out?

 9 A. I was fully conscious the whole time until I arrived at

10 hospital.

11 Q. They encountered considerable difficulties, because of

12 the condition in which you were and the place where you

13 were, taking you out of the tunnel, did they not?

14 A. That's correct.

15 Q. In your statement, you refer also to the fact that, not

16 only were you severely afflicted by the injuries, but

17 you, in fact, had trouble breathing on the way to

18 hospital because of your asthma.

19 A. That's right.

20 Q. During your journey to the hospital, you had to tell

21 them to move the stretcher or the bed upon which you

22 were lying in order to facilitate your breathing?

23 A. That's correct.

24 Q. Do you recollect anything about your arrival at the

25 hospital?
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 1 A. I just remember as the ambulance pulled in to the

 2 emergency bay at St Mary's Hospital, the guy driving it

 3 clipped the kerb and I just remember the paramedic that

 4 was with me shouting at him basically saying "This guy's

 5 got enough to contend with, you dickhead, do you have to

 6 hit the kerb?"

 7 Q. You remained in the intensive care unit at St Mary's in

 8 Paddington for many weeks, did you not? Then were you

 9 moved to a ward?

10 A. Yes, I was taken to a high dependency ward. I remained

11 there for five days and was then moved on to a vascular

12 surgery ward where I was there for about another month.

13 Q. Then were you moved to Queen Mary's Hospital in

14 Roehampton for physiotherapy and learning how to walk

15 again?

16 A. That's correct.

17 Q. I don't wish to go into detail into the nature of all

18 your injuries and all the operations that you have had

19 but, in summary, Mr Biddle, is it right that you were

20 informed that, during the course of the medical care

21 that you received at St Mary's, you had a number of

22 cardiac arrests, your heart had to be manually massaged

23 back to life?

24 A. That's correct.

25 Q. You suffered blood clots in your jugular artery and in
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 1 your left lung?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. You also caught pneumonia because of the damage to your

 4 lung?

 5 A. That's correct.

 6 Q. You suffered injuries to your left eye, you had

 7 extensive burns and, as you've told us, extremely severe

 8 injuries to your legs. According to press reports,

 9 Mr Biddle, in the course of the operations that you

10 underwent, did they find, in fact, a small coin embedded

11 by the force of the explosion in your thigh?

12 A. Yes, they removed my door keys, about £7.40 worth of

13 pound coins and 10 and 20 pence pieces, and I've got

14 a 20 pence piece lodged in my thigh bone still.

15 MR KEITH: Thank you very much for coming to give evidence.

16 Will you stay there?

17 A. Yes.

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Are there any questions for

19 Mr Biddle? Yes, Ms Gallagher?

20 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

21 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Biddle, I represent four of the bereaved

22 families at Edgware Road. I've just got a few short

23 questions, because Mr Keith has covered quite a few of

24 them.

25 The first thing I just want to ask you about is the
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 1 location of Khan himself prior to the explosion. Today

 2 in evidence to Mr Keith you confirmed, I think, that

 3 Khan was sitting at the end of the bank of seats, the

 4 bank of four seats?

 5 A. He was sitting in the third seat from the end. There

 6 was one empty seat and then he was sitting.

 7 Q. Certainly. The reference I had was page 31, lines 10 to

 8 14. I was just going to clarify whether you meant the

 9 end seat or the third from the end.

10 So, in fact, in that diagram which we had up

11 earlier, which is [INQ10282-8], which locates Khan at

12 position 10, the third in the bank of four seats, that's

13 correct?

14 A. That's correct, yes.

15 Q. We've heard reference by Mr Keith to the fact that

16 you've given a number of media interviews and your

17 account has been widely reported. There was a report in

18 The Daily Mirror in September 2005 which described you

19 as saying, quoting from you apparently, that you were

20 about ten feet away from Khan at the time of the

21 explosion. Was that an accurate account of what you

22 said?

23 A. Yes, I mean, with the angle that I was standing at, it

24 would make it, I'd say, 6 to 10 feet between me and him.

25 Q. But you think that that diagram is accurate where it
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 1 places you as number 13 in that diagram --

 2 A. I mean, I would say I was probably standing --

 3 Q. -- and Khan as number 10?

 4 A. -- a bit closer to the edge of the perspex screen with

 5 the yellow bar that you would hold, I was kind of

 6 leaning against that section of it.

 7 Q. So you were a little further forward?

 8 A. Further forward, yes.

 9 Q. More towards where the man marked as number 14 is?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. Just one final short question. There's been

12 a suggestion by some other individuals that Khan may not

13 have been alone. You obviously saw him prior to the

14 explosion. Are you certain he was alone?

15 A. There was nobody else sitting with him. He was sitting

16 on his own.

17 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you.

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Very grateful, thank you,

19 Ms Gallagher. Mr Saunders?

20 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

21 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Biddle, I will be equally short. You have

22 described to Mr Keith seeing Khan's arm moving quickly.

23 In your statement in December I think you gave a little

24 more detail where you thought you'd seen him with

25 a white cord at the rucksack?
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 1 A. That's correct.

 2 Q. That's what you thought was being pulled?

 3 A. That's what it looked like. As he pulled his arm,

 4 that's what it looked like he was holding, but

 5 I couldn't ascertain if that was from inside the bag or

 6 part of the bag.

 7 Q. You also described those two men that came to help,

 8 Adrian and Lee. I think it was right that, again, your

 9 recollection, as best it was in December, was that one

10 or both had applied a tourniquet?

11 A. That's correct.

12 Q. Do you remember which it was?

13 A. It was Adrian.

14 MR SAUNDERS: Thank you very much. Thank you very much,

15 Mr Biddle.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Ms Canby?

17 Questions by MS CANBY

18 MS CANBY: Mr Biddle, just one question on behalf of

19 Transport for London. We've heard of the assistance

20 that you've been given by Lee Hunt and Adrian Heili.

21 Can we just confirm that it was Lee Hunt who was the

22 London Underground employee?

23 A. That's correct, yes.

24 MS CANBY: Thank you.

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Ms Simcock?
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 1 Questions by MS SIMCOCK

 2 MS SIMCOCK: Thank you, my Lady. Mr Biddle, do you remember

 3 how many paramedics initially arrived?

 4 A. With me, the only one I can remember straight away was

 5 Graham Baker, the first paramedic that was with me.

 6 Q. I'm grateful. That was what my next question was going

 7 to be, if you could remember his name.

 8 Could it be that two paramedics arrived initially,

 9 Graham Baker stayed with you and one went on towards the

10 train, or did you just not see?

11 A. I really don't know. I mean, the only person I saw was

12 Graham and he was with me.

13 Q. Do you remember him giving you various treatment on the

14 track?

15 A. I remember being jostled around and moved around, but

16 I mean, I don't know what he did or what he didn't do.

17 Q. Do you remember an oxygen mask being put on you?

18 A. Yes, because I kept taking it off.

19 Q. And an intravenous drip put up?

20 A. I saw something being carried, but I didn't know it had

21 been actually put into me.

22 Q. Do you remember being given an injection for pain

23 relief?

24 A. No.

25 Q. Once you were in the ambulance, were you also being
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 1 given oxygen?

 2 A. That's what I was arguing with them about. Because my

 3 face had been burnt, I kept taking the mask off.

 4 Q. Yes. Do you remember various checks being made, such as

 5 your blood pressure being taken?

 6 A. Yes, I mean, there were so many different things, Graham

 7 was running round the ambulance all over the place,

 8 there were so many different things going on. What it

 9 was, I really couldn't tell you.

10 Q. It was Graham Baker who stayed with you in the ambulance

11 as well?

12 A. He did, yes.

13 MS SIMCOCK: I'm very grateful, thank you.

14 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Are there any more questions for

15 Mr Biddle?

16 Mr Biddle, thank you very much indeed. Those are

17 all the questions. The words "if only" must resound in

18 the minds of so many survivors and families. Given the

19 large number of factors that combined to put you on that

20 train, I pray they don't haunt you. You have suffered

21 so much and your survival is inspirational, so I hope

22 that we have not added to any great extent by asking you

23 to come along and give evidence, and thank you very much

24 for doing so.

25 A. Thank you.
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 1 MR KEITH: Thank you very much, Mr Biddle.

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: We'll take a break.

 3 (11.15 am)

 4 (A short break)

 5 (11.30 am)

 6 MR KEITH: My Lady, I invite you to call Adrian Heili,

 7 please. If you could stay there and take the oath.

 8 MR ADRIAN HEILI (sworn)

 9 Questions by MR KEITH

10 MR KEITH: Could you give the court your full name, please,

11 for the record?

12 A. Adrian Heili.

13 Q. Mr Heili, I'd like to ask you first, please, something

14 about your military experience, because it becomes

15 relevant to the assistance that you were able to offer

16 on the morning of 7 July 2005.

17 Did you complete compulsory national service in

18 Austria?

19 A. Correct.

20 Q. How long was that for?

21 A. Eight months' national service and then a further eight

22 months in Kosovo.

23 Q. You joined, in fact, the Austrian army after your

24 national service was complete?

25 A. No, it was national service and then straight on into
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 1 Kosovo.

 2 Q. It was straight on into Kosovo. How long did you stay

 3 in Kosovo?

 4 A. Six months.

 5 Q. What did you do after you left Kosovo?

 6 A. I left Kosovo and I travelled.

 7 Q. While you were in Kosovo, did you see military action?

 8 A. Correct.

 9 Q. Without giving us too many details of what might be

10 sensitive material, could you give us a broad outline of

11 the nature of the duties that you undertook in Kosovo?

12 A. I was part of the protection service as well as driver

13 for the national contingent commander at the time.

14 Q. Did you, in the course of your duties in Kosovo, spend

15 some time, albeit on an informal basis, with the

16 Explosive Ordinance Disposal Unit?

17 A. Correct.

18 Q. After you went travelling, did you go back to Kosovo?

19 A. Correct.

20 Q. Did you go back in the same sort of capacity?

21 A. Yes, it was on a request from my battalion commander who

22 I was with during my national service.

23 Q. In the course of your duties with the Austrian army, did

24 you gain some knowledge of first aid and assisting

25 battlefield casualties?
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 1 A. Correct.

 2 Q. On Thursday, 7 July 2005, you were travelling, I think,

 3 from Harrow-on-the-Hill to Baker Street via Wembley.

 4 A. Correct. It wasn't Baker Street, I was travelling

 5 towards High Street Kensington.

 6 Q. You were travelling towards High Street Kensington.

 7 When you arrived in Central London, where did you go?

 8 A. I arrived and I got straight on to the train to High

 9 Street Kensington.

10 Q. So the westbound Circle Line train?

11 A. Correct, yes, sorry.

12 Q. Do you recall which carriage you entered?

13 A. Third carriage.

14 Q. There was a stop after your entrance on to the carriage

15 at Edgware Road?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. Do you recollect anything about the flows of people on

18 and off the train at that stage?

19 A. No, I don't. There was quite a few people there,

20 probably around about 50, 60 people on the platform,

21 just waiting for the next train, as you normally do.

22 Q. The train moved off?

23 A. Correct.

24 Q. Can you tell us, please, what happened next?

25 A. From where? From Edgware Road or --
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 1 Q. From Edgware Road.

 2 A. Doors closed, everyone was seated reading newspapers.

 3 Probably about 45 seconds into the journey there was

 4 a large explosion. The train actually shook. There was

 5 a bright light and it seemed to be flames coming down

 6 the wall side of the carriage, and then, all of

 7 a sudden, it started to fill with smoke.

 8 Q. When you say the wall side of the carriage, do you mean

 9 that side of the carriage that was nearest to the tunnel

10 wall?

11 A. Yes, correct.

12 Q. Could we please have on the screen exhibit [INQ10282-9]?

13 This is a diagram, Mr Heili, of the second carriage,

14 the carriage that contained the bomb. To get our

15 bearings, if you look at the page, the front of the

16 train is towards the left and the rear of the train is

17 towards the right, so you were towards the right because

18 you were in the third carriage.

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. The tunnel wall is to the bottom of the page, and the

21 adjacent track is on the top of the page.

22 A. Correct.

23 Q. So you recollect light or flame or explosive light

24 coming down the tunnel side, the bottom side of the

25 carriage --
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 1 A. Correct.

 2 Q. -- down towards the third carriage where you were?

 3 A. Down towards the third carriage. I would say it passed

 4 the third carriage and probably continued to the fourth

 5 carriage.

 6 Q. Is it because of the movement of that light or flame

 7 that you say in your statement that the explosive, or

 8 whatever had happened, appeared to have taken place

 9 towards the front of the train? Was there anything

10 distinctive about the smell?

11 A. With previous experience with exposives, you smell --

12 there's a similar smell to burnt fuses. Also, with all

13 the damage of the train and the electrical, there was

14 a very strong smell similar to a burnt fuse.

15 Q. What was the effect on the passengers in your carriage?

16 A. There was a sudden scream, but everything got quiet as

17 soon as the carriage started to fill with smoke. I was

18 well impressed with the passengers on the train. They

19 all got on the floor and we just waited for the train to

20 come to a standstill.

21 Q. It's impossible to give any kind of indication of the

22 amount of time, this time after the events in question,

23 but did it appear to you that the train continued to

24 move for quite some time or did it come to a halt

25 abruptly?
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 1 A. I wouldn't say abruptly, probably about five seconds,

 2 maybe. Maybe shorter. I definitely noticed that the

 3 train was still moving after, when the carriage had

 4 filled with smoke.

 5 Q. Do you recollect whether the lights in the carriage

 6 stayed on or not?

 7 A. No, they went off and I believe the emergency lighting

 8 system came on after that.

 9 Q. Do you know what that consisted of? Was it the same

10 lights on an intermittent basis or only some of them

11 coming on?

12 A. Some of them coming on, but they were very intermittent,

13 they were going on and off.

14 Q. What could you hear?

15 A. I think it was more confusion with the people inside the

16 carriage and then I heard screaming from both the

17 outside of the carriage and within the carriage, coming

18 from the direction of the second carriage.

19 Q. Before we turn to examine the source of the screaming,

20 do you recollect there being another train in the

21 tunnel?

22 A. Yes, I could see the lights.

23 Q. Did it stop adjacent to where you were?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. As we've explored already, looking again at the diagram

53

Hearing transcripts – 8 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 at [INQ10282-9], it was the train going, as we can look at

 2 that page, from left to right --

 3 A. Correct.

 4 Q. -- on the track adjacent to the carriage?

 5 A. Correct.

 6 Q. Do you recollect where the driver's cab stopped on the

 7 other train?

 8 A. No, I don't.

 9 Q. You don't know whether it continued on well past your

10 carriage 3 or whether it stopped adjacent to your

11 carriage?

12 A. I have no recollection of that.

13 Q. If you could look, please, at page [INQ10282-10], you will

14 see there again a different diagram, but it's one that

15 shows the carriages, all the carriages from 1 to 6 of

16 the train. You were in the third carriage?

17 A. Correct.

18 Q. The train, of course, moved on, as you've told us, past

19 the point of the explosion, which is why the red

20 carriage, which is the bombed carriage, carriage 2, was

21 behind carriage 3 when you finally stopped.

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Because, of course, the train moved on.

24 Can you tell us, please, where you think the sound

25 of the screaming was coming from?
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 1 A. The loudest screaming that I could attain at that moment

 2 was coming from the inside of the wall between the

 3 carriage, the third carriage, and the wall, that was

 4 Mr Biddle. There was also screaming coming from the

 5 second carriage further up and alongside, I would say,

 6 in between the two trains.

 7 Q. So what did you do?

 8 A. When the train had come to a standstill, the carriage

 9 was full of smoke. With my medical training, I was

10 instructing people on the carriage to cover their mouths

11 with either T-shirts or jackets or some sort of material

12 to filter out the pollutants in the air.

13 Q. Were you able to get out of the carriage?

14 A. No, I was not able to get out. The doors were locked.

15 I could hear Mr Biddle screaming as well as other

16 people. Mr Biddle was my major concern because he was

17 the closest person to me at the time. After talking to

18 him between the carriage, the third and fourth carriage

19 door, I attained that he was on the inside of the wall.

20 I then proceeded to the back of the train. While going

21 through the carriages, there were people looking around

22 and asking questions. As moving through, carriages were

23 still filled with smoke, I was instructing people to

24 cover their mouths and to wait for the

25 London Underground staff to come.
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 1 Q. Were you able to see Mr Biddle at this stage?

 2 A. No.

 3 Q. Was it a question of walking through the third carriage

 4 and trying to get to the spot closest to where the noise

 5 of his screaming was coming from in order to be able to

 6 communicate with him?

 7 A. Correct.

 8 Q. Did you have any type of communication with him at that

 9 point?

10 A. Just verbal, talking between -- like I said, between the

11 gaps between the third and the fourth carriage. I left

12 Mr Biddle. There was a gentleman and a lady who was

13 still talking to him. I requested that they carry on

14 talking to him, so when I got out of the train at the

15 rear of the train, once I was let go by the

16 London Underground staff after I had made them aware

17 that I was medically trained and there was an injured

18 person on the tracks, I made my way along the inside,

19 towards the oncoming train.

20 Q. We know now, of course, the gentleman was Mr Biddle?

21 A. Correct.

22 Q. Was he able to give you his name when you were talking

23 to him from inside the third carriage?

24 A. That's correct.

25 Q. Before we turn to Mr Biddle, did you speak to
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 1 London Underground staff at the end of the train when

 2 you'd walked down to the end?

 3 A. Correct. We couldn't get through the door leading into

 4 the driver's cabin. We had to wait for

 5 London Underground to actually open the doors from the

 6 driver's side. We tried to break the handle, the

 7 covering glass, to get in, but we couldn't. When the

 8 gentleman opened the door, I made myself aware -- I made

 9 it aware to him that I was medically trained and there

10 was a gentleman trapped. He -- I think there was shock

11 on his side, he refused to let me out and I persuaded

12 him to let me out. He gave me his orange jacket and

13 then I made my way on to the tracks.

14 Q. Did he say why he didn't wish you to get out of the

15 train?

16 A. I think he was just under shock. He was worried about

17 people getting off onto the electrical tracks, until

18 they had been isolated.

19 Q. In your statement, you describe how you walk along the

20 eastbound track towards the damaged train, so back on

21 the other track, but Mr Biddle, of course, was on the

22 other side of the train between the train and the

23 carriage wall, so when you'd walked up the track, how

24 did you get to him?

25 A. As I walked towards the lights of the oncoming
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 1 vehicle -- the oncoming train, there was a gentleman

 2 standing where Mr Biddle -- which -- I presume where

 3 Mr Biddle's location was, while walking up to the lights

 4 to -- at that time was Lee Hunt. I noticed a body that

 5 was on the tracks.

 6 Q. With the diagram still on the screen, can you tell us,

 7 please, where you think the body was that you saw on the

 8 track?

 9 A. It was approximately 10 metres in front of the eastbound

10 train lying across the tracks, it had been burnt.

11 Q. You'll see on the diagram, Mr Heili, a red dot

12 indicating, certainly based on the witness statements

13 available to her Ladyship, the assessment as to the

14 approximate position of Jennifer Nicholson?

15 A. Yes, that's correct.

16 Q. Does that appear to you to be broadly the same area as

17 that which you've indicated to us?

18 A. I would say probably -- yes. That's the location, rough

19 location, yes.

20 Q. May I ask you, please, about what you recollect of the

21 person whom you saw on the track?

22 A. To be honest with you, I couldn't distinguish if it was

23 male or female, the body had been burnt, must have

24 landed on a live track. I didn't -- as I say, I don't

25 know if it was a male or female, but --
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 1 Q. You didn't approach the person?

 2 A. No, because there was no movement and I assume there was

 3 no chance the person had landed there, there was no

 4 movement as well or anything.

 5 Q. Because there was no movement, did it seem to you that

 6 there was nothing that you could have done?

 7 A. That's correct.

 8 Q. As somebody experienced in the provision of medical aid

 9 on the battlefield, the most important thing at that

10 point was to tend to those who were plainly still alive?

11 A. Correct. It's the hardest decision I've had to make,

12 where you do triage and you have to distinguish who you

13 can save and who you can't save.

14 Q. Having walked up then to the front of the other train,

15 and realising that Mr Biddle was on the other side of

16 the bombed carriage towards the tunnel wall, what did

17 you do then?

18 A. I ascertained the location of Mr Biddle. Mr Lee Hunt

19 said "This is the rough location". He walked alongside

20 the carriage up to the front of the eastbound train. My

21 priority was to get to Mr Biddle, so I climbed

22 underneath the train and, as I did, and I got between

23 the tracks under the train, then I felt on the floor

24 a very thick liquid, which I later attained was blood

25 that I'd crawled through.
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 1 Q. Did you have a torch with you or anything similar?

 2 A. Not at that time.

 3 Q. Can you indicate, please, on the diagram for us or,

 4 rather, tell us with the use of the diagram which part

 5 of the train you think you crawled under?

 6 A. It was definitely under one of the carriages.

 7 Q. Did you have to go diagonally from the front of the

 8 other train under what we now know to be the fourth

 9 carriage, or did you go straight across towards the

10 tunnel or straight down the diagram in a sense under the

11 fifth carriage?

12 A. It was underneath carriage 4.

13 Q. When you came up the other side on the tunnel wall side

14 of the carriage, was anybody there?

15 A. I could see Mr Hunt making his way towards Danny Biddle

16 and I could see Danny on the floor.

17 Q. Were you immediately able to ascertain that he had

18 suffered extremely severe injuries?

19 A. Not at walking up to him, but once actually getting to

20 him, talking to him, I noticed that he had a big gash on

21 his head, and there was a carriage door or side, one of

22 the side panels of the door of the carriage on top of

23 him.

24 Q. Was he lucid?

25 A. Yes, he was.
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 1 Q. And able to tell you something of what he had

 2 remembered?

 3 A. I asked him his name, I asked him if he was all right,

 4 and he gave me all the answers correct.

 5 Q. You describe in your statement how you saw people coming

 6 from the direction of the front carriages of the train

 7 walking along the track towards you.

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Were those people coming between the carriage and the

10 tunnel wall?

11 A. Correct.

12 Q. Could you give us some idea, please, of the amount of

13 width of that gap?

14 A. I would say approximately maybe 45 centimetres across

15 between the carriage wall or the carriage and the wall.

16 But there was also cabling and wires.

17 Q. Because of Mr Biddle's position, presumably it was very

18 difficult for the people coming down the carriage

19 between the carriage and the tunnel wall, to get past

20 him and you.

21 A. Correct.

22 Q. Did you let them get past?

23 A. I stopped people because Mr Biddle was lying right

24 across that area, they would have had to step over

25 Mr Biddle, it would have put -- what medical training
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 1 I had into action, it would have put that at risk in

 2 trying to assist Mr Biddle. Once I had completed and

 3 stabilised Mr Biddle, I requested that anyone that was

 4 severely injured to walk towards me and I assisted them

 5 with -- there was burns, scratches, lacerations, face

 6 lacerations, hand lacerations, someone came with

 7 a broken arm and which I put into a sling.

 8 Q. How did you stabilise Mr Biddle?

 9 A. Once I had attained that Mr Biddle was lucid, he was

10 able to talk to me, I went through the basics, ABCs.

11 I noticed he was -- there was a carriage on top of him.

12 I lifted the carriage and removed it. I noticed that

13 Mr Biddle was missing a leg. There was also blood

14 coming out of his femoral artery, which I closed with

15 my -- between my thumb and forefinger.

16 Q. The femoral artery is which major artery?

17 A. The femoral artery is the major artery on the inside of

18 the leg.

19 Q. Were you able to do anything else about the flow of

20 blood from his leg?

21 A. Yes, I put my -- I used my belt as a tourniquet on it to

22 restrict blood flow, and then I looked at the other leg.

23 The other leg had been severely damaged on the lower

24 shin area, his foot was only held on by tendons, there

25 was no bone or anything like that, it was just skin and
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 1 tendons. I used my shirt, which was a blue shirt, at

 2 the time, to create a secondary tourniquet and put it

 3 around that leg because there was severe blood loss from

 4 there as well.

 5 Q. Were you able to do anything about the wound to the

 6 head?

 7 A. We put gauze on it that was given to me in the first aid

 8 box.

 9 Q. May we presume that the first aid box was handed to you

10 by a member of London Underground staff?

11 A. Correct.

12 Q. How long after the point at which you had first reached

13 Mr Biddle did the first aid box get handed to you?

14 A. Maybe five minutes because, as I was walking up to the

15 train, I requested that they please bring me any first

16 aid equipment that they had.

17 Q. Other than the gentleman who was at the end of the train

18 to whom you'd spoken, the driver, was there anybody else

19 from London Underground or any other emergency services

20 present on the track as you walked back down?

21 A. In what regard?

22 Q. Well, could you see anybody else from the emergency

23 services? Was there anybody walking down the track

24 towards the other train as you had?

25 A. Like I said, there were two people at the front of the
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 1 vehicle which I attained was Lee Hunt and I don't know

 2 who the second person was.

 3 Q. Other than them?

 4 A. No, there was no one else. I think they were assisting

 5 people off the train and moving them to the platform.

 6 Q. You've described in your statement how you did get some

 7 water from somewhere to be able to moisten Mr Biddle's

 8 lips.

 9 A. One of the passengers gave me a bottle of water.

10 Q. While you were there with Mr Biddle, were you able to

11 see anything of the inside of the bombed carriage or

12 anything underneath the train?

13 A. No, my concentration was on Mr Biddle at the time and on

14 the victims walking towards me.

15 Q. Did you have any discussion with paramedics or any other

16 staff while you were there with Mr Biddle?

17 A. Only with Lee Hunt until the paramedic service arrived.

18 Q. What did you discuss with Lee Hunt?

19 A. Our main priority was to keep Danny conscious, we spoke

20 to him about his girlfriend at the time, we spoke about

21 football and rugby, and it was mainly just to keep --

22 make sure that he was conscious and he was with us at

23 the time.

24 Q. Can you tell something about how long after it was that

25 the paramedics arrived?
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 1 A. Approximately 10, 15 minutes.

 2 Q. How many arrived at first?

 3 A. Graham arrived with another gentleman who Graham then

 4 instructed to go somewhere else, while I made it aware

 5 to Graham that I was medically trained, so I assisted

 6 Graham.

 7 Q. So the two gentlemen appeared, Graham was one of them?

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Do you now know his name to be Graham Baker?

10 A. Correct.

11 Q. He stayed with you, and the other paramedic went away to

12 look after others?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. No doubt, he inserted an intravenous line?

15 A. Yes, we struggled at first to get an IV line in because

16 Danny had lost so much blood, but we managed to get one

17 in, and then he gave Danny fluids.

18 Q. Did he stay there with Mr Baker tending to him with you,

19 or did you leave the scene to go and get equipment and

20 more help?

21 A. No, I stayed with Mr Biddle, once I had known there was

22 another paramedic on-site who was assisting other

23 passengers.

24 Q. You describe in your statement how you went back up to

25 street level to get a stretcher known as a scoop?
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 1 A. Correct.

 2 Q. How long after was that?

 3 A. Once Danny had been stabilised, approximately, I would

 4 say, ten minutes, I went up and collected a scoop.

 5 Q. Can you tell us something about what confronted you at

 6 station level, at the ground level? Were there a number

 7 of emergency services there?

 8 A. There were a number from police, Fire Brigade, ambulance

 9 staff making their way down towards the tunnel entrance.

10 Once I reached the top of the stairs at Edgware Tube

11 station, I noticed there were people laying on the floor

12 receiving first aid, oxygen mainly, as I made my way out

13 to the ambulance to collect a stretcher.

14 Q. Did you just go straight up to an ambulance and try to

15 get a scoop --

16 A. I made myself aware to the ambulance staff that I needed

17 a scoop for Danny at the time, and they gave me one.

18 Q. You took it back down?

19 A. Correct.

20 Q. Then did you walk down the track and go under the

21 carriage again, or did you walk down between the tunnel

22 wall and the train?

23 A. I walked down between the tunnel wall and the train.

24 Q. By then, were there more paramedics in attendance on

25 Mr Biddle?
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 1 A. Correct -- no, Mr Biddle was just Lee -- not Lee, Graham

 2 and myself at the time. There were other victims or

 3 other people injured that paramedics were taking control

 4 of.

 5 Q. Was that inside the bombed carriage?

 6 A. That was on the tracks, on the oncoming train and within

 7 the carriage at the time that I was there.

 8 Q. You didn't, at this stage, go inside the bombed

 9 carriage, did you?

10 A. Not yet, no.

11 Q. Having returned down to Mr Biddle with the scoop, what

12 did you do?

13 A. I assisted Graham Baker in placing Danny on the scoop,

14 placing blankets, putting Danny's foot inside and under

15 the blanket so it wouldn't be seen, and then holding the

16 IV as well as the stretcher as we moved him out with the

17 oxygen.

18 Q. Did it take a number of you to carry him out from that

19 very difficult, confined space?

20 A. Yes, it took about -- I think there were five firemen,

21 myself and Graham to move him over all the electrical

22 cable and things that had been -- the shrapnel that had

23 landed on the tracks.

24 Q. You accompanied him by holding the IV line all the way

25 to the ground level?
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 1 A. Holding the IV line and the stretcher all the way to the

 2 platform. When we arrived at the platform, there were

 3 some more firemen there who assisted us getting him over

 4 the barrier and then up the stairs and into the

 5 ambulance.

 6 Q. That must have been incredibly difficult.

 7 A. It was.

 8 Q. Once you had returned to the surface, did you then

 9 decide to get more medical equipment and go back down to

10 the train?

11 A. Once Mr Biddle was in the ambulance with Graham and the

12 ambulance was moving off, there was a para bag lying on

13 the floor, which I made one of the paramedics aware that

14 they needed more equipment down below. I took it down

15 below, I made myself aware to the police officers that

16 I needed to go back in because I was medically trained.

17 Q. What made you think that more equipment was needed

18 below?

19 A. From the extensive -- people -- what people had been

20 saying coming past me and what was -- what I could see

21 at the time, because it was more light, there were more

22 bodies or more injured people, and from the recollection

23 of people walking towards me, what they were telling me,

24 further up the carriage there were people with broken

25 legs, I was explaining how to put them into splints.
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 1 Q. Who were you explaining that to?

 2 A. To people that were walking on the inside of the

 3 carriage, because people couldn't make their way towards

 4 us because they were so badly injured.

 5 Q. You've already told us how, when you'd returned down to

 6 Mr Biddle, there were a number of paramedics down there,

 7 the emergency services had arrived?

 8 A. Correct.

 9 Q. From your request that more equipment was needed, was it

10 a question of realising that, however many paramedics

11 and Fire Brigade personnel were there, they would never

12 match the number of injured plainly visible from the

13 train?

14 A. Correct.

15 Q. So with the bag, did you go back down?

16 A. Correct.

17 Q. What was in the bag?

18 A. I'm not quite sure. At the time, I think it was -- it

19 was an oxygen bag, it was a green bag, which is

20 generally associated with an oxygen bag, you would have

21 had your oxygen masks and other items that would be

22 needed.

23 Q. Did you go back down to the second carriage?

24 A. I made my way back into the train and made my way down

25 towards the second carriage.
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 1 Q. So you entered at the end of the train and walked all

 2 the way down?

 3 A. Correct.

 4 Q. You didn't go along the track and then in? Did you go

 5 into the second carriage?

 6 A. Yes, I did.

 7 Q. If you could please have a look at [INQ10282-9], which is

 8 the diagram you saw earlier containing the seats and the

 9 doors and the general outline of that carriage.

10 Carriage 3 is to the right, carriage 1 and the front of

11 the train is to the left. So you would have come from

12 the right on this diagram. Did you go all the way in?

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Could you tell us, please, by reference to this diagram,

15 where you went first?

16 A. I entered through the back by seat 17. As I made my way

17 through the carriage, I noticed there were bodies

18 alongside between the doors. There was also what

19 I would presume is fragments of bodies, legs, that sort

20 of thing, and burnt and charred bodies, seated in the

21 seats between 13 to 8, and on the other side as well.

22 I would presume that. Because it was black, there were

23 no lights in there. The only lighting you had was

24 coming from the secondary train on the open side.

25 Q. You said between seats 13 and 18. That means,
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 1 therefore, very much towards the rear?

 2 A. 13 and 8.

 3 Q. 13 and 8?

 4 A. Mm-hmm.

 5 Q. If you look at the diagram, you will see, of course, the

 6 doors marked.

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. You came in from the right-hand side?

 9 A. Correct.

10 Q. Can you tell us by reference to the double doors in the

11 numbering which area seemed to be most affected by what

12 you saw?

13 A. When I walked into the train further down towards

14 seating 27, 28, 29, there weren't any seats there. It

15 was just a big hole in the ground. You could actually

16 see down to the track, and there was -- that whole side

17 of the carriage had been blown out.

18 Q. How far did the hole extend, can you say?

19 A. It took all four seats out.

20 Q. So from 30, 29, 28, 27?

21 A. Correct.

22 Q. What about towards the rear of the carriage?

23 A. The rear --

24 Q. How far down did the hole extend?

25 A. I would say just beyond seat 27, maybe.
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 1 Q. Do you have any specific recollection of where the

 2 bodies whom you saw lying on the ground were by

 3 reference to this plan?

 4 A. They were spread out all over.

 5 Q. Towards that end of the carriage or all the way down the

 6 carriage?

 7 A. All the way down the carriage. They weren't as severe

 8 as you got down to seating 15 and 16.

 9 Q. So by the time you went back down, there were still

10 a number of passengers, even those who were subsequently

11 saved, but were still lying on the floor of the

12 carriage --

13 A. Correct.

14 Q. -- and severely injured.

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. In your statement, you describe how you met a doctor and

17 other medical staff in the carriage. Where were they?

18 A. They were dealing with patients around about 7, 8, 9

19 seating.

20 Q. Were you able to see whether or not those patients were

21 moving, whether or not they were conscious?

22 A. There were people moving and conscious but had extensive

23 facial burns and hand burns as well.

24 Q. In relation to those persons who did not appear to be

25 moving, did you see any of them being moved?
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 1 A. I actually had to move two people out of the way. We

 2 moved the bodies to the sides between door D5 and D6.

 3 Q. May I ask you this: what was the purpose of moving them?

 4 A. To create a clear passageway for people to move, because

 5 there were people on stretchers, people walking.

 6 Q. We presume it was obvious to you and to the gentlemen

 7 who were with you that those persons were dead?

 8 A. Correct. Two people I actually checked if they were

 9 breathing or had any sort of pulses on them at the time.

10 Q. I want to concentrate, please, on those persons. We

11 know from what you have said that you moved two bodies

12 to the area between D5 and D6.

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Can you now recollect where they were when you

15 originally came across them?

16 A. They were hanging over seating 10 and lying in front of

17 seating 23 across door 6.

18 Q. Is it possible, in the mangled remains of the carriage,

19 that the area in which you first came across the persons

20 who were plainly dead and whom you were forced to move

21 were in fact in the area between doors D3 and D4,

22 further up the carriage and nearer the bomb location?

23 A. To be honest with you, I couldn't say at that time.

24 Now, thinking about it, your only concentration is on

25 the people involved, but I don't see why not, it
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 1 couldn't -- it could be in that location as well.

 2 Q. Did you have to go into the area around the hole --

 3 A. Correct.

 4 Q. -- to get the persons whom you had tried to assist and

 5 thereby move the persons around them who were dead?

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. So does that seem to indicate, then, that you might have

 8 been in the area between D3 and D4 and around the hole?

 9 A. Yes, now yes.

10 Q. Mr Heili, can you remember anything of the persons whom

11 you moved, whether they were male or female?

12 A. They were male and female.

13 Q. One male, one female, or more?

14 A. I would say I think there was maybe one male more,

15 maybe. I mean, the bodies that you saw and you had to

16 move, they were black, they were black, charcoal black,

17 been burnt, severe burnings.

18 Q. In your statement, which was made, of course, much

19 nearer the time, you were able to recall that one of the

20 bodies was that of a lady who was wearing a low cut top

21 and a skirt?

22 A. Yes, that I do remember.

23 Q. Do you remember where that lady was when you first came

24 across her?

25 A. I would say probably in the middle, close to maybe
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 1 number 14 I think.

 2 Q. The red number 14?

 3 A. Yes, the red number 14.

 4 Q. So very close to the location of the bomb --

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. -- and the hole in the carriage floor?

 7 You also describe a second person, a male who was

 8 wearing a suit and a blue checked shirt. Can you help

 9 us, please, as to where he was?

10 A. I'm trying to think.

11 Q. Don't worry too much about the red markings, because

12 those are assessments based on the written witness

13 statements. They may not necessarily be right. What

14 we're more concerned with is whether you can recollect

15 the exact location by reference to the seats.

16 A. By reference to the seats, I would say closer to

17 number 6, maybe.

18 Q. You describe a third person, a male lying on his back.

19 Was that person in the same area as the other two?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. Do you recollect anybody being directly in the hole in

22 the floor of the carriage?

23 A. No, I don't recollect anyone being directly in the hole.

24 Q. Having moved these persons towards the rear of the

25 carriage in order to get access to others who were still
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 1 alive, were you helped by London Fire Brigade or

 2 paramedics or who?

 3 A. I believe I was helped by one fireman at the time.

 4 Q. Was it the same fireman who, together with you, moved

 5 all three people?

 6 A. I couldn't tell you at the time. I noticed that he was

 7 wearing a Fire Brigade uniform. Whether it was one of

 8 the same people, I have no idea. There were quite a few

 9 people down there.

10 Q. From what you've already told us: namely, that you

11 checked for signs of life for at least two people, can

12 you assist whether or not you checked for signs of life

13 of all the people whom you moved?

14 A. I couldn't say for all definitely.

15 Q. Having moved them, whom were you able to assist amongst

16 those who were still alive?

17 A. I couldn't give you names. I was just assisting people

18 out.

19 Q. You were lifting them up from the floor?

20 A. Lifting them up from the floor, if they had been put on

21 stretchers, or assisting people getting put into

22 stretchers, as well as people coming from the first

23 carriage, because some people had to step over the

24 blown -- the hole in the ground.

25 Q. So some passengers were coming through from left to
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 1 right --

 2 A. Yes, yes.

 3 Q. -- and were able to get across the metal and the hole?

 4 A. With assistance.

 5 Q. The people whom you helped to get to their feet and you

 6 helped with broken limbs and the like, had they been --

 7 did you find them more or less in the same area as the

 8 location of the bomb and the hole --

 9 A. No.

10 Q. -- or were they further down the carriage?

11 A. They were further down in the carriage towards the rear

12 of the carriage.

13 Q. How long did you stay in the carriage for?

14 A. Say ten minutes, assisting people where possible.

15 Q. Did you stay until the last of the walking wounded or

16 those who were still alive were removed?

17 A. I assisted about eight to ten people out of the train

18 and to the platform and back in to help with stretchers.

19 Myself and, I believe it was Lee Hunt, were the last two

20 people with police officers after we had checked the

21 trains that there weren't any more victims or anyone

22 else, we were the last ones out of the train.

23 Q. It's not plain from your statement. You actually

24 accompanied the walking wounded and those whom you had

25 been able to help back upstairs to ground level?
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 1 A. Not upstairs, to the platform.

 2 Q. Then you went back to the carriage?

 3 A. Correct.

 4 Q. You did that repeatedly?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. As that process continued, presumably more and more

 7 people arrived in the carriage from ground level?

 8 A. More Fire Brigade staff and paramedics arrived on the

 9 scene, yes.

10 Q. Do you recollect anybody, whether paramedic or anybody

11 else, applying CPR to anybody in the carriage?

12 A. No, I can't remember that.

13 Q. When it became plain that all those who were still alive

14 were out of the carriage, was that when you went down

15 the other carriages and checked?

16 A. No, a lot of the victims were being passed through

17 between D1 and D3 into the second train and actually

18 moving along that train to exit the train as well. So

19 both trains were being used to exit.

20 Q. Do you remember the name of the police officer with whom

21 you checked the carriages?

22 A. No.

23 Q. So when you left, there was, as far as you were aware,

24 no one else alive in the train?

25 A. No, we checked -- once the second carriage had been
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 1 checked, we checked the first carriage, everyone had

 2 left that one. We checked the eastbound train for

 3 anyone that was still there, there was no one on that

 4 train, and we made our way towards Edgware Road via the

 5 second train.

 6 Q. It may be impossible to assess, but you provided

 7 life-saving assistance to Mr Biddle by the application

 8 of tourniquets to his legs and a dressing to his head --

 9 A. Correct.

10 Q. -- and reassurance and support, and you did so before

11 the arrival of anybody else other than Mr Hunt and

12 Mr Baker.

13 A. Mr Hunt and myself assisted at the initial stages with

14 Mr Biddle.

15 Q. Yes. Was there anybody in the carriage itself who

16 seemed to you to be alive, in the sense that they showed

17 signs of movement or of consciousness, who might have

18 benefited from earlier medical intervention, or were

19 they all unconscious or not moving by the time you

20 reached the carriage?

21 A. By the time I had reached the carriage and assisting --

22 because I was asking people if there were any further

23 injured people, severely injured people, within the

24 train. They said no, and my concentration was on

25 Mr Biddle.
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 1 Q. May I ask you this finally: did you receive the Queen's

 2 Commendation for bravery for what you did?

 3 A. Yes, I did.

 4 MR KEITH: Thank you. Will you stay there? There might be

 5 some further questions for you.

 6 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

 7 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you very much. I shouldn't be too

 8 long. A lot of the questions have been covered already

 9 by Mr Keith.

10 Could I just ask you some questions generally about

11 the timing? You've obviously helped Mr Keith with some

12 specific questions, but just to get a clearer picture of

13 the timing overall. I appreciate it's quite difficult

14 for you to estimate at this stage and estimate, given

15 the circumstances, what the timing is.

16 We know you told Mr Keith that it was approximately

17 5 minutes after you arrived at Daniel Biddle that you

18 got the first aid kit from an official, but could you

19 help us with roughly the length of time it was before

20 you reached Mr Biddle, so between the explosion and you

21 arriving at Mr Biddle?

22 A. I would say about maximum five minutes after

23 ascertaining who he was, what his injuries were and

24 making my way to the rear of the train and then getting

25 out.
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 1 Q. So from the time of the explosion when you were in your

 2 carriage and you leaving there making your way past the

 3 body, the female body and arriving to Daniel Biddle, you

 4 think that was, maximum, five minutes?

 5 A. Approximately five minutes, yes.

 6 Q. You've then described there being a five-minute period

 7 after you asking for the first aid kit and the first aid

 8 kit arriving, and you then describe in your statement

 9 and in your oral evidence a wait of about 10 to

10 15 minutes before the paramedics arrive, the first

11 paramedics arrive. Is that 10 to 15 minutes from you

12 receiving the first aid kit with Daniel Biddle?

13 A. No, I would say from actually reaching Mr Biddle at the

14 time.

15 Q. You describe thereafter in oral evidence and in your

16 statement going to the surface, getting the scoop?

17 A. Correct.

18 Q. You then describe ambulance staff giving the scoop to

19 you and you taking it back down.

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. Could you just help us: did those ambulance staff whom

22 you asked for the scoop accompany you, or did they

23 remain where they were?

24 A. They were removing medical items from their ambulances

25 and then following behind me, up -- because, as I took
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 1 the scoop, I could see them picking their bags up and

 2 making their way in.

 3 Q. So you returned alone, but you believe they were

 4 following you?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. You describe coming back up to the surface at a later

 7 stage, returning to the surface when you realised you

 8 needed more medical equipment and getting the para bag.

 9 You've told us in evidence that you got the para bag

10 from the paramedic and you made them aware that more

11 equipment was needed.

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. Again, did the paramedic whom you spoke to go with you?

14 A. No, he was assisting a victim that was on surface

15 outside Edgware Road station. There were quite a few

16 injured people on the station floor and in the corridors

17 and leading on to the road.

18 Q. Now we know that you enter the second carriage, you've

19 been taken through it in a lot of detail by Mr Keith.

20 Again, can you help us with approximately the length of

21 time between you getting the para bag and arriving in

22 the second carriage? If you don't know, please say so.

23 A. About three minutes to get from the surface down.

24 Q. The only timing that you're certain of is that you left

25 eventually at about 11.00 am, is that right?
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. Can I just ask you a quick question about the first aid

 3 kit itself? Could you just tell us about its contents?

 4 Was it a very basic first aid kit or a larger first aid

 5 kit?

 6 A. As I said before, in the Ambulance Service you have

 7 a green bag which is normally your oxygen bag, as well

 8 it will have bandages or some sort of items referring to

 9 the oxygen supply. I would assume that it had more in

10 it.

11 Q. Are you describing the para bag there?

12 A. Yes, I'm describing --

13 Q. I mean the first aid kit, so the first aid kit which you

14 got in the first instance from the official, not the

15 para bag that you got later.

16 A. It was very basic. The -- there actually weren't any

17 gloves inside the first aid box.

18 Q. We know there was gauze because you've described using

19 the gauze. What else was there in it?

20 A. There was gauze, there were a few bandages.

21 Q. Would you describe it as more like a household first aid

22 kit?

23 A. Yes, but was lacking the essentials as a -- in regards

24 to a glove -- gloves, barriers.

25 Q. So a deficient household first aid kit?
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 1 A. In that regard, yes.

 2 Q. When you arrived in the bombed carriage, you described

 3 seeing paramedics already there. You've told us in oral

 4 evidence there were quite a few people there at that

 5 time. Again, it may not be possible for you to say, but

 6 could you roughly estimate the number of medical

 7 personnel whom you could see at that time?

 8 A. I would say a rough estimation may be five green jackets

 9 I saw, or paramedic uniforms.

10 Q. Now, you've been asked about the bodies that you

11 describe in your statement, the three bodies, the female

12 and then the two male, and Mr Keith has taken you

13 through that in quite some detail. I do need just to

14 clarify some further information on precisely where you

15 moved those bodies from and then to. Could I do this by

16 reference to the same exhibit, [INQ10282-9]?

17 Firstly, you describe the female body, the lady, you

18 described -- the reference, my Lady, for your note is

19 page 75 of today's transcript at line 22 -- you

20 described her being close to red 14 at first.

21 A. I would say just underneath the overhead rails. So, to

22 try to create a path where people could walk through,

23 was to move them from the central, where the poles are

24 in the overhead rail, to the side to D4.

25 Q. So in fact, at first she was a little forward and you
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 1 moved her to position 14?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. The first male body that you described, this was the

 4 male you described as being in a suit and a blue checked

 5 shirt. I know you're a little uncertain, but you

 6 described him as being close to seat number 6 on this

 7 diagram.

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Was that where he was at first or where you moved him

10 to?

11 A. He was hanging over 6 or around 6, the poles and

12 everything, and on the floor. So to try and move -- he

13 was hanging -- he was lying across with his legs over

14 the overhead rail in that direction. So to move him out

15 of the way.

16 Q. Where did you move him to?

17 A. The rough location of number 11.

18 Q. Then the second male body that you described, this is

19 the male you described as lying on his back, what you've

20 said in oral evidence was he was in the same area as the

21 other two.

22 My Lady, for your note, the reference is page 75 at

23 line 24. Could you give us some more assistance?

24 Because obviously you've described the female body being

25 on one side, and the male body -- the first male body
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 1 being on the other. Can you give us a little more

 2 assistance on where the second male body was at first

 3 and then where you moved it to?

 4 A. It was central between 6 and 7, lying in the middle,

 5 head facing D3, that way. So I had to move him towards,

 6 I would say towards number 15, inward.

 7 Q. You moved him closer then to the double door D3?

 8 A. To the door area, yes.

 9 Q. Close to position 15?

10 A. Yes. I can't say exactly that is the position, but that

11 is the general position that I moved him to.

12 MS GALLAGHER: I've nothing further, thank you very much.

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you Ms Gallagher. Yes,

14 Mr Saunders?

15 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

16 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Heili, I want to ask you about two

17 different ladies. One you've described as being on the

18 track. We believe that to have been Jennifer Nicholson.

19 And you've described to her Ladyship how difficult it

20 was with the triage to go past someone.

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. May I simply say, on behalf of the family who are here,

23 that there is no evidence, as far as we're aware, that

24 anything could have been done for Jennifer and that it

25 looks as if she was already dead by then. I hope that
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 1 is some comfort in what you then had to do.

 2 A. That is.

 3 Q. Can I help then with the timings, Mr Heili, and I'm

 4 going to be very short. We understand that the

 5 explosion took place at 8.49. You've described Graham,

 6 that we understand to be Graham Baker, and believe he

 7 attended at 9.13 at the station, topside.

 8 A. I won't be able to say topside, but --

 9 Q. Her Ladyship is going to hear evidence about that and we

10 understand Graham Baker with his colleague arrive at

11 9.13.

12 Does that help? Both of my learned friends before

13 me have asked you questions about the five minutes and

14 the 10 to 15 minutes when the paramedics arrive. Does

15 that help and confirm your belief in terms of those

16 timings or do you --

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. You don't need to think any more about that?

19 Can I ask for that last plan to be put back up?

20 It's page 9. I also represent the family of Laura Webb.

21 Now, she was the only lady that was within the carriage

22 and, again, a bit like Mr Keith has already asked you,

23 her Ladyship is going to hear evidence after you from

24 other of the witnesses, one of whom tried to perform CPR

25 on Laura.
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 1 A. Okay.

 2 Q. All right? It may well be that with everything else you

 3 were trying to deal with, your recollection as to her

 4 being closer to D3 and D4 is slightly mistaken and that

 5 you see -- and Mr Keith has quite rightly made the point

 6 for your assistance, Mr Heili, that these are obviously

 7 as best as can be managed from all the statements where

 8 people were found subsequently. All right?

 9 A. Okay.

10 Q. But it appears -- and we'll obviously hear from

11 Mr Hucklesby -- that Laura Webb was towards that front

12 end of the carriage when he tried to perform CPR on her,

13 describing her being -- and I think it's going to come

14 out closer to the door frame at D1.

15 A. Okay.

16 Q. So could it be that the lady you describe as seeing

17 within the carriage that we understand to be Laura could

18 be closer towards the front and the door D1?

19 A. As I've said before, to distinguish, apart from things

20 that stick out, where D8 is now, I would say that would

21 be the edge of the bomb blast, where the actual hole is,

22 around that area is the edge, the number 8. Are you

23 referring to number 8?

24 Q. Yes, I am.

25 A. That would be a rough area where, probably a metre in
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 1 towards the seat, that is the edge of the actual hole,

 2 I would say it's the hole where the blast had occurred.

 3 MR SAUNDERS: For your Ladyship's benefit, Mr Heili is

 4 pointing on the diagram D8 towards seat number 30.

 5 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.

 6 MR SAUNDERS: We understand that the hole in the carriage

 7 goes from there down towards the next set of double

 8 doors towards seat 27. So all I'm asking, Mr Heili, is:

 9 is it possible that it's in that sort of area that Laura

10 may have been when you saw her?

11 A. She possibly could have been.

12 MR SAUNDERS: I appreciate, Mr Heili, how difficult this is,

13 trying to remember now things that you tried to do.

14 Mr Heili, thank you very much indeed, sir.

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you. Yes, Ms Canby?

16 Questions by MS CANBY

17 MS CANBY: Mr Heili, I have some questions to ask you on

18 behalf of Transport for London. Mr Keith, who was the

19 gentleman who asked you questions first, asked whether

20 or not you could remember where the driver's cab stopped

21 on the other train, so the train that was eastbound.

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. You said this morning that you couldn't remember, but to

24 help you, Mr Heili, you gave a statement to the police

25 on 12 July 2005, so very soon after the events, and in
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 1 that you said that you could recollect seeing the

 2 driver's cab.

 3 To help with your recollection, I'll let you know

 4 what you said. You said that, after hearing the bang,

 5 you went to the rear connecting door of the third

 6 carriage and it was then that you noticed that alongside

 7 you was another train on the eastbound track. You told

 8 the police it had stopped and the driver's cab was

 9 directly next to you.

10 Does that help at all with your recollection?

11 A. Yes, it does. The main thing for that is because

12 I could see lighting from the actual front of the

13 trains. That's why I assumed that there was a train

14 oncoming.

15 Q. In your statement to the police, you also said that you

16 indicated to the driver of the other train, and he got

17 out of his cab and walked along the track towards

18 Edgware Road station.

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Do you remember indicating to the driver?

21 A. Where he was, where I was talking to Mr Biddle facing

22 the door, I heard someone behind me. I turned around,

23 I saw the driver as he was walking towards Edgware Road

24 station, because Edgware Road station wasn't that far

25 away.
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 1 Q. You may not know this, but we know that that was

 2 Jeff Porter.

 3 A. Okay. I did not know that.

 4 Q. You said that you offered your services, when you got to

 5 the rear of the bombed train, to a member of the LU

 6 staff and he initially seemed reluctant to accept those

 7 services.

 8 I think you gave two reasons for that initial

 9 reluctance: I think you said that he seemed to be in

10 shock to you and he was also concerned about your own

11 safety because he wasn't sure if traction current was

12 off.

13 A. Correct.

14 Q. So do you think that that was a reasonable initial

15 refusal?

16 A. Yes, because if I had to stand on tracks, then

17 I wouldn't be here as well, so I do believe they acted

18 in the best safety towards myself.

19 Q. In your police statement, you described a member of

20 London Underground staff being very helpful.

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. It's not clear who you meant by that. Was that

23 Lee Hunt?

24 A. Lee Hunt.

25 Q. Could you describe Lee Hunt for us?
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 1 A. He had tattoos on his arms, I think he had very short

 2 hair at the time, quite short.

 3 Q. A little bit later, you were with Mr Biddle for a long

 4 time and, whilst you were with Mr Biddle, you said to

 5 the police in your statement that you asked two other

 6 Tube staff members to go and help a lady with head

 7 injuries in the second carriage.

 8 A. Yes. Well, I presume it was in the second carriage. It

 9 was in that direction. When I was assisting people

10 walking along the inside of the walls with cuts,

11 lacerations and a broken arm, people were saying there

12 were people inside further up the train that had broken

13 legs -- two broken legs, I presume -- asking -- telling

14 them to tie their legs together so they couldn't do any

15 more damage.

16 There was a lady who had a head cut. I gave then

17 what was left of the first aid box saying "Use this, use

18 bandages, use anything". I had a blue shirt which I had

19 torn into pieces after putting tourniquets on to

20 Danny Biddle and I was just using that as gauze at the

21 time to restrict blood flow on a lot of victims.

22 Q. That was the two other members of London Underground

23 staff who were carrying out your orders essentially?

24 A. Yes, Lee Hunt was with me, and then, later on, people

25 had actually been walking towards us, and then you try
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 1 and assist and say "Look, there's people injured there,

 2 go and help them".

 3 Q. So that's two other London Underground in addition to

 4 Lee Hunt?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. Then finally this, just in relation to lighting: was the

 7 tunnel lighting on, do you remember?

 8 A. Not initially, not initially. Further down, we were

 9 relying on the lighting of the trains.

10 Q. Of the eastbound train?

11 A. And the emergency lighting in our train as well,

12 Circle Line train.

13 Q. The lighting that was on in the eastbound train, was

14 that the usual lighting throughout?

15 A. It was usual. There was the bright lighting.

16 Q. The lighting that was in the bombed train, that was the

17 emergency lighting?

18 A. The emergency lighting.

19 Q. Was that on in all carriages apart from the bombed

20 carriage?

21 A. Yes.

22 MS CANBY: Thank you very much, Mr Heili.

23 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Boyd?

24 Questions by MS BOYD

25 MS BOYD: Thank you, Mr Heili. Just one question. You told
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 1 us earlier that, when you walked on to the bombed

 2 carriage, the only lighting was from the second train.

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. In your statement, when you describe what you saw on

 5 getting into the bombed carriage and the assistance you

 6 gave, you referred to the fact the smoke had cleared and

 7 the Fire Brigade had provided extra lighting.

 8 A. By the time I had come back into the second carriage,

 9 the Fire Service had put in, I would presume, mobile

10 lighting systems, big floodlights at the time, on the

11 outside of the carriage.

12 MS BOYD: Thank you.

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Heili?

14 Those are all the questions, Mr Heili. If I may say

15 so, your fellow passengers were extremely fortunate to

16 have you there that day. You were cool, calm, collected

17 and courageous. I can't believe that the brave

18 Mr Biddle would have survived his horrific injuries but

19 for your intervention. Thank you for being of such help

20 to them and thank you for helping us considerably this

21 morning.

22 A. Thank you.

23 MR KEITH: My Lady, thank you. Thank you very much.

24 My Lady, may I invite you to call Abigail Priestly.

25
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 1 MRS ABIGAIL SARAH PRIESTLY (affirmed)

 2 Questions by MR KEITH

 3 MR KEITH: Good morning. Could you give the court your full

 4 name, please?

 5 A. Yes, it's Abigail Sarah Priestly.

 6 Q. Ms Priestly, it's very hard to hear in this large

 7 courtroom, and the microphone in front of you won't, in

 8 fact, amplify your voice.

 9 A. Okay.

10 Q. So could I ask you, please, to keep your voice up as

11 loud as you possibly can?

12 On Thursday, 7 July 2005, did you go from Hackney to

13 Central London?

14 A. I did.

15 Q. Did you take the Victoria Line to King's Cross and then

16 change on to the Circle Line?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. You took the westbound Circle Line towards west London?

19 A. Correct.

20 Q. Can you recall which carriage you joined?

21 A. I was on the first carriage of the train.

22 Q. Which part of that carriage?

23 A. I was towards the back, near the connecting doors which

24 connected to the carriage 2.

25 Q. Did you get a seat?
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 1 A. I did, after Baker Street.

 2 Q. I want to ask you, of course, about what happened after

 3 Edgware Road. Do you recollect the explosion and the

 4 effect on the train?

 5 A. I do. I was reading a newspaper and there was a loud

 6 bang, it went very dark and very smoky. After a little

 7 while, it started to settle. I could see some light

 8 coming in from the train which was on the other track

 9 and, as it cleared, we could then see into the next door

10 carriage where the bomb had exploded.

11 Q. Were there any lights in your carriage, other than the

12 light from the adjacent train?

13 A. Just the adjacent train.

14 Q. Do you recollect the lights in your carriage coming on

15 at all later?

16 A. No, I don't remember them coming on by the time I left.

17 Q. I'm sorry to ask you, but do you remember the sound of

18 screams as the train came to a halt?

19 A. I do. Initially, it was very quiet, very subdued.

20 Then, as the dust settled and people realised what had

21 happened, then there were screams and there were people

22 moaning in pain and calling out for help.

23 Q. Could you tell from which direction the screams were

24 coming?

25 A. It was to my right, through into the second carriage.
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 1 Q. So if you could look at [INQ10282-9], which is a diagram

 2 of the second carriage, you were in the first carriage,

 3 which is on the left of the page?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. Imagine the carriage going off to the left. You were

 6 sitting, what, down towards the bottom of the page, so

 7 on your right was the second carriage?

 8 A. Yes, to the bottom left, so, yes.

 9 Q. Could you tell whether or not the screams were coming

10 entirely from the second carriage, the adjacent

11 carriage, or from the outside of the train?

12 A. It sounded like it was coming from the inside.

13 Q. You looked through the door into the second carriage?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Was the door itself destroyed?

16 A. It was on its hinges and kind of -- yes.

17 Q. The glass had been blown out?

18 A. The glass was smashed, yes.

19 Q. I want to ask you, please, about what you saw in the

20 next carriage. We know that of course there is

21 a standing area, if you look at the screen again,

22 between doors D1 and D2. Through the door of the train

23 of the carriage, could you see a lady lying on the floor

24 in that standing area?

25 A. I could, yes.
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 1 Q. Imagine, if you will, that you're standing again in the

 2 adjacent carriage and looking through the door. Was she

 3 towards the left, your left, or your right as you looked

 4 through the adjacent door?

 5 A. She was to my right, but -- well, I guess if I was

 6 standing face on, she would have been kind of towards

 7 the centre of the carriage, but closer to me.

 8 Q. Towards the centre of the carriage. So does the red

 9 number 8 there seem to you to be roughly correct in

10 relation to the lady whom you saw lying on the ground?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. Can you remember anything of that lady in terms of her

13 description or appearance?

14 A. I don't, no.

15 Q. All right. In your statement, you describe her as being

16 white and of average height, medium build, with long,

17 light-brown, slightly curly hair.

18 A. Right.

19 Q. She was aged about 30 to 35. Can you remember anything

20 other than that description which you provided much

21 nearer the time?

22 A. To be honest, no. I don't think I could.

23 Q. All right. You also describe in your statement how she

24 was being tended to by some passengers.

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Can you help us with whether or not -- or how many

 2 passengers she was being tended to?

 3 A. It might have been one or two, but I don't really

 4 remember particularly.

 5 Q. Her Ladyship will hear some evidence about a man who

 6 came to help the young lady whom we believe to be

 7 Laura Webb and the man was wearing a white shirt.

 8 Do you recollect there being a man with a white

 9 shirt as being one of the persons tending to that young

10 lady?

11 A. Possibly, yes.

12 Q. All right. If I suggest it, it doesn't of course make

13 it so. If you can't remember, then do say so.

14 A. Okay.

15 Q. Do you remember anything being said?

16 A. I think I remember hearing the words "She's stopped

17 breathing", and I remember that they were trying to give

18 her CPR.

19 Q. From what you said, do we presume that there was,

20 therefore, more than one person tending to her and they

21 were both trying to give her CPR?

22 A. Yes, I believe so.

23 Q. You may not able to remember, but do you recollect

24 anything about that young lady that would seem to

25 suggest that she was alive? Do you recollect any
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 1 movement?

 2 A. No, I don't think, from where I was standing, I could

 3 see that -- her in that much detail.

 4 Q. Do you recollect there being anybody else towards the

 5 end of that carriage, that's to say towards the front

 6 near you, in seats 1 to 2, 32 and 31?

 7 A. I remember a couple sitting on 32, 31. They may or may

 8 not have been together, but I remember there being

 9 a young man and a young lady sitting there.

10 Q. You've told us how you recollect there being a train

11 alongside, a train going in the opposite direction. Can

12 you remember whether there was any shouting or calls for

13 the giving of instructions from the other train.

14 A. No, I could hear them screaming, but I couldn't make out

15 what they were actually shouting out through the glass.

16 Q. You can't tell whether or not they were calling across

17 from the other train to the people giving CPR?

18 A. No, I wouldn't be able to tell.

19 Q. On the further side, away from the young lady on the

20 floor, do you recollect seeing a hole in the floor of

21 the carriage?

22 A. Yes, I do.

23 Q. Was there anybody near or in that hole?

24 A. I couldn't see the hole from where I was standing, but

25 as we exited the train, as we walked past, parallel, we

100

Hearing transcripts – 8 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 could see the hole and we could see a lady lying on the

 2 floor.

 3 Q. Not the same person whom you had seen earlier or --

 4 A. No.

 5 Q. Not the same person. Are you sure that it was a lady

 6 rather than a man?

 7 A. It looked like a lady, but --

 8 Q. It could have been a man?

 9 A. It could have been a man.

10 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: By "the floor", do you mean in the

11 carriage or on the tracks?

12 A. On the tracks.

13 MR KEITH: I apologise. I had misunderstood your evidence.

14 The person that you saw, was that somebody whom you

15 saw on the track as you walked towards --

16 A. Towards Edgware Road station, yes.

17 Q. -- Edgware Road station. Was that somebody lying on the

18 track at the front towards the end of the other train?

19 So as you walked towards Edgware, away from both trains,

20 because both trains were alongside each other, was that

21 person lying on the track between the trains and

22 Edgware Road?

23 A. She was on -- I would probably say kind of along this

24 side, to the left-hand side of the carriage, and on the

25 floor.
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 1 Q. If you could look, please, at [INQ10282-10], Edgware Road

 2 is to the right, Paddington to the left. The second

 3 carriage is the bombed carriage, but the train moved

 4 along after the point of the explosion, so don't worry

 5 about the red marking in the middle.

 6 The blue -- two blue lines are the tracks going back

 7 to Edgware Road. Do you recollect from this diagram

 8 where the person was whom you saw?

 9 A. Where the writing -- where it says "fourth carriage", it

10 was around there as we walked past.

11 Q. Right.

12 A. So I don't think -- she was still alive, so she may just

13 have been wounded.

14 Q. There was a lady who was near the fourth carriage on the

15 other side of the carriage between the tunnel wall and

16 the carriage, a lady we know to be Alison Sayer. Can

17 you recollect whether the lady you saw was near the blue

18 lines, the track going to Edgware Road or the other side

19 of the train carriage?

20 A. No, she was the other side.

21 Q. May I ask you one more question, please, about the young

22 lady in the carriage whom you saw being given CPR? You

23 described how somebody said "She's stopped breathing".

24 Can you tell us whether that was a male or a female

25 voice?

102

Hearing transcripts – 8 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. It was a male voice.

 2 Q. Did you see anybody else on the floor of the carriage,

 3 carriage 2?

 4 A. No, I didn't.

 5 Q. How did you get out of the train?

 6 A. After a few minutes, we were told to walk up to the

 7 front of the carriage, and we exited through the front

 8 of the train. Then we walked along the side of the

 9 train between the tunnel wall and the train. Then,

10 after we walked past the bombed carriage, we then walked

11 back on to the -- climbed back into the carriage and

12 then exited at the rear of the train and walked back to

13 Edgware Road station.

14 Q. How did you get back on to the train containing the

15 bombed carriage? Were the doors open?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. So did you walk straight through the carriage onto the

18 track on the other side?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Then turned right to walk to Edgware Road?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Was there an announcement before you left the train

23 telling you to get out of the train?

24 A. I believe it was the driver or a member of staff that

25 shouted the instruction.
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 1 Q. So it was somebody shouting it rather than an

 2 announcement over the tannoy?

 3 A. Yes, it wasn't a tannoy announcement.

 4 Q. Do you recollect there being any tannoy calls on the

 5 train before you left?

 6 A. No, there wasn't.

 7 Q. As you walked down the train between the carriage and

 8 the tunnel wall, do you recollect there being a group of

 9 people adjacent to the fourth carriage where we now know

10 the fourth carriage was?

11 A. There were people in the carriage and it was really

12 narrow, so we kind of had to stop for a while before we

13 could then climb over some of the wreckage to get past.

14 Q. Because there were some people in the area between the

15 carriage and the tunnel wall?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. They had to clear a space for you to get past, did they?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. I think, when you arrived on the surface, you were

20 directed to a local Marks & Spencers store?

21 A. Correct.

22 Q. Then I think you were moved again, as we'll hear in due

23 course, to another hotel because there was a suspicion

24 of a secondary device?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Were you spoken to by police there?

 2 A. I was spoken to by police at the Marks & Spencer and

 3 asked if I'd seen anything suspicious or any suspicious

 4 packages and, up until that point, I believed we'd just

 5 been involved in a car crash -- in a train crash, sorry,

 6 so it was at that point that I learnt that it had been

 7 a bomb.

 8 Q. As a result of what happened to you, did you have

 9 a number of cuts and burns to your face and your --

10 A. Yes, I had some glass cuts from sitting next to the

11 window and some superficial burns.

12 MR KEITH: Thank you very much for giving evidence. Will

13 you please remain there? There may be some further

14 questions for you.

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any questions for Mrs Priestly?

16 Ms Gallagher?

17 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

18 MS GALLAGHER: I have some very short questions, unless

19 Mr Saunders wants to go first, given he represents

20 Laura Webb.

21 Ms Priestly, just about the tannoy messages, you've

22 said in your evidence today to Mr Keith that you don't

23 recall any tannoy messages before you left the train.

24 My Lady, for your note, the reference is page 104 of

25 today's evidence at line 12.
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 1 You did, in your statement given on 23 July, shortly

 2 after the bombings, remember that there had been one

 3 tannoy message. You described there being one tannoy

 4 message after five to ten minutes telling to you walk

 5 towards the driver's cab at the front of the train.

 6 A. Okay. Right, I might have --

 7 Q. It was an announcement, that's how you described it.

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Is that correct, do you recall it?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. Some other witnesses do describe there being at least

12 two messages, with the evacuation message being much

13 later, so not after only five to ten minutes. They

14 describe firstly there being a message, a tannoy message

15 or an announcement, saying that there was a problem and

16 asking passengers to remain calm. Does that ring any

17 bells with you? Do you recall a message like that?

18 A. I don't remember hearing that.

19 Q. They then described there being quite a long wait,

20 approximately a further 20 minutes, before the second

21 announcement comes that you describe in your statement

22 asking passengers to make their way to the front of the

23 train. But you don't recall the time before that

24 announcement was made?

25 A. No, I believed it to only be approximately ten minutes.
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 1 Q. Just one further thing to clarify. It seems to be

 2 clear, from the evidence you've given after the

 3 clarificatory question from my Lady, you just saw the

 4 hole in the bombed carriage from the outside, you

 5 couldn't see it at all from the inside?

 6 A. I couldn't see it from the inside, no, due to the doors

 7 and the kind of the debris around, you couldn't really

 8 make out the hole from where I was.

 9 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you very much. I have nothing further.

10 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yes, Mr Saunders?

11 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

12 MR SAUNDERS: Ms Priestly, I won't keep you very long at

13 all. I represent the family of Laura Webb, whom we

14 believe to be the young lady who was beside door

15 number 1. Do you remember, the figure 8 I think was the

16 sign?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. I think Mr Keith has already asked you that there was

19 nothing that you saw that led you to believe that Laura

20 was alive from what you witnessed?

21 A. No, not at that stage.

22 Q. I think you've described that there were passengers

23 trying to assist her.

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Can you help us with the timing? I appreciate this may
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 1 be very difficult. Her Ladyship will hear evidence very

 2 shortly from a gentleman who was on the other train, so

 3 he was going into Edgware Road, and manages to get from

 4 that train through into your train, and will, in fact,

 5 describe administering CPR. But we understand there

 6 were others that were trying before that being called to

 7 from the eastbound train giving directions how to do

 8 some CPR.

 9 From the time of the explosion, you appear to have

10 remained conscious, is that right?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. So can we take it that the CPR you saw was very soon

13 after the explosion?

14 A. Yes, I would say it was within five minutes.

15 Q. It may be that timing is very, very difficult now, not

16 only because it's five years since, but should we think

17 that there would have been time for somebody to have

18 come from the other train in or not? If you can't help

19 with timing, we will obviously all understand.

20 A. Yes, I don't think from what I saw that there would have

21 been time from what I saw to be those people from the

22 other train.

23 MR SAUNDERS: All right, thank you very much indeed for

24 that.

25 My Lady, I'm not going to ask questions. I think
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 1 this witness has already dealt with it. Now it appears

 2 it's Alison Sayer she's describing in respect of the

 3 other lady and not Jennifer Nicholson. So I don't

 4 propose to follow that through.

 5 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Mr Saunders.

 6 MR SAUNDERS: Thank you, my Lady. Thank you very much.

 7 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mrs Priestly?

 8 Thank you very much, Mrs Priestly. Those are all

 9 the questions there are for you. I'm sorry we had to

10 ask you to go through it again, but thank you for coming

11 along to help us.

12 A. Thank you.

13 MR KEITH: My Lady, that concludes, in fact, the oral

14 witnesses for today, but I have five statements to read

15 out.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I'm in everybody's hands as to what

17 they'd rather we did, Mr Keith. So there are five more

18 statements to be read for today's evidence?

19 MR KEITH: Yes, four are fairly short. One is lengthier.

20 I don't think it would take me more than about twenty

21 minutes.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Does anybody have any strong views

23 whether they'd rather I broke for lunch and then came

24 back? What about the families? Do they have -- would

25 they rather we carried on and got -- do I detect from
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 1 Mr Foulkes carry on?

 2 MR SAUNDERS: My Lady, may I say we envisaged this may

 3 happen, and in respect to having spoken with Mrs Webb

 4 and Mrs Nicholson, I've mentioned this. I think they

 5 would be more than content, there's nobody else to come

 6 this afternoon, they're more than content to sit through

 7 and for us to then have time this afternoon to discuss

 8 both this evidence and that that's to continue. So

 9 I think -- and I think the same goes for all the

10 families, to press on, if we could.

11 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: If that's what the families want,

12 then, of course, I shall do it.

13 I should have said this, actually, in relation to

14 the evidence we've heard this morning, or indeed

15 throughout the Edgware Road scene: if there are any

16 members of families or survivors who have any thoughts

17 about lines of enquiry they feel that we haven't covered

18 or questions we ought to ask, please let Mr Smith know.

19 MR SAUNDERS: Of course, my Lady.

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Very well, Mr Keith, if you could

21 carry on, please.

22 MR KEITH: Thank you, my Lady.

23 The first statement is that of Ian O'Hara, whose

24 statement is dated 14 July 2005.

25

110

Hearing transcripts – 8 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Statement of MR IAN O'HARA read

 2 "On 7 July 2005 I travelled from my home in

 3 Chingford towards my place of work in Kensington,

 4 a journey I have made for the last two years.

 5 "I left home at about 7.40 am and walked to

 6 Chingford railway station. I boarded the 7.55 or 7.56

 7 train to Liverpool Street.

 8 "At 8.30, the train pulled in and I got off opposite

 9 the barriers or gate that take you down to the

10 Hammersmith & City Underground Line, from where I got

11 the Tube to Edgware Road.

12 "I stood in the last carriage until we pulled into

13 either King's Cross or Farringdon station, where a seat

14 became available."

15 I'm sorry I've missed out a line:

16 "... from where I got a Tube to Edgware Road.

17 I stood in the large carriage until we pulled into

18 either King's Cross or Farringdon station where a seat

19 became available. I got off the train at Edgware Road

20 and looked for the next train to take me to Kensington

21 High Street. I had an option of either the Circle Line

22 or District Line train. Because I am short-sighted

23 I walked towards front of the train in order to see the

24 destination board. I noticed that the next train was

25 a Circle Line train due from the same platform in two or
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 1 three minutes' time.

 2 "When it arrived, I boarded the third carriage from

 3 the front."

 4 My Lady may I say at this point that the rest of

 5 this gentleman's evidence would appear to indicate that

 6 he was, in fact, in the second carriage, the bombed

 7 carriage, and the plan kindly prepared by the

 8 Metropolitan Police Service at page 8 of [INQ10282-8]

 9 reflects that assessment and he is therefore on that map

10 at number 38 right at the end of the second carriage

11 towards the rear in fact, the Edgware Road end:

12 "I entered by the front doors. I turned left and

13 leant with my back towards the door leading into ..."

14 He says the fourth carriage, but we assess that it

15 must have been the third carriage.

16 "I was facing into my carriage. I was travelling

17 forwards. Between the doors I entered and where I was

18 standing there are four seats. These were taken.

19 A black woman and a white man sat on the platform side

20 and two white men sat opposite them. I noticed all

21 seats were taken. I would describe the train as being

22 full but not packed. There was lots of standing room

23 left.

24 "The next stop is Paddington, which is about three

25 to four minutes away. After about two or three minutes,
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 1 I saw what I would describe as a brilliant white,

 2 overwhelming flash of light followed by a loud, piercing

 3 bang that made my ears ring. The whole carriage was in

 4 darkness. It was pitch black for a while. There was

 5 a lot of black smoke, sooty type, that had a terrible

 6 smell to it like one of burning. There was a lot of

 7 screaming, particularly from the front of the train.

 8 I ended up on the floor having tumbled forward. I do

 9 not know if it was the explosion or the train brakes

10 that caused me to fall.

11 "Whilst on the floor, I was aware of sparks catching

12 my hair. I brushed them off as my hair was singed.

13 I had fallen to the ground with my right hand on the

14 black lady's lap. When I stood up, I was immediately

15 aware that the grab rails on the roof were buckled

16 further towards the front of the carriage and that the

17 floor had buckled. I noticed that all the windows were

18 broken and that I was showered in glass which I brushed

19 off. There was another Tube travelling in the opposite

20 direction which had stopped next to ours on parallel

21 lines. The lights on this train shone into our carriage

22 and we could see. Our lights had gone off after the

23 explosion.

24 "Soon after, I was approached by a black male about

25 27/28, 5-foot 9 tall, medium build, possibly unshaven,
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 1 having a similar complexion to the actor Will Smith. He

 2 was wearing jeans and a red/white/blue striped T-shirt

 3 and had a rucksack. I was aware that the man had got on

 4 the train after me. He approached me and told me that

 5 he was autistic and asked if I would hold his hand,

 6 which I did for what appeared to be five to ten

 7 minutes."

 8 My Lady, that gentleman is, we assess,

 9 James Mathiason, in fact a white European. His

10 appearance, of course, was affected by the presence of

11 soot and the dirt and the debris from the explosion:

12 "I then wanted to retrieve my rucksack and asked

13 a grey-haired man in a dark suit, aged about late 50s,

14 possibly wearing glasses, to look after the autistic man

15 which he did.

16 "I think he was with a white lady, about 5' 7" tall.

17 On the way over to collect my rucksack, I was asked by

18 an olive-skinned man with black hair of Asian appearance

19 if my hands were hurting. I said no but noticed that

20 his hands were black, and I think they were burnt, as I

21 had to help him put his non-leather bag over his

22 shoulder."

23 My Lady, there was a gentleman called

24 Mr Mustapha Khan who describes how he received burns

25 injuries to his hands from the carriage and that
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 1 supports the assessment that Mr O'Hara was indeed in the

 2 second carriage:

 3 "Another man then informed me that I was bleeding

 4 from a head wound and I noticed that I had blood

 5 trickling down my face. I had a small cut to the

 6 left-hand side of my head, near to the temple.

 7 I emptied my rucksack to find my gym gear and a pair of

 8 boxers fell to the floor. I noticed someone joking

 9 saying that I had best not leave wearing them on my head

10 or words to that effect. I took out a T-shirt and

11 screwed it up and treated my injury by holding it

12 against my ward. I looked around and saw a woman

13 sitting on the floor in the entrance I had got in at.

14 She was being helped up by a man and I noticed that she

15 had difficulty supporting her weight on her right leg.

16 "Further down the carriage, I saw a woman in a skirt

17 lying between the seats and the middle entrance who was

18 bleeding heavily. Another man ripped his shirt off and

19 was treating her for her injuries. I could not see

20 where they were as he was covering her from my view.

21 "We appeared to be on the train for about 10 to

22 15 minutes. There was a lot of confusion, but things

23 were quite calm. We started to make our way towards the

24 back of the train as it was obvious the front end was

25 damaged. As I started to go through the first door,
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 1 a voice from outside told us to go towards the front.

 2 This did not make any sense to us, so we sat down again.

 3 "After a short time, we got up and walked all the

 4 way through the train to the last carriage and off at

 5 the back of the train. There were two London Transport

 6 staff helping us to get down a step of wooden steps onto

 7 the railway track. We all worked in a single file along

 8 the track towards Edgware Road station which we could

 9 see in the distance. An Underground worker assisted us

10 onto the platform and then we were ushered up into the

11 ticket office where we were given cups of water.

12 "I was moved from one wall to the other as I had

13 a minor injury and then was taken over to

14 Marks & Spencers with other injured parties. We did not

15 stay long as we had to be evacuated due to a suspicious

16 package. We were moved to the Metropole Hotel where we

17 were assessed by a nurse in the lobby. I was given

18 hospital number 17. I rang my wife by this time and

19 tried to arrange to meet her. I was taken to the Royal

20 Free Hospital in Hampstead by minibus and was treated

21 for glass splinters to my head and the back of my neck."

22 The next statement, my Lady, is that of

23 Christopher Randall, dated 13 July 2005, and I will

24 commence his statement, if I may, my Lady, five lines

25 down into the body of the statement.
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 1 Statement of MR CHRISTOPHER RANDALL read

 2 "My home address is normally in Bromley, but on this

 3 occasion I was staying ... in Beresford Road, North

 4 London. I left to go to work in Kensington at the

 5 Daily Mail. I left about 8.00 and walked the short

 6 distance to Highbury Tube station. There I normally

 7 catch the train to King's Cross and did so on this day.

 8 At King's Cross I transferred to the Circle platform to

 9 take me to South Kensington. So far, the journey had

10 been uneventful, no unusual passengers or events, and

11 the train arrived on time and quite an uneventful

12 journey.

13 "When I arrived at King's Cross, I used the second

14 entrance which brought me out near the driver's end of

15 the train. I entered through the central middle doors

16 and turned right and sat down facing the platform.

17 There were a few people standing and the train carriage

18 was not overcrowded, but enough room for some to stand.

19 We left King's Cross and the train travelled three

20 stations, more people got off, then got on.

21 "I have got no recollection of people on the train,

22 as I tend to daydream in a world of my own. I recall we

23 pulled into Edgware Road and quite a few people got off

24 and only approximately three or four got on. I remember

25 the train pulling away and I would estimate the last

117

Hearing transcripts – 8 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 part of the train had entered the tunnel.

 2 "I cannot recall anything else other than I was on

 3 the floor, my hand over my face, there was a blinding

 4 light and intense heat and severe pain. I do not

 5 remember any explosion, just people screaming around me.

 6 I then remember taking my hands from my face.

 7 I remember standing up, other people were moving around.

 8 My thoughts were just how to get out. My instinct was

 9 to make for the middle doors, which I found to be open.

10 It opened and it did not appear to have been blown away.

11 There was a second train parallel alongside us, still

12 with all its light on. This gave our carriage some form

13 of light.

14 "I went to go out through the open doors and into

15 the next train, but I could not get through the doors.

16 I stepped back into the carriage. I was bleeding and in

17 a lot of pain. There were still people lying around,

18 several people laid out on the floor breathing, but not

19 moving. Others were nursing their various injuries.

20 I remember a large gaping hole in the floor and people

21 moving around it. People in the parallel carriage had

22 smashed the glass and someone had given me their white

23 shirt, which I placed over my head. I remember looking

24 out of the double doors. There was no movement from the

25 driver's end, but back towards Edgware I could see
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 1 buckled damaged doors on our train. I then remember

 2 staff in his reflective jacket in a parallel train. It

 3 was then someone called 'This way out'. We started to

 4 pile out of our carriage which left people in the

 5 carriage, but those who could walk got up and left.

 6 "We made our way into the next carriage and that was

 7 the first time I was aware ..."

 8 Then, my Lady, the statement is, I'm afraid,

 9 illegible.

10 "... I was aware ... and then again into the next

11 carriage. As we neared the end of the train, the lights

12 were still on. At the last carriage, two members of

13 staff had placed a set of steps and led us down then to

14 the platform. There they propped me up. Various people

15 attended to me and various cool face masks were applied

16 to my face and hands. Some gave me oxygen. Then some

17 green-suited paramedics assessed me and moved on to the

18 next person. I remember firemen with cutting equipment

19 and stretchers then returning with more injured persons.

20 I was assessed and two staff moved me up on to the

21 concourse. We were ushered into Marks & Spencers and

22 then out to the Metropole Hotel but ended up in

23 Marks & Spencers.

24 "In Marks & Spencers I was given further medical

25 attention and then assessed as serious and taken by
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 1 ambulance to St Mary's Accident and Emergency Unit where

 2 I was given tetanus and morphine and put on a saline

 3 drip."

 4 The third statement, my Lady, is that of

 5 Juan Riano-Perez who was a passenger in the bombed

 6 carriage. His statement is dated 26 July 2005.

 7 I should have said, my Lady, all the statements, as

 8 usual, are preceded by the usual declarations of truth.

 9 Statement of MR JUAN RIANO-PEREZ read

10 "... I came to the United Kingdom in 1997. To get

11 to my job, I normally travel from Edgware Road station

12 to High Street Kensington. On Thursday, 7 July,

13 I walked to Edgware Road station from my sister's house.

14 I got to the station about 8.55 and went to the train.

15 I waited by where the steps go up over to platform 1

16 about in the middle. There were not many people

17 waiting, only about ten people. The train came in and

18 I boarded. I had been shown a map of the train and the

19 carriages marked by exhibit NRF/1. I see by the map

20 that I boarded carriage number 3."

21 In fact, my Lady, he boards carriage number 2. His

22 plan is [INQ8554-2] and we can see a small round circle

23 two-thirds of the way along the carriage, if it could be

24 rotated and enlarged, please, it's the middle section of

25 the carriage on the right, and there's a mark there in
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 1 the carriage.

 2 Could we also, please, have [INQ10282-8]? This

 3 gentleman was assessed as being at seat number 33, which

 4 my Lady will see is on the top right-hand corner of the

 5 diagram:

 6 "There were no seats and I leant up against the

 7 glass partition that separates the seats from the door.

 8 I have marked on the map where I was standing on the

 9 carriage. I remember a dark-haired lady near me who was

10 holding on to the Tube next to the glass. I had my back

11 to the glass, so I was facing the opposite direction to

12 the way the train was going. When I boarded, I looked

13 to see if there were any seats available, but they were

14 all taken and, for that reason, I placed myself against

15 the glass and opened up my paper.

16 "I did not notice anything suspicious. The train

17 left and, about 6 or 7 seconds later, there was an

18 explosion. I remember that it was very loud, with

19 a flash, and black smoke which enveloped me. It was

20 like when you dive into the water and at that moment you

21 are isolated from sound. I felt the gust of wind like

22 a hurricane. It lasted some 3 or 4 seconds. I fell

23 face down because there was no support in front of me.

24 I think the glass broke. I remember the chaos and that

25 there was no light. It was darker than dark. People
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 1 were shouting. Just before the explosion, I felt that

 2 there was a train going by in the opposite direction.

 3 In the beginning, I thought the smoke was going to

 4 suffocate me and there were people banging on the glass

 5 trying to get out, but after the initial storm had

 6 passed, people were trying to calm each other down.

 7 "After some 4 minutes, smoke disappeared and I could

 8 see that the door was broken and the smoke could get

 9 out. At that point, the lights came on in the other

10 train across from us. I then touched my head and

11 realised that I had a cut on my head, nothing more.

12 I felt my head, and it was wet and something was running

13 down and I supposed that it was blood. I could see the

14 dark haired lady on the floor, very silent and quiet,

15 but I think alive. I could also see bags on the floor

16 and mobiles with their lights on and people on the

17 floor.

18 "I looked towards the middle of the carriage and saw

19 a crater. I seemed to see people climbing out of the

20 crater. By the little I could see, I saw people sitting

21 around the crater hugging each other or helping. More

22 or less at that moment, I heard shouting from a man and

23 a woman and I realised they were outside the train.

24 I had heard shouts before, but I was dazed by the

25 explosion. I went to the small door opposite to the one
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 1 where I had boarded and realised it wasn't there.

 2 I leant out and looked towards the platform where there

 3 was light and heard the voice of a woman below asking

 4 for help and I jumped out. When I jumped out,

 5 I realised that the door was up against the carriage

 6 between the carriage and the wall."

 7 My Lady, it may be that the witness was intending to

 8 say the door was up against the wall, between the

 9 carriage and the wall:

10 "I went first towards the woman who was white, slim,

11 with long blond hair, about 35 years' old, and was in

12 a lot of pain. I saw that her knee was split open with

13 the bone coming out and with a huge swollen eye and

14 there was a lot of blood."

15 My Lady, we assess that that lady was Alison Sayer

16 whose statement I will read next:

17 "I went to help her and picked her up. She was

18 shaking. I wanted to carry her to the platform, but it

19 was very difficult and I therefore tried to lift her up

20 to the carriage. There was a bloke, I think Italian,

21 who was close by in the carriage, and I asked him to

22 help me. I carried her by one end and he carried her by

23 the other. I did not see her again. I then saw a man

24 some metres away from there towards the platform and

25 with a door on top of him. I think he had some sort of
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 1 light in his hand, he was moving it about like a signal.

 2 I should add that the last time I saw the woman, the boy

 3 was carrying her, but I do not know what happened.

 4 "I went to the man and saw that he did not have any

 5 legs. I lifted the door off him and put a bag that he

 6 had under him to support his head, because he was saying

 7 'My head, my head'. I don't think that he knew he had

 8 lost his legs. At that moment, I shouted to the rescue

 9 workers who were on the platform and one of them came

10 towards me. He helped me to finish getting the door

11 off. Before that, I noticed that there was a leg

12 hanging on something like cables on the wall. He also

13 saw the leg there and told me to be careful with my

14 head. He told me that other rescue workers were coming

15 to help and that I could leave. I walked towards the

16 platform. When I got to where the ticket machines were,

17 I was very confused and was offered help. I turned it

18 down because, in comparison to the other people, I was

19 much better off.

20 "When I got there, I realised there was blood

21 running down my head and that my arms were black from

22 the smoke. I left the station and went to my sister's

23 house close by. My sister was at home and helped me and

24 I told her not to worry."

25 My Lady, the next statement is that of Alison Sayer,
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 1 the lady to whom I've just made reference, her statement

 2 is dated 12 July 2005.

 3 Statement of MS ALISON SAYER read

 4 "This is my written statement that was conducted

 5 with a tape-recorded statement that I gave to the police

 6 at St Mary's Hospital, Paddington. That morning I was

 7 going to travel to Paddington to catch a train to

 8 Reading, so I took the bus, which was outside my house

 9 in Balls Pond Road to Highbury Corner. I then took the

10 Victoria Line one stop to King's Cross. Whilst at

11 King's Cross, I made my way around to the Circle Line

12 platform to go into Paddington. I got to the platform

13 and the first train that arrived was going to Watford.

14 I think it was a Metropolitan Line to Watford.

15 "The next Tube, which was about a minute later, was

16 a Circle Line Tube. This is the one I took. Just

17 before this Circle Line Tube came in, I started to turn

18 right at the turnstiles to walk up the platform so

19 I would be on the front of the train. I noticed there

20 was quite a lot of people by the turnstiles. That's why

21 I walked up the platform. There wasn't as many people

22 around at the top of the platform.

23 "When I say it was reasonably busy, it was not as

24 busy as if I had gone to Islington on the Victoria Line.

25 I stood for about a minute. I then put on my iPod while
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 1 waiting for the Circle Line Tube. I was listening to an

 2 Australian group called Powder Finger and I had the

 3 volume at a reasonable level. I did not really notice

 4 or was aware of anybody around me. I think I was about

 5 two carriage lengths from the top of the platform.

 6 "The Circle Line Tube then arrived and I think I got

 7 into the rear of the second carriage. The doors on this

 8 Tube are two sliding doors. I know I got on to the rear

 9 of the carriage, as I was too far up to be at the front

10 of the third carriage. I think when I got on to the

11 Tube, not many people got on with me, I think maybe

12 five. I do not really remember anything about them.

13 I do not know if they were male or female. I got on to

14 the carriage. It was [not] particularly crammed ..."

15 My Lady, the statement says "particularly crammed",

16 but members of your Secretariat have listened to the

17 original tape-recorded interviews from which this

18 statement was taken and have ascertained that there is

19 a "not" missing there:

20 "... but there were no seats available, so I walked

21 to the double door directly opposite the door I had just

22 entered the carriage through. These other doors were

23 closed - I got to these doors and then turned around so

24 my back was to the closed double doors. I noticed a few

25 people standing by the door areas of this platform.
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 1 I then held on to a pole. I think I held on to it with

 2 my left hand. I do not know."

 3 My Lady, if we could look at [INQ10282-8], we will see

 4 Alison Sayer has been given the number, number 24, which

 5 shows that she is assessed as standing in the entrance

 6 area adjacent to double doors D6:

 7 "There was no one standing beside me, but there had

 8 been a couple of people standing opposite me by the

 9 other door. I cannot really remember because I was in

10 another world thinking about what I was going to discuss

11 in my meeting, along the work I had done earlier before

12 getting on to the Tube, and that was going through my

13 head. I also had my iPod on.

14 "I do remember the Tube doors closing and

15 I remember, but I do not know why, but I noticed people

16 on the platform standing, and I had a bizarre thought

17 about why were people waiting to get the Hammersmith &

18 City Line, as most people wait to get a Circle Line if

19 you are going in that direction.

20 "I am surprised not even one got on.

21 "The next thing I remember is that the Tube moved

22 off. I was not paying much attention to the stops. My

23 first recollection was arriving at Edgware Road as the

24 sun was coming in because it is above ground. The sun

25 was coming in through the doors. This is my last
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 1 conscious memory of being on this train. I knew I had

 2 only one more stop to Paddington. I did not notice

 3 anyone getting off or getting on to the train at

 4 Edgware Road because I think I was reading a text or

 5 something sent by a colleague who was meeting me at

 6 Reading to then go on to this meeting.

 7 "The next thing was I vaguely remember the train

 8 moving slowly from Edgware Tube. I do not know, as

 9 I was still thinking about the text message. The next

10 thing I recall is a noise. I cannot even say, it is

11 like a dream, I cannot even describe to you what the

12 noise sounded like, it happened so quickly. It came

13 from my left side, so from up the carriage towards the

14 front of the train, definitely the front of the train.

15 I think it was a noise so loud that I have never heard

16 before, that is why I cannot describe or put words

17 around what it actually was. I just remember hearing

18 it, then turning towards it and seeing fire coming

19 across my head, across the roof of the carriage, lots of

20 flames.

21 "So I then had my instinct to grab my hands over my

22 hair because I did not want my hair to catch fire.

23 I then screamed out. I realised that something had

24 happened to the train, but like in a split second long

25 see the glass smashed everywhere. I remember getting
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 1 hit and completely showered by the glass. There was

 2 glass everywhere. I remember the noise, then the flames

 3 and fire, then dust as well.

 4 "I could see this dust spin up from me, then the

 5 glass. I only saw this for a second or two. Then my

 6 reaction was to duck my head and try to wave the flames

 7 away from me. Then the glass smashed and this is the

 8 last thing I remember. I have no idea what happened to

 9 me after that. My last recollection was the glass, but

10 I was fine.

11 "I then came to, later on, and I was lying on the

12 track on the side between the train and the tunnel wall.

13 It seemed to me to be between one and a half to two

14 metres gap where I ended up. I just remember two guys

15 with me, a man called Tim ..."

16 My Lady, that is Mr Tim Coulson from whom we'll

17 hear.

18 "... and another one called Mark. I cannot remember

19 if they were talking to me or how I came round, but

20 I remember when I did come round asking 'Where am I and

21 what happened?' and they said, 'There has been an

22 accident and you are on the Tube at Edgware Road'.

23 I think we all thought that the train engine had

24 exploded. Both the guys kept talking to me telling the

25 paramedics were on their way to help, asking my name and
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 1 where I worked, and they were telling me what they did.

 2 In between, I remembered having some really weird dreams

 3 about being on a Tube and it was all going wrong, so

 4 when I woke up, I was not sure if I was still dreaming

 5 or if it was real, because in my dream I was not hurt,

 6 but something was going on in my subconscious. Tim told

 7 me he was a passenger on another train coming in from

 8 Paddington, the one that crossed when it all happened on

 9 our train.

10 "Tim stayed with me up until I got to A&E and Mark

11 left when the paramedics arrived. I do not know how

12 I got onto the tracks, I do not recall, but I was told

13 by the paramedics that I was thrown from the train when

14 the door was opened. I think that is how I got my

15 injuries. I noticed my clothing was pretty much in one

16 piece, but my rucksack with my laptop in it and my diary

17 along with my work-related stuff/books and that was

18 completely gone, but my handbag, which I was wearing

19 across my shoulder, was still on me and the straps of

20 the backpack were still on my shoulder."

21 My Lady, she then describes how she was physically

22 lifted up on a stretcher and how she was taken out of

23 the station and how she describes, as she said before,

24 how Mr Coulson stayed with her and the other gentleman

25 went with the other paramedics.
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 1 I don't think, unless anybody wishes me to read out

 2 the rest of her statement, that it adds greatly to the

 3 sum of the knowledge.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.

 5 MR KEITH: My Lady, the last witness whose statement

 6 I propose to read is that of Bill Mann, whose statement

 7 is dated 17 July 2005.

 8 Statement of MR BILL MANN read

 9 "This statement is taken from an audio-recorded

10 statement I gave to police on Friday, 16 July 2005. On

11 the day in question I got up at about 6.30 and got

12 myself ready for work. I walked round to Upminster

13 train station and, because I was running a bit late ...

14 I caught the 7.48 to Fenchurch Street. I bumped into my

15 brother-in-law at the station and we travelled together

16 on the mainline to Fenchurch Street where he went his

17 way and I went mine.

18 "I walked out of Fenchurch Street by a back entrance

19 and walked to Tower Hill. I went down to the platform.

20 It is signposted eastbound because it goes round to

21 Aldgate station first. I went to the same part of the

22 platform that I always go to, towards the end, my usual

23 routine. This part of the platform would put me towards

24 the rear of the train as it pulls in. There were some

25 people on the platform, but I do not recall anything
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 1 about them.

 2 "I got on the carriage that the bomb was on. This

 3 was the second carriage from the end, and I did not

 4 change carriages at any time. This would have been

 5 about 8.20.

 6 "As I recall the train, it had two sets of double

 7 doors and, when the train pulled in, I got on the

 8 carriage via the double doors closest to the end of the

 9 train to the rear of the carriage. I sat down on the

10 seat immediately to the right of the double doors on the

11 side that I got on. There was a glass panel immediately

12 to my left. The train was busy, but not packed. All

13 the seats were taken, and some people were standing."

14 My Lady, on [INQ10282-8], Mr Mann is assessed as being

15 at number 30, that is to say towards the rear of

16 carriage 2 on the trackside of the carriage as opposed

17 to the tunnel wall side.

18 "I was reading my Metro newspaper so I do not recall

19 much about the other passengers, but the person

20 I remember most was a young man who clearly had a mental

21 disability. I do not know if he got on at Tower Hill,

22 but at some point shortly after ... he got on. It was

23 obvious ... [from] his actions and behaviour and he sat

24 in a seat opposite me. He had a rucksack. After

25 a while, he picked up a Metro newspaper off the floor
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 1 and began reading it.

 2 "If I remember correctly, his name was James,

 3 because I ended up speaking to him after the explosion.

 4 I do not recall any of the other passengers. I found

 5 out later he was autistic.

 6 "I was flicking through the Metro and I do not

 7 specifically recall going through individual stations,

 8 but at some point I stopped reading the Metro and put it

 9 down beside me and was just waiting to get to my

10 destination. I was watching James out of the corner of

11 my eye but I was not watching anyone else. I cannot

12 remember specific individuals at that point.

13 "My next recollection is when the explosion went

14 off. It said in the papers it was 08.50 and that makes

15 sense. It would have been around that time. It was

16 08.45 to 08.50. I do remember I was sitting down, and

17 I do remember the bang. It was an incredibly loud

18 explosion. My first memory is actually being thrown

19 through the air. I do not remember being lifted from my

20 seat, but I do remember being halfway from my side of

21 the carriage to the next. I was not thrown directly

22 across towards James. I was thrown diagonally across

23 towards the opposite doorway towards where the chap with

24 the rucksack would have been standing. The lights went

25 out. I do not remember them going out, but I was flying
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 1 through the air. It was dark, and I remember what

 2 I thought at the time were sparks raining down on us.

 3 But I think it must have been burning embers from the

 4 bomb. I think I must have closed my eyes and I fell

 5 forward on to my knees. I think my right hand grabbed

 6 the pole where the glass panel would have been, you know

 7 the handrail on the opposite side. I remember thinking

 8 'Is this it, is this where I go, is this how I go, is

 9 this the age I go at?'.

10 "While I was thinking that, I remember feeling other

11 people being thrown about the carriage. People were

12 bumping into my legs, so there must have been people on

13 the floor. I did not bang my head. I did not bang

14 anything. I just went down on my knees and grabbed this

15 pole. I was thinking 'I could die here', and

16 I remembered being incredibly angry because I thought it

17 was a train crash, I thought 'What a bloody stupid way

18 to go. I'm going to leave a wife and four children'.

19 The explosion dissipated and I stood up and looked

20 around me. The autistic chap also stood up. He

21 immediately started to panic. He was saying 'What's

22 happened? What am I going to tell the college, what am

23 I going to tell my dad? Are we going to die?'

24 I remember a chap standing in the doorway D ..."

25 My Lady, D is marked on a plan he produces, and
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 1 could we have, please, on the screen [INQ8429-2], and if

 2 you could rotate it. My Lady, the top plan is the plan

 3 before the explosion and this witness, Mr Mann, enters

 4 the train and sits at seat A. James, the young lad, is

 5 opposite at B. After the explosion, everybody has

 6 fallen to the floor and he now recollects D as being:

 7 "... a man with a light-coloured shirt on, possibly

 8 with a light check on it. It might have been white. He

 9 definitely did not have a jacket. It looked to me as if

10 he was more or less uninjured. We were both saying to

11 James 'It's okay, we're going to be okay, we're fine'.

12 I remember a number of women screaming hysterically and

13 panicking. I remember the screams of people who were

14 obviously seriously injured. So you had the

15 high-pitched screams and underneath that you've got the

16 more scary screams of people going through a tremendous

17 amount of pain. I just stood there really taking it in.

18 I think all of the windows in that carriage were

19 shattered. There was glass everywhere. There was a lot

20 of soot hanging in the air and one of my first fears was

21 if there was going to be a fire, and I remember a lady

22 saying, 'What if there is a fire?' I thought 'I don't

23 even want to think if there's a fire, because that would

24 be it'.

25 "Whilst there was some smoke, there wasn't a huge
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 1 amount of smoke hanging in the air and after a while it

 2 seemed to go. A woman was standing with us. She must

 3 have got out of one of the seats, I do not remember

 4 which. She had a light-coloured outdoor coat on (E).

 5 She said to me, 'I think my hair is burnt or singed'.

 6 I put my hair up to feel it and felt all the soot.

 7 I told her she was fine. I spoke to her a number of

 8 times afterwards and lent her my phone at some point.

 9 She was also speaking with James so I did not feel I had

10 to stay with James. I was looking around at what was

11 going on and I remember speaking to two people. One was

12 a coloured lady (F). She was sitting on one of the

13 benches towards the back of the train. I asked her,

14 'Are you okay?' she seemed very dazed but seemed to be

15 okay. At some point, I also remember speaking to

16 another lady, she seemed to be sitting in the same

17 position. They may have moved around, unless I'm

18 confused, she was also coloured but lighter-skinned.

19 She did not speak much English. She was almost

20 whispering. She was certainly dazed, if not concussed.

21 "At some point, they must have got off because they

22 had left before I did. I did not see them go.

23 I remember the door to the rear of the train being

24 opened and I could see into the far carriage. This

25 would have been the very end of the carriage. At some
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 1 point, they were evacuating out of the rear of the train

 2 back up to the Edgware Road station. We were not very

 3 far into the tunnel, 50 yards if that, and I am assuming

 4 these two ladies would have walked that way.

 5 "I remember a chap standing in the doorway (H) on

 6 the map, when those doors were opened saying, 'Look,

 7 there's a lot of smoke in that carriage, shouldn't we

 8 stay?'. I just ignored him because I thought 'Well,

 9 everyone's got to make their own decisions now'.

10 I can't tell people to stay, it could be completely the

11 wrong thing to do. I remember thinking 'What do I do?',

12 the emergency services hadn't turned up at that stage,

13 I was thinking I could get out now, a big part of me

14 wanted to get away as far as possible, but I decided

15 I couldn't leave the people I was with because some of

16 them were obviously seriously injured.

17 "I felt at this point there was no risk of fire.

18 I thought, 'Well, I'll stay'. I wanted to get out and

19 I wanted to phone home but I could not leave the people

20 that were there. There seemed to be a period of time

21 when we were just waiting, and there were a number of

22 things I remember at that point. There was

23 a middle-aged gentleman sitting where James had sat at

24 (I). He was a professor. He has been in the paper.

25 A picture of him with a bandage around his head."
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 1 My Lady, he identifies that gentleman subsequently

 2 as being a man called John Tulloch, from whom we'll

 3 hear:

 4 "He appeared to be in a dreadful state. His head

 5 was totally covered in blood. He was very dazed and

 6 possibly concussed. Those of us that were there were

 7 speaking to him. He was asking about his bag or his

 8 briefcase. He seemed to be very concerned about his

 9 briefcase. I was told subsequently he had a family

10 heirloom in it. I do not know if that is true or not

11 but he asked a number of times for it. He was talking.

12 He was awake, if not dazed.

13 "I turned my attention to other areas of the train.

14 Now lying on the floor in front of where I had been

15 sitting, so between where I was sitting and where James

16 was sitting, there were two American sisters, Katy and

17 Emily."

18 My Lady, those are the Benton sisters:

19 "Emily was closest to me. I remember the names

20 because my oldest is Emily and I have a niece called

21 Katy, so the names struck me. Emily was saying she had

22 a bad cut to her hand and I looked at it and it wasn't

23 that bad, but it was fairly deep and wide so I looked

24 round to get something to wrap round it and found

25 a piece of clothing. It probably was not that clean but
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 1 I got her to put it round it and told her to hold it up

 2 to keep the blood pressure away, which is what she tried

 3 to do. She had it up towards her shoulder. Katy was

 4 saying that Emily also had a bad leg. It was quite

 5 painful and I assumed it was broken. It did not seem to

 6 be bleeding. Katy seemed to be uninjured. I knelt down

 7 behind Emily so she could lean against me for a while

 8 which she did. Again, I was talking to them, but I do

 9 not recall what I said. After a while, I began to feel

10 really uncomfortable so I asked the chap with the white

11 shirt if he could swap places, which we did. So he

12 knelt down and Emily leant against him and I stood up.

13 Emily seemed to be drifting in and out of consciousness,

14 but this guy was marvellous at talking to them.

15 "Looking further up the carriage, I do remember that

16 there was a body of a male lying face down at (L),

17 further up from where the sisters were lying on the

18 ground. It was between the two sets of doors but

19 towards the front doors and on the side of the carriage

20 that I had been sitting.

21 "I remember looking at that body a couple of times

22 and thinking that 'Hasn't anyone checked that person?',

23 and part of me was thinking, 'Well, probably pointless

24 checking'. Lying beside the body was another gentleman,

25 who was lying face up at (M), and there was a chap
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 1 standing in that doorway (N) trying to tend to him.

 2 I cannot remember a great deal about him. He was fairly

 3 large, not hugely overweight, but fairly big build.

 4 I remember him taking his shirt off to either use as

 5 a pillow or somehow use it in how he was looking after

 6 this chap lying down.

 7 "The chap lying down seemed to be awake but was not

 8 really moving much, so I do not know whether he was

 9 paralysed or whether he had broken bones, but he was

10 lying very still. The chap looking after him asked me

11 if anyone had a phone with a light that they could use

12 to see what was going on. There were no lights in the

13 carriage. I remember a couple of lights on the tunnel

14 wall so it was not completely dark, but you obviously

15 could not see a great deal.

16 "I could see the next set of doorways. I could see

17 these people on the ground. I looked to the far

18 doorway. There seemed to be a bloody great hole. The

19 door seemed to be gone, a big hole, I assume that is

20 where the bomb was. I also remember in that doorway

21 I could not see the victim but I could see someone

22 kneeling down performing CPR on someone, but because it

23 was on the floor and it was screened by the seats,

24 I could not see who it was. I do not remember much

25 beyond that, but at some point I looked towards the next
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 1 carriage, the one towards the front of the train, and

 2 could see people looking in at us with absolute horror

 3 on their faces, but do I not remember seeing anyone else

 4 in our carriage.

 5 "I remember there was a train parallel to us which

 6 would have been coming in the opposite direction, so it

 7 would be coming from Paddington to Edgware Road.

 8 I remember the horror on their faces as they looked in.

 9 "The carriage in front of ours and the train beside

10 us, there did not seem to be any real damage, but our

11 carriage, I have described to people, was like being

12 inside an exploded firework. You know, bits of it blown

13 out, and just black and soot. At some point, the people

14 in that carriage broke the windows of their carriage to

15 get through. I think they used an axe or something

16 because it made a loud bang and those of us on the

17 carriage jumped out of our skins at that point. They

18 first broke the windows on the far doorway and then the

19 doorway where I was standing. A couple of people

20 climbed over to help. I remember helping two people

21 through. One of them had a beard (P). I seem to

22 remember he had a coat on. At one point, I looked out

23 both sets of doors, the doors that I got on, which was

24 between the two carriages, and I thought it was strange

25 because I thought it was a collision, but both trains
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 1 were still on the tracks.

 2 "Then I looked out the other set of doors and was

 3 surprised because there was a lot of people outside the

 4 train on the ground between the train and the tunnel

 5 wall, a distance of 2 to 3 feet.

 6 "I went back to looking at what was going on in the

 7 carriage, but a short while after someone called out

 8 that they wanted to lift a lady onto the carriage floor

 9 at (Q) and somebody standing in the carriage clearing

10 the glass away. The people outside the train, which

11 included the chap with the beard that had climbed in to

12 help us, wanted to lift this lady on, and I looked

13 around and I thought I needed to find something to use

14 as a pillow. So I found what looked like someone's

15 laptop bag, and I put that down. It didn't seem very

16 deep and did not look very effective as a pillow, so I

17 looked around and there was another small suitcase-type

18 holdall, it looked one of those with a pullout handle.

19 It's horrific, but I remember picking it up and

20 I grabbed something wet and sticky on the handle. I put

21 it down again and looked at it. I do not know what it

22 was, but it seemed to have a piece of hair on it. It

23 looked like a piece of flesh.

24 "Anyway, I turned the suitcase sideways, and I used

25 it because there was nothing else around and I put it on
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 1 top of the laptop bag. A couple of people outside the

 2 train, someone on the carriage and myself lifted this

 3 lady on to the carriage floor and she screamed blue

 4 murder because of her leg. Any movement was extremely

 5 painful. The chap with the beard was extremely good.

 6 He was very calm and soothing. He was explaining to the

 7 lady exactly what he was doing. I assumed he had some

 8 sort of training and he stood outside the carriage with

 9 her bad leg on his shoulder. He seemed to settle down.

10 There was nothing else I could do for her at this stage.

11 "I then remember a paramedic (R) came through. He

12 went forward from where we were and, when he came back,

13 a couple of his colleagues had caught him up, and he

14 said to them 'We've got five fatalities and five

15 seriously injured'. I then thought 'What do I do now?'

16 Part of me did not want to leave because I was with that

17 group of people, but then I thought 'I can't help. If

18 the professionals are here, the best thing that I can do

19 is to get out of their way'. So I thought I would

20 leave.

21 "The end carriage was completely empty at this

22 stage. The people in there had gone. The people in the

23 parallel train had gone. So I started to walk through

24 the end carriage. I started to shake and started to

25 feel really emotional and I thought 'I am going into
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 1 shock'. I have done some simple first aid training and

 2 I recognised it. I got to the end of the carriage and

 3 went down to the stepladder backwards. There seemed to

 4 be a lot of people on the track, dark-red uniforms,

 5 I took them to be the Fire Brigade. I walked along the

 6 track. There were a lot people guiding us up on the

 7 railway line. I called my wife as I walked along the

 8 track. I tried to tell her what happened, and I still

 9 assumed it was some sort of train smash. I also called

10 my mother.

11 "I got to the platform at Edgware Road, climbed up

12 the steps, got outside on to the pavement, and just

13 leaned against the wall there. Someone said to me all

14 the injured or victims were going into Marks & Spencers.

15 It was a person in uniform, but I don't recall anything

16 else."

17 My Lady, he then describes events inside the

18 Marks & Spencers store. He gives a description of some

19 of the injured there and the directions to move to the

20 Hilton Metropole Hotel on account of the secondary

21 device. My Lady, the remainder of the statement in

22 which he gives a description of the persons whom he

23 encounters contains details which I've incorporated into

24 the statement as I've read out.

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much. 10.00 tomorrow,
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 1 please.

 2 (1.32 pm)

 3 (The inquests adjourned until 10.00 am the following day)

 4
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