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 2 (10.00 am)

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Keith, may I mention one matter?

 4 I have heard from members of one of the bereaved

 5 families that they have been receiving phone calls from

 6 the press at home and they have found them particularly

 7 distressing and upsetting, and, therefore, I would ask

 8 representatives of the press to remember what I said at

 9 the very beginning. I'm sure any member of a bereaved

10 family who wishes to speak to the press will make

11 themselves known to the press and I would ask that they

12 respect the privacy of the bereaved families where they

13 don't wish to speak to the press, and they certainly

14 don't wish to be contacted at home.

15 MR KEITH: Thank you, my Lady.

16 In relation to this morning's evidence, Mr Hay will

17 call the first witness.

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you. Mr Hay?

19 MR HAY: My Lady, may I invite you to call Daniel Belsten,

20 please?

21 MR DANIEL BRIAN BELSTEN (sworn)

22 Questions by MR HAY

23 MR HAY: Mr Belsten, can you give your full name to the

24 court, please?

25 A. Daniel Brian Belsten.
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 1 Q. Mr Belsten, I want to ask you some questions regarding

 2 7 July 2005. On that day, you had a contract to work on

 3 a site in London?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. You were with Stuart Bullen?

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. I think you were meant to be at work at 8.00 but,

 8 unfortunately, you had overslept?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. You boarded the westbound Circle Line train at

11 Edgware Road?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. If we could have up on the screen, please, [INQ10282-8].

14 Mr Belsten, this is a plan of the carriage and the front

15 is on the left-hand side, the rear is on the right-hand

16 side, and the position which has been allocated to you

17 by the Metropolitan Police based on your witness

18 statement is number 3.

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Does that seem correct to you?

21 A. That's right that, yes.

22 Q. I think you were reading the newspaper when the train

23 moved off?

24 A. Yes, when I got on the train as well.

25 Q. I think it's apparent from your statement that you're
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 1 quite a big Manchester City fan.

 2 A. Yes, that's right.

 3 Q. You were reading about Manchester City?

 4 A. I was stood on the platform and was just reading a paper

 5 and where the -- when the Tube stopped, was parallel

 6 with me to the doors, so I didn't have time to look

 7 around, I just got on --

 8 Q. Got on and sat down?

 9 A. -- and sat down and just carried on reading the paper,

10 yes.

11 Q. Mr Belsten, it's quite a large courtroom.

12 Unfortunately, the microphone in front of you doesn't

13 amplify your voice, it only relays and records it, so if

14 you could do your best to speak up. Thank you.

15 The train moved off and we know that the explosion

16 then occurred. What do you recollect of the explosion

17 itself?

18 A. I just felt a whack to the side of my head and just

19 a big white flash, a big whack to the side of my head

20 and -- I don't know, just everything was in slow motion.

21 I just felt everything was just going in slow motion and

22 I just felt like I was falling through the floor of the

23 carriage, and I could feel -- you know, I could smell

24 all hot metal burning and felt like I was being

25 electrocuted, you know, I just felt like I was, you

3

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 know, being electrocuted, like, and I felt like my --

 2 I could feel burning metal and I felt -- to me, it felt

 3 like my legs was on the track and they was going down

 4 the track and my legs were getting sliced off.

 5 Q. Do you know whether or not you lost consciousness?

 6 A. I thought -- I thought I did. I thought I was on the

 7 other side, to be honest, but I just remember -- I just

 8 remember the doors being on top of me or something,

 9 I was trapped down on the floor, and then -- then

10 I looked up and there was Susanna, who looked at me and

11 helped me.

12 Q. When you came round, looking at the plan in front of you

13 on the screen, I think you said you were on the floor.

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. Were you on the floor between the two banks of seats at

16 the front of the carriage?

17 A. Just -- it looks right where I was, just sat right in

18 front of me, right in the middle.

19 Q. Were your legs trapped?

20 A. Apparently, the doors was on top of me, the doors had

21 been blown out and they was on top of me, and Susanna

22 and then somebody else -- I don't know who he was --

23 helped me, lifted the door off me, and put me into the

24 seat.

25 Q. The door you're referring to, is that the door --
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 1 A. To the left of me, yes.

 2 Q. To the left of adjoining carriage?

 3 A. No, the door of the -- where you get on the Tube.

 4 Q. The door where you get on?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. So doing the best you can -- and I know it might be

 7 difficult -- do you know whether or not that would be

 8 double doors D1 or double doors D2, or you can't say?

 9 A. I can't say, but I would imagine D1. But they was both

10 blown out.

11 Q. Before the doors moved off you, and you were able to get

12 back up and sit down, where was Mr Bullen at that point,

13 do you know?

14 A. He was underneath me, I was on top of him.

15 Q. When you came round, how was it that Mr Bullen was able

16 to get out from underneath you?

17 A. I could hear him, he was, like, screaming -- I was lying

18 on top of him. He was screaming, you know, "Get off,

19 get off", like, and then someone came and helped get the

20 doors up, but I -- you know, that's when I thought --

21 I thought I'd lost my legs and, when I got helped up,

22 I got put into the seat, and then -- because I was

23 wearing shorts and I looked down at my legs and they

24 were still there, and I just felt a bit relieved that...

25 Q. Before the door was lifted off you and before you were
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 1 able to sit down, did you look around the carriage?

 2 A. No, I was -- I might have been out unconscious, I don't

 3 know, for a minute or something, but when I got help,

 4 I was trapped and I was looking with my head towards the

 5 doors that adjoins on to the next carriage. That's the

 6 way that my head was pointing towards.

 7 Q. So when you came round, you were facing towards the

 8 first carriage?

 9 A. My legs would have been going towards the -- in between

10 the double doors and my head was facing towards the door

11 that adjoins the carriage.

12 Q. The doors were lifted off you and you were sat in --

13 back in the seat that you were in before or the one next

14 to it?

15 A. Yes, that seat.

16 Q. At that point, what were the conditions like in the

17 carriage? Were you able to see? Was there light, was

18 it smoky?

19 A. No, it was -- I looked up and, where that door adjoins

20 to the next carriage, that's where Susanna appeared,

21 because I was lying there and -- she said she came on

22 and she just looked around, she said -- and she said she

23 thought I was, you know -- she thought I was dead until

24 my eyes looked up, moved up, looked up at her, and

25 that's when she decided to help me. Then I got put into
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 1 my seat and I was just like in this weird place, you

 2 know, there was no noise, there was no noise, but

 3 I looked through that door and there was an adjoining --

 4 the train on the next line, there was like a light

 5 coming off there through that door, so it was like

 6 a white light, and you could see on the other train,

 7 because that was a busy train, you could see people all

 8 trying to smash the glass to get through on to our

 9 train, and on our train there were no lights on it at

10 all, it was just, like, you know, pitch black, but it

11 was just -- no real light from the other train, and all

12 smoke everywhere and stuff.

13 Q. Do you know whether or not the people who were on the

14 other train, when they were trying to smash the glass,

15 whether they did so or not?

16 A. I don't know, I was just sat there in shock, just dazed.

17 Q. What do you recollect of the people who were sitting

18 opposite you?

19 A. Directly facing me was a man, I remember -- when I was

20 reading my paper, I might have just glanced at him first

21 because I noticed he had, like, black pants and shirt

22 and tie on and stuff on, and the next time I looked, his

23 pants had been blown off him, he was sat there with his

24 underpants, and I was looking at him, he was like sat

25 there in the same as me, and there was a lady to his
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 1 left, she was struggling with her breathing, she was

 2 holding her chest, and crying out, and holding her

 3 chest.

 4 Q. You drew a diagram of what you remember, and where

 5 things were. If we could have that up on the screen,

 6 please, that's [INQ8559-2], and I think the "X" on the

 7 right-hand side marks where you were sitting. I think

 8 the "S" is for Stuart, Mr Bullen?

 9 A. For Stuart.

10 Q. And "A" and "B" are the people who were opposite you.

11 Can I ask you what you recollect about the area D?

12 A. That was where the hole was blown into the floor, it

13 looked like where a bomb must have gone off. That's

14 where the hole appeared that was in the carriage when

15 I looked over.

16 Q. What does "E" refer to?

17 A. E was like legs, there was like legs just sticking out

18 of the hole, and there was just loads of blood, I could

19 see it was dead thick blood, all there.

20 Q. Were you able to see anyone around the hole at all?

21 A. See, all the carriage was blown out, so you could see it

22 was all like the tunnel, and it's just all a mess

23 everywhere.

24 Q. You said you could see legs at E.

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. Could you see anything else? Could you see the upper

 2 half of a torso or anything like that?

 3 A. At that point there, no.

 4 Q. Around that area?

 5 A. No.

 6 Q. I want to ask you about C. What do you recollect seeing

 7 at C?

 8 A. I remember looking over and just seeing what looked like

 9 a head.

10 Q. Do you recollect seeing that from the point that you

11 were sitting down --

12 A. I think so, yes.

13 Q. -- or was it the point that you were lying down on the

14 floor?

15 A. I was sitting down, I was just looking over, I just sat

16 there, just staring into space and I was just looking at

17 it like, just thinking, I don't know, it's just crazy,

18 crazy the situation I was in.

19 Q. Are you able to say whether or not the head was male or

20 female?

21 A. I thought it was male.

22 Q. You've referred quite a lot to Susanna who helped you.

23 What did she do for you?

24 A. I remember her appearing just in the carriage and

25 I thought I was gone, you know, I thought I'd died, and

9

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 some girl appeared in the carriage with this white

 2 glowing light around her and, you know, a pair of legs

 3 and I just ended up looking up at her and thinking

 4 "Where am I here?", and the next thing she looked down

 5 at me, she made eye contact with me and she just helped

 6 me, and helped me up and stuff. I don't know how long

 7 I was sat back to that seat for, I don't know. Then she

 8 helped me with some other bloke.

 9 Q. Where did she take you?

10 A. Through the first carriage. She was on the first

11 carriage, she got knocked out on the first carriage and

12 come to the next carriage helping people.

13 Q. Did you stay in the first carriage for a bit or --

14 A. No, there was -- all the manholes in the bottom of the

15 carriage were blown out, but I couldn't stay on my feet,

16 you know, I was falling on my feet, and Susanna and this

17 other bloke, you know, helped me up and kept saying

18 "Watch the holes in the floor", so we was like -- but it

19 was like other people all sat there, you know, knocked

20 unconscious or whatever, I don't know, but we just got

21 to the end of the carriage and there was, like, some

22 ladders, wooden steps, to bring you onto the track.

23 Q. Can we have up on the screen, please, [INQ10282-10]?

24 Mr Belsten, this is a plan showing the train in the

25 tunnel, and you can see where it says the second
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 1 carriage, that's the carriage you were originally in.

 2 Then you went into the first carriage. When you came

 3 out from the first carriage down the wooden steps, where

 4 did you go to?

 5 A. I went down and done a left, and then had to walk back

 6 past, to walk back towards -- to walk back towards the

 7 station.

 8 Q. Did you walk along the tunnel wall side or between the

 9 two trains?

10 A. The tunnel wall side.

11 Q. What did you see along the track by the tunnel wall?

12 A. We got to the second carriage and it was all blown out.

13 I know when I was sat back, going back to when I was sat

14 on the -- when I was sat in my seat, behind me, on that

15 wall there, on the tunnel wall side, not where the train

16 was, there was like a hole been blew out in the tunnel

17 and I think there was like a person was on this

18 trackside.

19 Q. The person who was on the trackside, were they male or

20 female?

21 A. I don't know. I think it was a male.

22 Q. Were they by where the side of the second carriage

23 should have been?

24 A. The other -- yes, it was just like, where I was sat, to

25 the left of me there, there was like a hole, blew out
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 1 there, it looked like a hole blew out on the tunnel wall

 2 and there was like a person, like someone had hit the

 3 tunnel wall and dropped to the floor.

 4 Q. When you walked along past the second carriage, did you

 5 look in at all at that point?

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. Do you recollect what you saw then?

 8 A. It was just -- you know, I could see them legs and

 9 I could see a body lying towards, and there was a man

10 stood there helping, from the outside, this is on the

11 outside on the trackside, and you know there was just no

12 noise or nothing, I was just like --

13 Q. The man who was stood there helping --

14 A. Stood there like over this body, like, just --

15 Q. Was this the body where you could see the legs?

16 A. The legs, and I could see some, like, cloth, and I don't

17 know if it was a dress or something, but --

18 Q. Did you see anything red, perhaps, on the legs or

19 orange?

20 A. It was like the legs was up and there was like a thingy

21 coming on his leg, body going down towards the floor --

22 you know, the track itself.

23 Q. That body -- I don't know whether or not you're able to

24 say, but at that point, do you know whether or not that

25 person was alive or dead?

12

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. I don't know.

 2 Q. You carried on walking, presumably, along the tunnel

 3 wall towards Edgware Road. Did there come a point when

 4 you had to stop?

 5 A. Yes. It wasn't very far. Got past that -- where the

 6 hole was in the carriage and just a bit -- about another

 7 five yards up, there was someone else helping somebody,

 8 you know, and like I was getting helped along by these

 9 two, like, and I was -- because I had like a fleece on

10 and I was pumping with sweat and Susanna said, you know,

11 "Take your jacket off", and we sat down, I sat down, and

12 I was just looking back at it all, to my left, I was

13 just looking at it all, sat on the track, you know, on

14 the stones, I was just sat there in this daze, whatever

15 I was in --

16 Q. Do you have any --

17 A. -- just thinking "What's going on here?".

18 Q. Do you have any idea how long you were waiting there

19 for?

20 A. It was a long time. Then someone come and give us

21 a glass of water from somewhere, I don't know but I was

22 still shaky on my feet, and she was saying, you know --

23 and this South African bloke saying "Don't touch the

24 track where it's live". So I was, like, shaky on my

25 feet, and then it felt like a good half hour before
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 1 I got to the platform again.

 2 Q. Where the South African man was, do you ever recall

 3 seeing any paramedics?

 4 A. No.

 5 Q. Eventually, you managed to make your way out of the

 6 station and up to ground level, and I think you went to

 7 the Marks & Spencers?

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. From there, you were taken to St Mary's Hospital?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. I think you suffered a fractured cheek bone --

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. -- and you also fractured your left arm.

14 A. Left arm, yes.

15 Q. I think you also damaged your ears a little.

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. You've talked a lot about Susanna. Do you know her

18 surname?

19 A. Pell.

20 Q. I think it sounds like you're very grateful to her for

21 what she did for you.

22 A. Yes, yes, very much so.

23 MR HAY: Mr Belsten, thank you very much. I have no more

24 questions for you, but there may be some more, if you

25 just wait there.
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 1 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Does anybody have any questions?

 2 Mr Saunders?

 3 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

 4 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Belsten, I think I've followed. Can we

 5 have back up the plan, please, 10282-10? When you've

 6 come off the carriage at the front, so it's the bottom

 7 of the two Tube trains, you've turned left and walked

 8 down by the tunnel wall?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. In your statement, you describe seeing a woman with

11 a man leaning over her. Do you remember that?

12 A. Yes, that was around, yes, the --

13 Q. That's all I wanted to confirm, I think. It's as you're

14 walking down the length of the Tube, at some point you

15 see this woman?

16 A. The woman with the man leaning over, yes.

17 MR SAUNDERS: In fact, my Lady will recall, I'm sure, that

18 that is probably Alison Sayer -- we heard this statement

19 read -- who describes two men who had come off the

20 carriage to help her and she, in fact, was a survivor.

21 A. Right.

22 Q. But it's that side, not the other side?

23 A. Yes.

24 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Belsten, thank you very much, that's all

25 I have.
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 1 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Mr Saunders.

 2 Ms Gallagher?

 3 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

 4 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Belsten, I represent four families. I can

 5 tell you that, from the evidence we've heard, three of

 6 the families, their loved ones appear to have died

 7 instantly, but I'm afraid I do have some questions about

 8 them because we've got some confusion about their

 9 positions before the explosion and after the explosion,

10 so I'm afraid some of the questions will be about the

11 rather gruesome detail that you've given us about the

12 body parts and so on, but I need to ask just to

13 establish location.

14 Could I just ask you, firstly, about what you

15 remember before the explosion, and could we have

16 [INQ10282-8], please?

17 We know that you were reading a paper on the train,

18 so you obviously weren't paying a huge amount of

19 attention to the people around you, but in your

20 statement you were able to describe people you remember

21 sitting opposite you when you were on the train?

22 A. Two facing, yes.

23 Q. Do you recall seeing anyone in the standing area beside

24 double doors D1 and double doors D2, so on the left on

25 that graph when you're looking at it?
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 1 A. No.

 2 Q. So you just remember the glass partition, you don't

 3 recall seeing anyone standing beside it. Is that to say

 4 that there wasn't anyone there, or is it simply that you

 5 can't recall?

 6 A. I don't know, I was reading my paper, so ...

 7 Q. No problem. The next thing I want to ask you about is

 8 just a little more information on what you remember

 9 afterwards. You've obviously given two graphs to the

10 police and we've seen one, Mr Hay pulled it up, and I'd

11 like to use it again. It's [INQ8559-2], please.

12 In this graph -- and also in another graph you gave

13 to the police, but which I won't bring up in court --

14 you've described what you could see to your left,

15 because you're obviously at position X there and you

16 describe what you can see to the left, and the two

17 people sitting opposite you. Do you recall seeing

18 anything at your feet in that area between XS on one

19 side and AB on the other?

20 A. No.

21 Q. You've also told us -- and it says in your statement --

22 that the door was pulled off you at some point.

23 I appreciate it may be extremely difficult to remember

24 so you may not be able to assist us with this. Do you

25 recall where the door was put when it was pulled off

17

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 you?

 2 A. No, no.

 3 Q. Do you remember if it was pulled from the front of you

 4 or from the side?

 5 A. Don't know.

 6 Q. Just back to this graph again, E is what you've marked

 7 as the two legs. From your statement and from what

 8 you've said today, it sounds as if your memory is of

 9 severed legs. Is that right?

10 A. That's what it reminded me of, because of the amount of

11 blood. It was -- you know, it was deep, deep red blood.

12 Q. Of course. You've described just how messy the area

13 was. Could it have been that those legs were attached

14 to a torso but the torso was covered in rubble, or are

15 you quite sure that they were severed?

16 A. No, it could have been you know attached to a person who

17 was sank in the hole, but from where I was sat, it

18 just -- you could see the hole in the ground, the metal

19 of the floor was blown downwards, so you're just seeing

20 the legs sticking out, that's all could I see with a big

21 pool of blood around it.

22 Q. When you say they were sticking out, can you assist us

23 with which way round they were? Were the feet up or

24 were the feet down?

25 A. Like that.
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 1 Q. So the feet were pointing out of the hole?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. Do you recall if those legs were bare or were in any

 4 clothing?

 5 A. I don't know, I couldn't tell you.

 6 Q. I am afraid, then, there's just one question about this

 7 mark "C" on your graph. We can see you put it in one

 8 place and then moved it. Is that because you had

 9 originally thought you were sitting there, so you'd

10 marked an X there in that position and then you changed

11 it?

12 A. I don't remember, I just remember it was over in that

13 area.

14 Q. The reason I'm asking is I just want to ascertain, we

15 know it's in that area. Was it in the seat area or was

16 it beside the seat area?

17 A. It was, like, where you've got the doors and you've got

18 the carriage and this is the seating area, it was, like,

19 in the corner, you know, stuck in that corner there.

20 Q. So the corner alongside where the pole would be?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. Again, could it be that that head was attached to a body

23 but was covered in rubble, or are you quite sure it was

24 severed?

25 A. It was -- it was just sat there.
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 1 Q. You're quite sure that it was severed?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. Just one last thing. You've told us you couldn't see

 4 very much of what was happening in the hole and you

 5 certainly couldn't see a torso from the hole.

 6 Do you recall, at any time when you were on the

 7 train, seeing any activity around the hole, so seeing

 8 people around the hole assisting or talking to anyone?

 9 A. Not when I was on the train, but just when I was walking

10 past it.

11 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Belsten, thank you very much for the

12 efforts you've made to assist. Very grateful, thank

13 you.

14 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Does anybody else have any questions

15 for Mr Belsten?

16 Thank you very much, Mr Belsten. I appreciate how

17 difficult it must be going back over the events of that

18 day, and I hope we haven't caused you too much distress.

19 Thank you for helping us.

20 A. All right. Thank you, my Lady.

21 MR KEITH: I would invite to you call John Tulloch, please.

22 PROFESSOR JOHN CROMARTY TULLOCH (affirmed)

23 Questions by MR KEITH

24 MR KEITH: Good morning.

25 A. Good morning.
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 1 Q. Could you give the court your full name, please?

 2 A. John Cromarty Tulloch.

 3 Q. Mr Tulloch I've seen references in a number of places to

 4 your professional qualifications. I'm not sure if it

 5 should be Mr Tulloch or Doctor or Professor.

 6 A. Well, currently, it's Professor.

 7 Q. On Thursday, 7 July, Professor, were you endeavouring to

 8 get to Paddington railway station to get a train to

 9 Cardiff?

10 A. That's right.

11 Q. Did you, therefore, board a Circle Line train at Euston?

12 A. Yes, that's right.

13 Q. Do you recollect now which carriage you boarded? We

14 obviously know which one you must have been on, but do

15 you remember which one you entered?

16 A. Yes, pretty clearly, because I knew that I was running

17 a bit short of time to make my connection at Paddington

18 to Cardiff, and I knew the second carriage was close to

19 the exit at Paddington. There's always a swirling crowd

20 of people who get out there, and it would save me some

21 minutes, so I went in the second carriage. Also, that

22 carriage was opposite the entrance to the platform from

23 Euston Square.

24 Q. Having boarded the Tube at Euston Square, did you sit

25 down?

21

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. I did.

 2 Q. Do you recollect whether you sat down on the side of the

 3 carriage nearest the platform from which you had boarded

 4 the train or the opposite side?

 5 A. The other side.

 6 Q. Could you look, please, at one of our documents which is

 7 [INQ10282-9]? To give you your bearings, Professor, this

 8 is the second carriage of the bombed train. The red "X"

 9 marks the location of the bomb. Can you recollect which

10 double door you entered through?

11 A. I came through D4.

12 Q. Yes, and then turned left or right, do you think?

13 A. Turned right.

14 Q. How far down the carriage did you go before sitting?

15 A. I initially sat in seat 8. I then moved later.

16 Q. If you could go back, please, one page, to [INQ10282-8],

17 you'll see this is a different diagram which sets out

18 the probable positions of passengers at the time of the

19 explosion. This diagram provisionally put you -- it was

20 based on the witness statements prepared at the time --

21 at seat number 16 which is a little further down the

22 carriage, the next bank of seats, towards the rear of

23 the carriage, in fact.

24 So may I just ask you this: do you recollect whether

25 the door that you entered through was the door adjacent
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 1 to what you subsequently discovered was the location of

 2 the bomb or do you think you were further down?

 3 A. Yes, it was definitely D4. Initially, I sat on the

 4 seat -- it was the only space I could see, a cramped

 5 space next to where you have 16, and at Edgware Road

 6 I moved into seat 16.

 7 Q. Right. So you remained in the close vicinity, in fact,

 8 of that double door area?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. Did you have some luggage with you?

11 A. Yes, I had come back from Australia on the weekend and

12 I had -- I hadn't been back to my home in Cardiff before

13 that, and I had a small roller case, a laptop in its bag

14 and a cabin bag. In fact, this bag was on top of the

15 others.

16 Q. Was the cabin bag quite a hard bag?

17 A. Yes, not that hard structure, but it was pretty tough.

18 Q. We'll come back to the importance, perhaps, of the

19 luggage a little later, you'll understand why.

20 The train came in to Edgware Road. It then departed

21 again and, as you've described, you moved up one seat.

22 Do you recollect anybody being in the near vicinity of

23 your seat?

24 A. There was a chap who got in at Baker Street and looked

25 along for a seat, and there was a seat, at that stage,
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 1 slightly to my right opposite me. I was still sitting

 2 in the seat next to the one I ended up in, and I had

 3 thought I might move across to that seat because the

 4 chap next to me, until Edgware Road, was kind of

 5 spilling over into my seat, he was a very big man, so

 6 I thought of that. I saw this other chap looking and he

 7 sat down in that seat. So I remember somebody sitting

 8 down there.

 9 Q. Was that directly opposite you on the bank of four seats

10 opposite, or on the other side of the double door area

11 on the other side of the carriage in the next bank of

12 seats?

13 A. Right, this particular man, who was a white chap,

14 somewhat withdrawn-looking, sat, I'm pretty sure, on the

15 seat next to the double doors diagonally opposite me on

16 my side of the double doors.

17 Q. Was that a man whom you describe, I think in an article

18 that you wrote for the Sunday Mail, as "gentle-looking

19 and slightly lugubrious"?

20 A. That's right, he was withdrawn.

21 Q. You also recollect in your statement the presence of two

22 American girls who were sitting to your left.

23 A. That's right.

24 Q. Do you recall where exactly they were?

25 A. Yes, I heard them both before and saw them afterwards,
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 1 but they were sitting -- they would have been sitting

 2 right next to me in my initial seat on the same side,

 3 and once they'd -- once I had moved at Edgware Road,

 4 there was a space between them and me, which is where

 5 I put my cabin bag.

 6 Q. So if you could look back, please, at [INQ10282-8], we can

 7 see 21 and 22 are the Benton sisters. There is then one

 8 gap to their right, your left, and you were in seat 16,

 9 and we can now ignore the right-hand 16, which was the

10 16 in the bank of seats further down the carriage?

11 A. That's right, and that gap between us was only from

12 Edgware Road.

13 Q. Absolutely. Can you please tell us what you recollect

14 of the explosion itself?

15 A. Well, as the train rolled out of Edgware Road, I began

16 to push myself up from the seat because I had these

17 three bags and I wanted to be out the door first.

18 Again, that door I think was D4, the one I had come in

19 at, and I thought, "Well, no even with the bags it's

20 a bit too early", and so I sat back down in the seat

21 and, almost instantly, something quite severe happened.

22 I have no recollection, and I didn't at the time, or

23 hear anything, but there was a very strong yellow to

24 deep orange colour, the whole carriage was of this

25 colour, and I briefly saw the carriage -- the best way
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 1 I can describe it, it seemed it was being stretched and

 2 pulled. I don't recall seeing anything flying about.

 3 I just saw this kind of disassembling, stretching,

 4 pulling, of the carriage with this very deep and

 5 unpleasant yellow to orange light.

 6 Q. Do you know whether you lost consciousness?

 7 A. I don't know, but I think I probably did.

 8 Q. Did you then become aware that you were lying on the

 9 ground or did the explosion knock you back further into

10 your seat?

11 A. I seemed to be lying on my back and -- but on some

12 remnant of a seat or rubble. I was still in the same

13 place and I was just aware of a lot of glass and

14 darkness.

15 Q. Did you try to ascertain whether you'd been injured and

16 feel yourself to see whether or not you could find any

17 injuries?

18 A. Yes, well, strangely, the first thing, I thought

19 something had just happened to me personally, and I had

20 a lot of pain in my head, particularly up here, and

21 I could feel blood all over my face, and so I was

22 feeling my face, and then I clearly remember rolling to

23 my left to ask for help, to those American ladies.

24 Q. Were you able to see anything?

25 A. I could see some things. It was dark. I don't remember
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 1 smelling anything that I know some people in the

 2 carriage have done, but I don't remember there being

 3 smoke particularly, but I do remember it was pretty

 4 dark. But I could see, as soon as I rolled to the left

 5 to those two American ladies, that they were in a lot of

 6 trouble and they were -- there was a lot of blood. So

 7 I could see clearly enough --

 8 Q. You could see them?

 9 A. -- and I could distinguish that one seemed to be slumped

10 on her seat and the other seemed to be on the floor.

11 Q. I see, Professor, that you wear glasses. Were you

12 wearing glasses in 2005?

13 A. I was, until the --

14 Q. Were your glasses removed by the force of the explosion?

15 A. They were, yes.

16 Q. Were you able to find them?

17 A. No. I seemed to have some sort of obsession, from what

18 Craig Staniforth told me, that I was seeking my glasses,

19 but I think it was possibly to do with the fact that

20 I didn't discover, until a minute or two later, that

21 I'd -- one eye was totally closed, I remember fearing

22 I'd lost that eye, and the other one was only half open,

23 so possibly, the fact I could see so little wasn't to do

24 with my glasses, but it was to do with that.

25 And I then did feel my body again. Quite a strange
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 1 reaction, I gather it's totally normal for this

 2 wonderful human organism we've got, but as soon as I saw

 3 those American ladies in that condition, I think it's

 4 where the adrenalin cut in and I started feeling my

 5 legs, and I seemed to have forgotten all about the pain

 6 and my head, and I could see that my legs were there,

 7 and I won't say it was a feeling of euphoria, but it was

 8 a very good feeling, a very positive feeling, which

 9 focused me on those legs and got me up from my seat.

10 Q. Having realised that your legs had not been injured and

11 realising that you could get to your feet, did you go

12 and sit down somewhere else in the carriage?

13 A. Yes, I -- I could see, fairly close to my right, what

14 appeared to be a big concave hole --

15 Q. Yes?

16 A. -- and with a figure in it, and I wanted to avoid that

17 and not fall down it, and I took a direction diagonally

18 across the carriage and I think I sat in either the end

19 or the second from the end seat which was actually

20 absolutely opposite those two American ladies.

21 Q. Right. In the same bank of four seats, only the other

22 side of the carriage?

23 A. On the other side. I'm not sure if I sat down at that

24 stage or kept standing. I think I sat down.

25 Q. In a press article in June 2006, you recorded how you
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 1 saw, at that stage, a sort of concave shape to the floor

 2 redolent of a hole or a crater, and you record how you

 3 recollect the presence of a male body inside that

 4 crater.

 5 At this stage, while you were crossing the carriage

 6 to the other side, do you recollect any more of that

 7 person, whether there was any shouting or screaming or

 8 calls for help from him, or any movement? Can you help

 9 us with that?

10 A. I could see the top half of his body and the arms seemed

11 to be apart, and I thought this person was dead.

12 Might I make a comment on my state of witnessing at

13 that point?

14 Q. Of course.

15 A. This wasn't actually the first, closeup terrorist attack

16 I'd been subject to. Looking back, I'm actually quite

17 shocked at how much, after the IRA bombing, two bombs,

18 less critically and perhaps emotionally aware I was at

19 the point you're asking me about, in the 7/7 carriage,

20 than I was after that other explosion, and I say this

21 because the young man who died in that carriage -- and

22 I know the family will be here, and I'm sorry to raise

23 a different kind of evidence. All I can say is what

24 I saw at the time, and I thought he was dead, and

25 I didn't see him moving.

29

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. Professor, it's very important that we hear what you

 2 have to say, and your evidence is equally valuable. So

 3 please don't apologise.

 4 Having sat down on the other side of the carriage,

 5 did you then begin to focus your attention on the two

 6 American girls who by now were opposite?

 7 A. Yes, they're the first people I could see in conjunction

 8 with the lighted windows of a train right opposite, and

 9 that's the first moment that I began to put together

10 something I described once when I was writing, the kind

11 of ground zero of psychology, I just didn't know where

12 I was or what was happening. I was slowly building up

13 that it hadn't just happened to me, but I had no idea

14 what was happening. Then I saw that other train beyond

15 those two American women, and I thought, "Well, we've

16 had a train crash".

17 Q. In what state were the two American girls?

18 A. They were still -- I didn't see them talking. One was

19 still on the ground, and I think the other was still

20 slumped.

21 Q. At this time --

22 (Tannoy interruption)

23 While your attention began to become focused on the

24 two American girls, your statement to the police, which

25 you helpfully provided in July of 2005, records how you
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 1 noticed somebody else lying on the carriage floor to

 2 your left. Can you please, using the plan again, at

 3 [INQ10282-9] -- you, by now, are seated, of course, in

 4 either seat 24 or 23 -- tell us where you think that

 5 person was?

 6 A. I think it was still the same person in the crater. In

 7 the statement to the police, I seem to indicate it's the

 8 first time I've seen that person. But I had actually

 9 negotiated a path to avoid that -- what seemed a convex

10 hole.

11 Q. So there's no reference in your statement, I should say,

12 to the --

13 A. That's right.

14 Q. -- to the concave shape in the floor.

15 A. No.

16 Q. But that is whom you were referring to when you made

17 a reference to a person on the floor?

18 A. I think so. I remember very clearly the initial viewing

19 and I was slightly surprised, when I went back to that

20 police statement, that I said I noticed the person then,

21 so all I can assume is that I -- it was the same person.

22 Q. Thank you. Do you recall how much time then elapsed

23 before the appearance of Wing Commander

24 Craig Staniforth?

25 A. To me, it seemed a relatively short time. He said later
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 1 it was 15 minutes or so, but to me, it seemed a fairly

 2 short time.

 3 Q. Do you recollect what, if anything, was happening in the

 4 carriage between you sitting in the seat and his

 5 appearance?

 6 A. Virtually nothing. Going back to my earlier comment,

 7 I think, in fact, I'd just discovered then that one of

 8 my eyes was totally shut and the other half open and

 9 I was obviously very concussed, so --

10 Q. Of course.

11 A. -- the only clear memory I have is of those slumped two

12 American ladies and then this kind of serialistic set of

13 lights or shadows in the windows in the other carriage,

14 and I can't remember anything, I can't remember seeing

15 anyone, and I certainly don't remember anyone speaking

16 to me, until Craig Staniforth came in.

17 Q. Do you remember the smashing of glass in the other

18 carriage, which is the means by which the window was

19 opened in the other carriage, to allow Mr Staniforth and

20 the other passengers to come through?

21 A. I may have done, because I thought I remembered

22 Craig Staniforth coming -- initially, I thought, coming

23 through the window, and he assured me it was through the

24 totally blown-away door, so maybe the window reference

25 was seeing people breaking windows. I certainly
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 1 remember seeing silhouettes of standing people in that

 2 other train, kind of scrabbling at the windows.

 3 Q. To try to get through?

 4 A. To try to get out, yes.

 5 Q. We'll hear from Wing Commander Staniforth himself next

 6 week. Could you tell us, please, what he did, if I may

 7 summarise it, to keep you going?

 8 A. Well, he dragged me back into the real world, frankly.

 9 He obviously asked me -- I don't remember asking him --

10 but he obviously asked me what I did and he worked out

11 I was an academic, and what I do remember is that he

12 talked to me about what his daughter was doing in

13 A levels, and the universities that she was thinking of

14 applying to, and this was so deeply embedded and grabbed

15 me so strongly that I can almost reel off to this day

16 what four universities those were.

17 He also asked me about my sons, who were in

18 Australia, and he kind of focused me. The things

19 that -- he's told me that I've forgotten, like that

20 I was -- I wouldn't speak to him at all until I'd got

21 that bag back I showed you before. I had an obsession

22 about that bag, but I don't remember --

23 Q. If I may pause, you had a bag which had a laptop in it

24 and I think a memory stick?

25 A. The laptop bag was separate, that was two out of the
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 1 third. This was the one that had been -- the bag that

 2 remained was the -- the one he found was the one that

 3 was -- the one I just showed you, which is the one that

 4 I put on my left, and my body screened it from the

 5 blast, mainly.

 6 Q. So you were very keen that the Wing Commander should

 7 find your bag?

 8 A. That's right. It had a memory stick in it, and I was

 9 due to be external examiner for a young Colombian's

10 student's PhD on risk in Colombia a couple of weeks

11 later, and I kind of got obsessed, because I thought all

12 of my records were gone, except I'd spread them across

13 the different bags and the only one I thought might

14 remain, because I knew where it had been, would be that

15 one, and I had some kind of obsession to get this memory

16 stick back.

17 Q. Given the closeness of your seat, in fact, to the

18 location of the bomb, did you surmise afterwards that it

19 may have been the presence of one of those quite hardy

20 bags at your feet that may have prevented your own legs

21 from suffering injuries?

22 A. Yes, I did, and the Bomb Squad showed me that bag later

23 on, and --

24 Q. Was it virtually destroyed?

25 A. It was a terrible case, yes.
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 1 Q. Do you recollect paramedics arriving in the carriage?

 2 A. I think it was quite a long time, because Craig had

 3 talked to me for a while, he'd gone off somewhere else,

 4 and then come back, and then, at some point, not long

 5 before we left the carriage, I think, he introduced me

 6 to an emergency worker, and I can't -- I didn't then

 7 know which one, but there certainly was someone there by

 8 the time I was taken out of that carriage, because he

 9 helped me through to the back of the train.

10 Q. You've recorded in your book "One Day in July" a sense

11 of time passing. May we take it that it is quite

12 impossible to gauge with any degree of accuracy how much

13 time did elapse?

14 A. Yes, I think that's fair. I mean, clearly, that book

15 was written after Craig has told me on a couple of

16 occasions that he thought it was 45 minutes to an hour,

17 but that was not something I could have assessed.

18 Q. Were you able to make it up to the ground level at

19 Edgware Road under your own steam?

20 A. No. It -- we walked through from the second carriage --

21 I think I was being helped both by Craig and this

22 emergency person -- and through the door into the third

23 carriage, and I remember being struck at how pristine it

24 appeared. It was empty, and I remember thinking, "Well,

25 if this carriage is in such good condition ..." and
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 1 remembering that I thought I'd -- we'd had a train

 2 crash, and our carriage was so bad, then I thought the

 3 first must be a shocking mess. I remember that.

 4 They took me to the back, and we came to the top of

 5 some steps right at the back of the train, and I was

 6 still in a kind of an adrenaline rush and could see

 7 Edgware Road in the light, and that was a good sight,

 8 and I said to the emergency people down who had

 9 stretchers on the rails that I thought I could walk

10 there, and they made a little joke -- and I'd support

11 other witnesses who have said how much little jokes

12 helped at that time -- they made a little joke, said

13 "You get down here, we're going to do this", and they

14 put me on a stretcher and took me to Edgware Road.

15 Q. On your arrival at ground level, we understand that you

16 received a priority 3 label, a P3 label. Is that right?

17 A. Yes, I'm not sure whether Craig put that on or whether

18 it was done later.

19 Q. A paramedic triaging you probably placed it on you, and

20 I think many people recall that there was a very

21 well-ventilated or publicised picture of you with

22 a purple blanket over your shoulders coming out of

23 Edgware Road?

24 A. Yes. Actually, there is an early photograph

25 I discovered of me, before that all happened, where I'm

36

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 being helped by somebody in an orange uniform, helping

 2 me from the track, I think he stretchered me out and

 3 took me there, and I don't have any bandages on, so that

 4 preceded those other photographs.

 5 Q. You were taken to St Mary's Hospital where you were, as

 6 you describe, very well looked after by a medical team.

 7 In broad terms, what were the nature of the injuries

 8 that you sustained?

 9 A. A fair bit of shrapnel, I've still got shrapnel marks

10 and I've got some shrapnel inside my head that the

11 specialist at University College Hospitals told me

12 I shouldn't ever have a strong magnetic force, you know,

13 in any scan I have in the head, because it could move.

14 I lost both my ear drums. The right ear drum was

15 badly damaged, the left one perforated. Most of the

16 rest of it was psychological, some of which remains in

17 terms of post-traumatic stress disorder. But by the end

18 of that day of treatment, and a number of careful checks

19 by the medical staff, I was told I was in remarkably

20 good condition and, of course, I was very lucky.

21 MR KEITH: Professor, thank you very much. There may be

22 some further questions for you, but I don't know whether

23 my Lady --

24 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Shall we -- Mr Saunders?

25 MR SAUNDERS: I have nothing for Professor Tulloch.
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 1 MS GALLAGHER: I can be quite brief. I'd rather do it now,

 2 I think.

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Carry on. You may suddenly get

 4 interrupted.

 5 MS GALLAGHER: Of course, excuse me, I see it's actually

 6 extremely close, I'm happy to wait. I see it's 2

 7 minutes to. I don't think I can be done quite that

 8 quickly.

 9 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I'm not sure how correct that clock

10 is, so why don't you ask the question? If the tannoy

11 comes over, then we'll all just pause and stand.

12 MS GALLAGHER: Certainly.

13 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

14 MS GALLAGHER: Professor, I'm just going to ask you to look

15 again at the graph which shows the probable positions of

16 passengers at the time of the explosion, it's

17 [INQ10282-8].

18 We know from your evidence that you were sitting,

19 after Edgware Road, in seat 16, beside the glass

20 partition. You'll see from this graph that the

21 estimated placement of people places eight people in the

22 area between double doors D3 and D4 standing before the

23 explosion.

24 Do you recall if the standing area was that busy?

25 A. Do I recall?
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 1 Q. Do you recall if the standing area was that crowded, was

 2 that busy, with approximately eight people standing in

 3 it?

 4 A. No, I don't, actually, at all, because, as I said a few

 5 minutes ago, I'd already begun to get to my feet as we

 6 rolled out of Edgware Road station. I had my eyes

 7 focused on that doorway, D4, and I certainly saw no

 8 obstructions with me and my three cases to get through

 9 that door. So I don't remember anyone at that side.

10 There may have been people immediately to my right that

11 I didn't see.

12 Q. So if there were people standing there, you certainly

13 don't think it was eight people in this pattern?

14 A. I'm pretty certain it wasn't eight people.

15 MS GALLAGHER: I think that's the announcement about to

16 start.

17 (Two minutes' silence)

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.

19 MS GALLAGHER: Professor, that's all I need to ask you about

20 the pre-explosion locations. Could I have graph

21 [INQ10282-9] on screen? I'm going to ask you some

22 questions about this in a moment. Just before I do

23 that, you've described seeing a male body, and you think

24 you think you saw it twice, and you told us you remember

25 the initial viewing very clearly.
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 1 You have in evidence today described that person as

 2 a young man. My Lady, the reference for your note is

 3 page 30, line 5.

 4 Professor, why do you describe him as a young man?

 5 A. Well, as I said before, I'm not sure about the quality

 6 of my witness at that stage, but I -- I think I only saw

 7 really the top half. It's something of the face and

 8 hair of him, and I just immediately assumed it was

 9 a man. It's hard to put a reason together, other than

10 I'm pretty sure that's what it was.

11 Q. Can you tell us anything about his build? Was he slim

12 or was he more heavy-set?

13 A. Yes, slimmish, not a big man.

14 Q. Just by reference to that diagram, which I think you see

15 in front of you -- please disregard the red markings

16 because they're estimations, and one of the things we

17 want to explore with you is whether they were accurate.

18 You told us you were initially sitting in seat 8,

19 you then moved to seat 7. After the explosion, you

20 rolled towards the American girls in seat 9 or 10. Then

21 you end up sitting across the way in seats 23 or 24.

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Now, you've described this concave area, and at one

24 stage you referred to it as a crater. I'm a little

25 unclear on where you envisaged that being. Could you
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 1 just describe it by reference to those seat numbers?

 2 A. Yes, it seemed to me to be closer than that red cross,

 3 though, of course, it may have been a very big hole, but

 4 I certainly thought, "Well, I've got to avoid that", and

 5 I didn't even cross straight over to 26. I quite

 6 deliberately went diagonally towards 23, 24.

 7 Q. So you'd place it really between seats 7, 26, that kind

 8 of area?

 9 A. Sorry?

10 Q. Between seats 7 and 26 on this graph, that kind of area?

11 A. No, it was to my right, definitely to my right. But

12 I suppose I was giving it a wide berth, but I thought it

13 was -- that it stretched closer to that seat 7 where

14 I was.

15 Q. Professor, don't worry about the X, because we have

16 heard evidence from some witnesses which suggests that

17 there's other disruption and potentially other holes in

18 the floor as well as the bomb crater, so it may in fact

19 be a different hole that you're referring to. But

20 that's helpful just to clarify that.

21 A. There was somebody in it, though, that's for sure.

22 Q. Yes. Now, when you say "in it", and you've described it

23 as a concave area, could you see any actual breakage in

24 the floor or was it disruption to the shape of the

25 floor?
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 1 A. It looked to me, with my very limited sight, that it was

 2 a big concave depression in the floor. I certainly

 3 didn't look through to tracks or anything like that.

 4 Q. You think the person that you saw in that concave

 5 depression in the floor is the young man whom you've

 6 described?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you very much. I've nothing further.

 9 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you very much, Ms Gallagher.

10 Does anybody else have any questions?

11 Thank you very much, Professor Tulloch.

12 I appreciate that when you have suffered

13 psychologically, as so many of you would have done, that

14 it's very difficult to come back, and I hope that we

15 haven't done anything to exacerbate your ordeal. Thank

16 you for helping us.

17 A. Thank you.

18 MR KEITH: My Lady, may I invite you to call Bryan Corbin?

19 MR BRYAN ANDREW CORBIN (sworn)

20 Questions by MR KEITH

21 MR KEITH: Good morning. Could you give the court your full

22 name, please?

23 A. Bryan Andrew Corbin.

24 Q. Mr Corbin, the microphone in front of you won't amplify

25 your voice, it only relays it to the annex, to this
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 1 courtroom, so could I invite to you keep your voice as

 2 loud as you possibly can --

 3 A. As loud? Okay.

 4 Q. -- so we can all hear you?

 5 A. Okay.

 6 Q. In 2005, certainly, you were employed by

 7 London Underground as a line standard manager, is that

 8 right?

 9 A. That's correct.

10 Q. As a result, were you working out of Edgware Road

11 station?

12 A. That's correct.

13 Q. That morning, you came into work very early, did you

14 not?

15 A. As I normally do.

16 Q. I think it involved catching a 5.45 train to Victoria?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Then using a bus to get to your office?

19 A. That is correct.

20 Q. Where is your office?

21 A. My office is actually in a portakabin off the main

22 circulating area, Edgware Road.

23 Q. It was then?

24 A. Yes, it was.

25 Q. Could you please have a look at [INQ10282-3]? I'm going
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 1 to show you two plans.

 2 A. Okay.

 3 Q. This is an overview, recreated image of Edgware Road.

 4 A. Okay.

 5 Q. If it doesn't include the area where your office was

 6 situated, then please say so.

 7 A. Well, it shows you where my office would lead off from.

 8 Q. Where was that?

 9 A. Right, if you look at the ticket hall, and the stairs

10 within the ticket hall area, looking from where I am,

11 one of the doors on the right would lead off the

12 circulating area, right, and then it would go up a small

13 set of stairs to a portakabin situated on stilts.

14 Q. If we go forward one page to page 4, which is a scale

15 drawing of the relevant offices at Edgware Road, was

16 your office or your portakabin situated to the top or to

17 the bottom, as we look at it, of the central hall?

18 A. Right, coming through the head gate line, it would be --

19 where you've got this little square dot, where it says

20 "stairs down to platforms", it would be towards the

21 upper part.

22 Q. Right. Is that square your -- that isn't your

23 portakabin?

24 A. No, that isn't, because you have to leave the

25 circulating area --
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 1 Q. To get to where you were?

 2 A. -- and go through a door on to an outer landing.

 3 Q. Right, so somewhere in that complex of offices on the

 4 topside of the diagram?

 5 A. I wouldn't say it's in a -- in the offices, it's

 6 actually a portakabin attached via a walkway.

 7 Q. All right. At about 8.49, did you hear an unusual

 8 noise?

 9 A. There was -- I wouldn't say it's unusual, because it

10 sounded like a derailment, which I've heard before,

11 so --

12 Q. What was it?

13 A. It was a thud, it was like a train had left the rails

14 and had dropped on to the wooden sleepers, so it was

15 quite a substantial thud, enough to shake the building.

16 Q. By "thud", may we take it, then, that you felt the

17 sensation of something occurring in your office?

18 A. Very much so, very much so.

19 Q. Was there a sound accompanying the thud?

20 A. No.

21 Q. Were you able, from the nature of the sensation, to

22 determine where it was coming from?

23 A. Yes, it was definitely coming from underneath me and

24 towards the tunnel below me.

25 Q. From the location of the offices compared to the
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 1 platforms and the tracks, this is towards the west side,

 2 therefore, of Edgware Road station?

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. Was anybody in the office with you when you noticed the

 5 thud?

 6 A. There were two instructor operators with me. One

 7 Michael Cooney and Daniel Rose.

 8 Q. So what happened? What did you do?

 9 A. Well, when I heard the thud, I looked at the clock and

10 I then looked at them and said, "Well, go and see who's

11 had one off the road", because I thought it was the

12 derailment. So they both left the office.

13 Q. "Off the road" is the technical expression for -- the

14 London Underground expression for a derailment.

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. "Road" meaning "track"?

17 A. Absolutely.

18 Q. Your job in London Underground, which is concerned with

19 licensing and training, I think, obliges you to keep

20 a keen eye on times?

21 A. Very much so.

22 Q. Do you recollect, therefore, at what time, when you

23 looked up at the clock, you noticed the thud?

24 A. 8.49.

25 Q. What happened next?
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 1 A. Well, they left the office and they went down and they

 2 came back a few minutes later and they said --

 3 Mick Cooney said to me, "Something's happened".

 4 Q. Did he say what?

 5 A. I said -- I don't think I said, "What?" I said -- did I

 6 say "What?"

 7 Q. Did he say what it was?

 8 A. No, he didn't, he just said it was something, because

 9 what turned out, it turned out to be further west than

10 the points which we thought would have caused the

11 derailment, so we knew it wasn't a derailment, but

12 something had happened.

13 Q. So there was some discussion between you at that

14 stage --

15 A. Brief discussion --

16 Q. -- of the possibility of a derailment?

17 A. No, there wasn't a discussion about the derailment. It

18 was when he said to me "Something's happened", it was

19 more or less, momentarily, grab the hi-vi and go and see

20 what it was. Because when you're not getting the

21 correct information, you need to go and look.

22 Q. What colour was your high visibility jacket?

23 A. It's a yellow London Underground hi-vi, with the words

24 "Line Standards Manager" written on it.

25 Q. Yellow?
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 1 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Yellow or orange?

 2 A. Orange, orange.

 3 MR KEITH: Having grabbed your hi-vi, where did you go?

 4 A. I went out of my office, down the stairs on the

 5 circulating areas down to platform 3 and 4, and then

 6 down to the track.

 7 Q. If we can look, please -- I don't think we have

 8 a diagram showing the area from -- showing a picture,

 9 a clear picture, from the platform down towards the

10 tunnel, but you came down, we presume, the stairs from

11 the office, down to the lower level and onto the

12 platform?

13 A. That is correct.

14 Q. It was platform 3, which is one of the middle platforms?

15 A. That is also correct.

16 Q. Then you turned to look west?

17 A. That is correct.

18 Q. What did you see?

19 A. I saw the rear of the westbound train just inside the

20 mouth of the tunnel, and I could see the front of the

21 eastbound train about two cars prior to the end of the

22 westbound train.

23 Q. Was there anything in the air that you noticed?

24 A. There was a heavy sulphur smell in the air like the kind

25 you get after bonfire night where you have a lot of

48

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 fireworks have gone off and it's lingering in the air.

 2 Q. Cordite?

 3 A. If that's what it is.

 4 Q. Was there a -- was the haze or the nature of the air

 5 such that it obscured your ability to see into the

 6 tunnel?

 7 A. No, could I see in the tunnel. It didn't affect my

 8 ability to see, but then, having been a duty manager for

 9 many years, I'm used to being in tunnel environments, so

10 where most people would take a long time to familiarise

11 themselves with, it was not abnormal for me to be down

12 in a tunnel.

13 Q. Were the tunnel lights on?

14 A. Initially, no, but subsequently, when the current was

15 off, and confirmed off, the tunnel lights were on.

16 Q. May I just ask you about that for one moment, please?

17 Certainly in your witness statement to the police

18 in August of 2005, you do state that the tunnel was

19 illuminated by the lights of the eastbound train.

20 A. Of the westbound train.

21 Q. Yes, that is what you said in your statement.

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Plainly, it is, in fact, the eastbound train that was

24 the undamaged train and had the lights on. The

25 westbound train had the bombed carriage.
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 1 A. The rear of the westbound train was still illuminated.

 2 Q. It was still illuminated?

 3 A. Because there are six carriages in three two-car

 4 formations, and each three two-car formation has its own

 5 motor alternator.

 6 Q. Has its own?

 7 A. Motor alternator, which feeds the lights.

 8 Q. Right. Our understanding is that the explosion caused

 9 the TT, the tunnel telephone system, to trip, cutting

10 off power for the section of the rail on which the

11 carriage was situated, and that the loss of power will

12 automatically have caused tunnel lights to come on?

13 A. That's correct.

14 Q. But your recollection is that they weren't already on by

15 the time you were standing on the platform looking into

16 the tunnel?

17 A. No, because I distinctly was aware to see from the

18 Westbound end of the -- the rear end of the westbound

19 train.

20 Q. How long after did the tunnel lights come on, do you

21 think?

22 A. I don't recall.

23 Q. All right. It was obvious that neither train was

24 derailed?

25 A. That is correct.
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 1 Q. Was there anybody else there with you?

 2 A. Initially, no. Well, I went back down with the two

 3 instructor operators, which was Daniel Rose --

 4 Q. So they were on the platform next to you?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. Could you see anybody in the tunnel?

 7 A. I could see the driver of the eastbound train with the

 8 emergency ladder down.

 9 Q. Do you recall his name?

10 A. That was Jeff Porter.

11 Q. Was the ladder a ladder that connects from the track to

12 the door at the end of the train?

13 A. Well, it connects over the buffer of the door on the end

14 of the train.

15 Q. But it allows people to come in and out of the end of

16 the carriage?

17 A. That's correct, yes.

18 Q. Through the cab?

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Were people coming down the ladder from that eastbound

21 train?

22 A. Yes, they were just commencing.

23 Q. Did you speak to him?

24 A. Yes, I did.

25 Q. Do you recall what you said or what you spoke of?
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 1 A. Well, he initially said to me that, as he was

 2 approaching Edgware Road, he saw a yellow light followed

 3 by an explosion, and then he stopped his train prior to

 4 the debris that was ahead of his train.

 5 Q. Could you see whether there was any damage to his

 6 driver's cab?

 7 A. The actual windows -- driving cab windows were

 8 shattered, but were still in place.

 9 Q. Can you recollect anything of the condition or the state

10 of either Mr Porter or the passengers who were coming

11 down from the eastbound front driver's cab?

12 A. Well, Jeff appeared to be very professional in

13 detraining, and there was an eerie calmness of everybody

14 on that day.

15 Q. How close to the eastbound train did you go?

16 A. I think I went up to -- I went right up to the cab.

17 Q. Do you recollect anything of the circumstances of the

18 ground around the front of the cab?

19 A. There was a female body to the left-hand side of the

20 eastbound train.

21 Q. Were you able to see, Mr Corbin, whether that person was

22 dead or alive?

23 A. That person looked to be dead.

24 Q. Did you reach that view because of the complete absence

25 of any movement?

52

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. I reached that view because of the way the body was and

 2 the fact that you wouldn't be able to get onto the track

 3 other than being thrown there or whatever, at the time,

 4 got them onto the track.

 5 Q. So you immediately surmised that she must have been

 6 blown there by the force of whatever it was that

 7 occurred on the train?

 8 A. That's it, because I've attended many suicides and I've

 9 observed that nature of stillness.

10 Q. There was no movement, she was completely still, and

11 there was nothing to indicate that she was alive?

12 A. That is correct. And she had no shoes on.

13 Q. Because you were so clearly of that view, nothing was to

14 be gained, was it, by trying to attempt to find a pulse

15 or anything of that sort?

16 A. Not at that time. What I thought at that time was we

17 need help and a lot of help.

18 Q. Realising that immediate help was required, did you stay

19 in the tunnel?

20 A. No.

21 Q. Where did you go?

22 A. I went back upstairs on to the circulator and outside on

23 to the road, trying for a mobile signal as I went.

24 Q. We know from evidence relating to Aldgate that some

25 station staff have a mobile radio system, a handheld

53

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 radio, that they can take with them round the immediate

 2 environment of the station. Because you were involved

 3 in licensing and other administrative matters, were you

 4 normally given a handheld radio as part of your duties?

 5 A. Not a station radio. We have a train radio or

 6 a handheld --

 7 Q. Not a station radio?

 8 A. -- what you call a train radio --

 9 Q. You didn't have a station handheld radio?

10 A. No.

11 Q. Were you able to get a mobile signal inside the tunnel?

12 A. No.

13 Q. How far did you go back up?

14 A. I went back up out to the road.

15 Q. Do you know what time that was?

16 A. I think I got back out on the road about 9.04 -- between

17 9.03, 9.04, about that time.

18 Q. In relative terms, this was, therefore, fairly soon

19 after the explosion?

20 A. Very much so.

21 Q. At that stage, did you see any London Underground

22 colleagues, other than Mr Porter who you'd seen at the

23 front of the eastbound train, either in the tunnel or on

24 the platform?

25 A. I passed many people. I didn't take in exactly who they
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 1 were because I was looking for some resource in order to

 2 help the situation, but there were staff about.

 3 Q. Did you manage to call anybody?

 4 A. The phone didn't work.

 5 Q. Did you get a signal, do you recall?

 6 A. No, I never got a signal. I didn't get a signal for

 7 many hours after that.

 8 Q. Did you think of using a landline, perhaps, from the

 9 office?

10 A. I didn't go back to my office. I literally went

11 straight upstairs, because I could hear sirens, so

12 I knew there was activity outside the stations, and

13 I needed to tell somebody what had gone on.

14 Q. So where did you go?

15 A. I went out on to the entrance, which is on the junction

16 of Chapel Street and Cabbell Street, which is directly

17 in front of the station.

18 Q. The road in front of you, as you've just said, in front

19 of Edgware Road, is Chapel Street. This will become

20 relevant -- we can see from [INQ10282-2], Chapel Street?

21 A. Correct.

22 Q. The name of the street in front of Edgware Road station

23 and to get our bearings, the Marylebone Road, the

24 flyover, is directly the other side?

25 A. That is correct.
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 1 Q. The Edgware Road itself is, therefore, to our left as we

 2 look at the screen?

 3 A. Yes, it would be.

 4 Q. Is Praed Street anywhere in the immediate vicinity of

 5 Edgware Road station?

 6 A. It's across the road. If you go towards your left, it

 7 would be the next junction.

 8 Q. So you have to go across one junction and then across

 9 Edgware Road to get to Praed Street?

10 A. Yes, Praed Street starts on the other side of

11 Chapel Street.

12 Q. When you entered or exited on to Chapel Street, what did

13 you see?

14 A. Well, I saw an ambulance on Praed Street end by the

15 traffic lights, just one ambulance, and as the lights

16 changed, the traffic lights, it came forward and I waved

17 it down.

18 Q. Do you recollect anything of the ambulance? The reason

19 that I ask, Mr Corbin, is that we know from documents

20 provided to my Lady the times at which London Ambulance

21 Service ambulances were activated and the times at which

22 they arrived, and we know that the first London

23 Ambulance Service ambulance didn't arrive at Edgware

24 station until 9.13, a few minutes later. Despite all

25 our attempts, we've been unable to trace the occupants
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 1 of the ambulance that you flagged down.

 2 A. Okay.

 3 Q. Can you recall whether it had "NHS" or similar words

 4 written on the outside of it?

 5 A. I couldn't tell you that. It looked like a London

 6 ambulance. Because I saw --

 7 Q. It had an ambulance shape?

 8 A. -- an ambulance coming towards me and that was enough.

 9 Q. Who was inside?

10 A. It was a female and male paramedics.

11 Q. How were they dressed?

12 A. In paramedic uniforms, I think they were green at the

13 time.

14 Q. Green?

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. So what did you tell them?

17 A. I told them there had been an explosion.

18 Q. Did you persuade them to stay rather than continuing on

19 their own emergency journey?

20 A. I did, because they said to me initially that it wasn't

21 an explosion at Edgware Road, it was at King's Cross,

22 and I said, "No, there's been an explosion downstairs",

23 and I think then one of the paramedics -- I think the

24 female was driving this ambulance, and the male

25 paramedic came with me while the female reported back,

57

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 I believe, to their Control.

 2 Q. In your statement, you record how this flagging down

 3 occurred around about 9.05. How were you able to

 4 express a view?

 5 A. Of the time? I'm forever checking the time. That's the

 6 nature of my grade and my jobs. Because usually, when

 7 you meet an ambulance, you usually, in normal

 8 circumstances, would record the time, the crew number

 9 and where they came from. But on this morning, it was

10 a case of getting people down and I lost that protocol

11 of getting the details.

12 Q. Nevertheless, when you made your statement in August

13 2005, in which you expressed the view that this was

14 about 9.05 past, may we take it that you're confident

15 that that was --

16 A. It wouldn't have been no later than that, because

17 I would have looked at the time.

18 Q. When you went into the ticket hall with the male

19 paramedic, were you joined by anybody else?

20 A. I was joined by a lady who announced herself as Ruth

21 from the Lisson Health Centre, and Lisson is from

22 Lisson Grove, which is, I think, just the next block

23 down the other side of the flyover.

24 Q. Did you ever ascertain subsequently that her name was

25 Dr Wynne-Evans?
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 1 A. I believe I learnt that when I was -- I met her at

 2 Buckingham Palace.

 3 Q. She introduced herself as a doctor and offered to help?

 4 A. That's correct.

 5 Q. You accepted. Did you and her and the paramedic then

 6 proceed fairly quickly down -- back down to the

 7 platforms?

 8 A. That is correct.

 9 Q. You didn't linger in the hall area?

10 A. No.

11 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry to interrupt, Mr Keith, but

12 knowing that we take a break, I was thinking, as we're

13 now moving to another distressing part of the

14 evidence...

15 MR KEITH: My Lady, certainly.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Corbin, we have to take a break

17 because people are having to focus very hard on the

18 technology. So I hope you don't mind.

19 A. No.

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: 15 minutes, please.

21 (11.30 am)

22 (A short break)

23 (11.45 am)

24 MR KEITH: Mr Corbin, I'm about to explore with you how you

25 came to come down to the train with the paramedic and
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 1 Dr Ruth Wynne-Evans. Before I do so, can I ask you

 2 about one specific matter?

 3 There is other evidence, as yet untested, but in the

 4 form of a witness statement, to the effect that the

 5 driver of the train, the westbound train, Mr Whitehurst,

 6 made a phone call or tried to speak to a signalman and

 7 was put through to a man he thinks was you about 9.15,

 8 and he describes a conversation with this man, who may

 9 or may not be you, in which he says that he told the

10 person that it was a bomb and emergency services were

11 required and there was some discussion between him and

12 this other person as to whether or not the thud or the

13 noise on the train might have been, in fact, due to the

14 blowing apart of a compressor, a piece of equipment on

15 the train.

16 Do you recollect any such conversation with the

17 driver or, indeed, anybody that morning?

18 A. I do not, I do not recall speaking to anybody on

19 a telephone that day, or during that time.

20 Q. You've told us earlier how it was immediately apparent

21 to you that medical assistance was required.

22 A. That is correct.

23 Q. As a result, you went away from the track and up to

24 ground level and flagged down the ambulance. Your

25 mobile didn't work?
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 1 A. That's correct.

 2 Q. Plainly, the speed and the gravity of the events

 3 propelled you to find the ambulance and go back down

 4 immediately to get the ambulanceman, the male paramedic,

 5 down to where help was most urgently needed.

 6 Did you, however, ever pause to consider whether or

 7 not others in the London Underground system might not be

 8 quite as well-informed as you were? Because you

 9 immediately realised the gravity of the situation and

10 the fact that it may have been a bomb. Was there any

11 need, did you feel, to tell the Network Control Centre

12 or anybody else in the line management part of

13 London Underground what you knew?

14 A. We had a GSM, a fairly new one there.

15 Q. A GSM?

16 A. Group station manager, Steve Gozka, and I believe he was

17 trying to get on to Network Control to advise them.

18 Q. We've seen his calls to Network Control, in fact. Were

19 you aware, at the time, that he was there and,

20 therefore, in a position to communicate to the necessary

21 people what was going on?

22 A. I saw many people in the course of that time, and

23 appeared to be having conversations. So as far as I was

24 aware, my need was to get somebody from outside in

25 because there were people doing other things around me.
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 1 Q. May we be plain about this: the other people, you mean

 2 London Underground people?

 3 A. Ground staff, yes.

 4 Q. Right. So you went down with Dr Ruth Wynne-Evans and

 5 the male paramedic. I think you found a torch or two

 6 torches on the way?

 7 A. They were given to me.

 8 Q. That helped you to lead them, initially by hand, but

 9 subsequently they were able to walk under their own

10 steam --

11 A. Correct.

12 Q. -- down the tunnel towards the train?

13 A. I think I said to them "Walk where I walk".

14 Q. Were passengers coming off the train, along the track

15 and up to the platform as you approached?

16 A. Right, when I got back down, the staff that were in the

17 train crew location by now had made their way down onto

18 the track and they had formed what we call a daisy chain

19 and they were assisting people off from one member of

20 staff to another up onto the platform.

21 Q. It's obvious that passengers were coming down the rails?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. We may presume, by this stage, the tunnel lights were

24 certainly on?

25 A. The tunnel lights were on and the current was off.
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 1 Q. You went back to the front of the eastbound train where

 2 you had earlier been. Did the doctor examine the lady

 3 who was lying on the tracks?

 4 A. The doctor shook the lady and I think she shook her

 5 twice, and the second time she rolled over.

 6 Q. And it was plain, as it had been plain to you before,

 7 that there was still no sign of life, of course, and no

 8 movement?

 9 A. There was no movement.

10 Q. Did she shine her torch or look anywhere else in the

11 vicinity of the bombed train?

12 A. She shone her torch under the train carriage or under

13 the trains and you could see what looked like limbs, as

14 far as I can recall.

15 Q. How far under the train -- were the legs under the train

16 itself or on the tunnel wall side of the undercarriage

17 of the train?

18 A. It will be -- if I can recollect now, it was -- there

19 was something under the train and I recall there was

20 a limb -- was it behind what we call a cable run?

21 Because all cables on the walls are set on brackets, but

22 they're set forward, and you can get objects behind

23 them, as I can recall. That's not my strongest point

24 here at the moment.

25 Q. May we take it that what you saw was a severed leg --
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 1 A. I believe so.

 2 Q. -- not the torso of a person to whom the legs belonged?

 3 A. I don't think I saw the torso, no.

 4 Q. Right. Did you hear anybody in the gap between the

 5 tunnel wall and the carriage -- and I ask because we've

 6 heard from Mr Danny Biddle, who was a gentleman whose

 7 legs were traumatically amputated and who was blown into

 8 the gap between the tunnel wall and the side of the

 9 bombed carriage, and we've heard how he shouted out

10 consistently for help -- do you recollect anybody

11 shouting or screaming in that area?

12 A. I don't recollect from that location that I was in at

13 the time.

14 Q. All right. Did you see anybody else in that gap between

15 the tunnel wall and the carriage?

16 A. I can't recollect.

17 Q. Did you then go on to the eastbound train, the unbombed

18 train --

19 A. I did.

20 Q. -- through the front cab?

21 A. I did. I paused the detrainment in order to get the

22 paramedic and the doctor up the emergency ladder and on

23 to the actual train itself.

24 Q. You all boarded?

25 A. We all boarded.
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 1 Q. What was the mood and the state of the passengers inside

 2 the other train?

 3 A. Well, that's something I can remember. It's the most

 4 eerie silence that I have ever witnessed in my life

 5 because I've been around passengers that become

 6 frustrated, when things have gone wrong, or things are

 7 not happening the way they expect them to be, but on

 8 this morning, everybody was as calm as I've never seen

 9 them before, and when I told them I had a paramedic and

10 a doctor here and if they needed any help or anything as

11 we went through, because we were trying to tend to the

12 people on the other train, and they were all unanimous

13 in that they didn't need any attention and to see to the

14 people that needed it.

15 Q. They called out to you, did they not, "There's been an

16 explosion on the other train and there are more injured

17 people over there, and you carry on and get there"?

18 A. That's correct.

19 Q. You went through the entirety of the eastbound unbombed

20 train to the other side, the far cabin, and could you

21 get out that door, or did you have to put steps down?

22 A. Well, you have to open the middle door and assemble the

23 emergency ladder.

24 Q. Which doesn't take long?

25 A. It doesn't take long. It's just two leather straps,
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 1 undo it, and it folds out and two wing nuts screws it

 2 back together.

 3 Q. You climbed down and then you went in, having gone along

 4 the track a bit further?

 5 A. It would have been two carriages further.

 6 Q. Two carriages further, to go in the back of the -- to

 7 the front of the westbound bombed train. Was there

 8 a ladder already down?

 9 A. I am not sure if there was a ladder already down. There

10 could have possibly been a ladder already down.

11 Q. You climbed back on. Then did you make your way through

12 to the bombed carriage?

13 A. I initially went in, and I looked in, and I can't recall

14 what I saw because it just traumatised me or scared me

15 or whatever, you know, the paramedics went forward, and

16 I went back to assist with the detrainment of the other

17 train. I wasn't ready for that.

18 Q. Do you recollect there being any other

19 London Underground staff members at the end of the

20 bombed train?

21 A. I believe Ray Whitehurst was in that location. I think

22 David Matthews was in that location, and I think

23 Simon Eyles.

24 Q. Did you carry on with the detrainment of the other

25 train, or did you go back to the platform?
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 1 A. No, I carried on with the detrainment of that train.

 2 Q. How long do you think you carried on doing that for?

 3 A. Well, we detrained that train, I don't know how long we

 4 took, but by the time we were nearing the end of the

 5 detrainment, we had the police and the LFB by that time.

 6 Q. I ask because, in your statement, you describe how you

 7 assisted with the detrainment of the eastbound train,

 8 and then you say:

 9 "I went down and back to the platforms and met

10 Paul Bloomfield."

11 A London Underground member of staff.

12 "I assisted with passengers. I then went back down

13 with Paul and the London Fire Brigade, police and

14 paramedics were there."

15 Do you recollect them arriving on the platform when

16 you were on the platform, if you went to the platform,

17 or did you first see them whilst you were on the

18 eastbound train?

19 A. I believe they were on a platform.

20 Q. What time did you first see them?

21 A. I think somewhere between 9.20, 9.30, I think somewhere

22 around that time.

23 Q. We know that the first London Ambulance Service

24 ambulance arrives at 9.13, and a second one at 9.18, and

25 the first Fire Brigade appliance arrives at Edgware Road
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 1 as opposed to Praed Street at 9.18, and a second one at

 2 9.23.

 3 Allowing for some time, or a little time, for the

 4 firefighters to get down to the tunnel, do you think

 5 that that assessment is broadly right, that it was about

 6 9.25 you first saw people?

 7 A. Broadly right, yes.

 8 Q. Were there a mass of emergency services arriving, a mass

 9 of people, or did they arrive in groups, do you recall?

10 A. No, I can't recall how they arrived. I just was aware

11 that they were there.

12 Q. Were they on the eastbound train or the westbound train?

13 A. No, they were on the eastbound train, at the beginning

14 of the eastbound train.

15 Q. Presumably making their way through the carriage in

16 order to be able to get on to the other train?

17 A. That's correct.

18 Q. When the detrainment was complete, what did you do?

19 A. When the detrainment was complete, Paul Bloomfield and

20 myself then opened the offside train doors, all of them.

21 Q. Of the eastbound train?

22 A. Of the eastbound train. Because we worked out that the

23 only way that we could get the passengers or the injured

24 people off the bombed train was to bring them through

25 the eastbound train and back out.
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 1 Q. Having opened the doors, did you then stay in that area

 2 and assist with the carrying out of stretchers from the

 3 bombed carriage --

 4 A. I did.

 5 Q. -- across the gap into the eastbound train and then down

 6 the train?

 7 A. Yes, it was a case of taking the stretchers and moving

 8 them down hand by hand from one person to another.

 9 Q. You describe in your statement helping with a number of

10 casualties in this way.

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. Do you recall how many you helped?

13 A. I can't recall.

14 Q. I think there was a man with a very serious leg injury.

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. Did you catch his name at all?

17 A. No, I didn't get the names of any of the people because,

18 you know, we were just moving people as soon as we can

19 and, when we got the stretchers over, I believe that the

20 paramedics had to, like, strap the people to the

21 stretchers because the stretchers wouldn't go through

22 the interconnecting doors flat, so they had to be angled

23 to get the stretchers through.

24 Q. Once the stretchers or the firefighters had arrived and

25 the paramedics had arrived, do you recall there being
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 1 any debate about a shortage of equipment of any kind or

 2 of a lack of personnel to cope with the number of

 3 casualties, or did it proceed fairly smoothly without

 4 interruption once they had arrived?

 5 A. I don't recall it being a lack of any resources at the

 6 time because everybody is there and everybody was

 7 helping.

 8 Q. With your attention to detail, do you recall at what

 9 time you emerged from the tunnel?

10 A. Actually, I don't.

11 MR KEITH: I've got you there, Mr Corbin. Thank you very

12 much. Will you stay there? There may be some further

13 questions for you.

14 A. Okay.

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders?

16 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

17 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Corbin, I'd like to ask you about the time

18 when you've just described to Mr Keith opening the

19 middle carriage doors from the eastbound train to allow

20 them to come across from the westbound.

21 A. Well, it's not the middle carriage doors, it was all the

22 train doors, because we opened all the passenger doors

23 on one side to allow access to the other train.

24 Q. Help us with this, if you can: is that easy to do?

25 A. Yes, at the time it was, because there's still -- there
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 1 was still residual air in the air chambers, which meant

 2 we could actually operate the door buttons and open the

 3 entire side of the train.

 4 Q. Is that something that can only be done, as it were,

 5 from the driver's compartment?

 6 A. That is correct, that's where the controls are located.

 7 Q. We've already heard, you see, Mr Corbin, of passengers

 8 who were trying to physically open the doors and

 9 couldn't do that.

10 A. You wouldn't be able to.

11 Q. That's the position, is it, that you simply can't, if

12 you're a passenger inside a carriage --

13 A. You can't, because the way the door arms work on a train

14 door, you have to actually operate a motor that spins

15 the arms up and then brings the doors open, so you would

16 be forever pushing against the arms, so you wouldn't be

17 able to do it.

18 Q. It's obviously a safety feature that people can't do

19 it --

20 A. That's correct, but one door will give at least three

21 inches, because one door is fixed and one door is

22 spring-loaded. So that, if something gets trapped,

23 there is a little give in it, but you won't be able to

24 manually pull a door apart.

25 Q. So apart from actually smashing the glass, there is no
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 1 way, unless you are able to activate from the driver's

 2 compartment --

 3 A. The only way that you can open one particular pair of

 4 doors in each carriage is by means of an outside door

 5 cock and, if you are adjacent to one, you can operate

 6 the cock and it will open one set of doors on each --

 7 pair of doors on each carriage.

 8 Q. Can I just ask you very briefly, you've described to us

 9 seeing the young lady that we know as Jennifer Nicholson

10 who was on the track, and you've mentioned about Dr Ruth

11 coming back down, but it appears, I think, quite clear

12 that there was absolutely no signs of life?

13 A. No.

14 Q. And, as you've described to us, the doctor herself made

15 an investigation to see whether what you'd seen yourself

16 was correct?

17 A. When she rolled over, she wasn't a person.

18 MR SAUNDERS: I don't ask you to go into any other detail,

19 Mr Corbin. Thank you very much indeed, sir.

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Are there any other questions?

21 Ms Canby?

22 Questions by MS CANBY

23 MS CANBY: Mr Corbin, I just have some questions to ask you

24 on behalf of Transport for London.

25 Can we start by very briefly looking at your role
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 1 and responsibilities in July 2005? I think there's some

 2 confusion in some of the witness statements that we've

 3 been provided with as to what your role was. Some of

 4 the witnesses describe you as a DMT, which we know is

 5 a duty manager trains. But in fact, in July 2005, you

 6 were a line standards manager, is that correct?

 7 A. That is correct.

 8 Q. Could we please have on the screen document [TFL593-14]?

 9 Mr Corbin, this is an extract from the

10 London Underground rail Safety Case and I'm using it

11 just so that we can see what your responsibilities would

12 have been as a line standards manager, and if we could

13 perhaps scroll down to the bottom third of that page, it

14 tells us there:

15 "Line standards managers report to the team leader

16 in each service delivery unit ..."

17 Who was that in July 2005?

18 A. Paul Coote.

19 Q. Where would he have been based?

20 A. He would have been based at Baker Street.

21 Q. Your responsibilities as a line standards manager

22 included:

23 "Introduction, monitoring and reviewing of line

24 standards, to meet competence assurance requirements.

25 "Ensure consistency of application of line standards
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 1 on the service delivery unit.

 2 "Recruitment, training and ongoing monitoring

 3 requirements of train operators."

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I think I can follow the last one.

 5 What does the rest mean in plain English?

 6 MS CANBY: Mr Corbin, could you assist us with that in plain

 7 English?

 8 A. What is that?

 9 Q. What do the first two mean, the "introduction,

10 monitoring and reviewing of line standards", what are

11 line standards?

12 A. Line standards are the rules, regulations and procedures

13 for operating on a specific line.

14 Q. So, in fact, when we were looking at Aldgate, we were

15 looking at a particular standard that we know as Na100.

16 A. That's correct.

17 Q. Is that an example of one of those line standards?

18 A. Yes. At the time, we were working with the working

19 reference manual which was -- consisted of many volumes

20 of processes and procedures for all situations.

21 Q. So they set out procedures that should be followed by

22 members of staff in the event of certain situations

23 arising?

24 A. That is correct.

25 Q. What does the second of those mean, "ensuring
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 1 consistency of application of line standards on the

 2 service delivery unit"?

 3 A. Part of that is making sure that everybody has the

 4 licence up to date, they are released for appropriate

 5 training, and that all modules of training are complete

 6 within a set time and guidelines, and anything that

 7 changes, notices are issued for the relevant changes

 8 within the operating system.

 9 Q. As line standards manager, you have no responsibility

10 for Edgware Road station?

11 A. None whatsoever.

12 Q. In the event of an emergency at that station, you had no

13 formal role?

14 A. No.

15 Q. As somebody who did train the train operators -- and

16 I think, in fact, you're the only line standards manager

17 that we're going to hear from -- could you just briefly

18 outline to us the training that they would have received

19 in 2005 or before?

20 A. Well, if you were a promotional train operator, you

21 would have undertook 24 weeks' training. I think --

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, a "promotional" train driver,

23 what's that?

24 A. Train operator. That means you've come from either

25 a stations grade or a ticket collector or anybody
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 1 outside of train operations, so it's a promotion from

 2 station side.

 3 Once upon a time, when you had guards, all train

 4 drivers were promoted from guard to driver, but now that

 5 we have one-man trains, you're promoted from grades

 6 outside train operations, and that's what we call

 7 a promotional.

 8 MS CANBY: That's 24 weeks' training?

 9 A. That's 24 weeks, with the first part of it being

10 classroom-based, scenario-based, and then, I think about

11 the last 12 weeks, you actually come out to your line

12 that you're going to work on and then you undergo stock

13 training on that line specific, and then you do job

14 training, which is train handling, you do about three or

15 four weeks of train handling and, once you've got train

16 handling under your belt, then you do road training,

17 learning the line specific with all the gradients,

18 curves and the rest of this infrastructure.

19 Then you would do hiking, which is to actually

20 physically walk round depots so you have a good

21 understanding on what happens in depots, and how to

22 locate trains, and then you would have a road test

23 followed by numerous questions on local geographical

24 knowledge to that line.

25 Q. Within that training, there would be training in
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 1 relation to what should occur if an emergency happens on

 2 the line?

 3 A. That is correct.

 4 Q. Also training as to how to detrain, as we now know the

 5 word, how to evacuate passengers from a train?

 6 A. That is correct.

 7 Q. Can we move on, please, to lighting, because we've heard

 8 a lot of evidence about lighting?

 9 You say that when you went down to the track, you

10 could see that the eastbound train had lights on, and

11 that was helping to illuminate the tunnel?

12 A. No, I saw the westbound train had lights on because the

13 eastbound train was two cars down from the westbound

14 train, and all that you could see on the front of that

15 were the headlights.

16 Q. Yes, so you could see the headlights of the eastbound

17 train?

18 A. That's correct.

19 Q. As you got closer to the eastbound train, could you see

20 that there was lighting on in there as well?

21 A. When I came back down the eastbound train, they were on

22 emergency lights.

23 Q. In the eastbound train?

24 A. On both trains by then.

25 Q. Yes. Was there emergency lighting throughout the bombed
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 1 train, apart from in the bombed carriage?

 2 A. Correct.

 3 Q. In relation to tunnel lighting and, indeed, emergency

 4 lighting on carriages, that normally comes on as soon as

 5 traction current is off.

 6 A. That is correct.

 7 Q. We know from information we've received from the power

 8 control room of London Underground that traction current

 9 was turned off, in fact, by the explosion on both the

10 inner and outer rail there at 8.49.

11 So given that, by the time you got down to the

12 platform, are you sure that those -- that tunnel

13 lighting wasn't already on?

14 A. It could have been, because I still think -- or I was

15 assuming that I saw from illumination, but if that's the

16 case, then it's something I assumed.

17 Q. You've described to us how you could see the driver of

18 the eastbound train, Mr Jeff Porter, and he was starting

19 to put down an emergency ladder and starting to put in

20 place the procedures needed to detrain the passengers.

21 In your opinion, was he doing all that he could in

22 order to detrain passengers?

23 A. It was correct.

24 Q. You've described to us how you realised the urgency of

25 the situation and, therefore, you felt that it was
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 1 necessary to go up on to station level and to try to

 2 attract the attention of emergency vehicles that you

 3 could hear were up there. You've told us that that was

 4 at about 9.05.

 5 Now, I appreciate that you said that, in that

 6 moment, in the urgency of the moment, you didn't take

 7 down crew numbers and so on. When you gave your

 8 statement to the police, you were able to provide

 9 a description certainly of the male paramedic. Are you

10 able to provide us now with a description of the male

11 paramedic?

12 A. I can only tell you what's in my statement.

13 Q. In your statement, to help you, Mr Corbin, because I can

14 see you don't have it there, you said that he was white?

15 A. Correct.

16 Q. Mousy-coloured, short hair, about 5' 9", of a slim build

17 and he was wearing a green uniform?

18 A. That's correct.

19 Q. When you were talking to him about the need to get him

20 down onto the track, at that time, you weren't aware

21 that there had been any other explosions around London?

22 A. No, I wasn't aware of anything else at the time.

23 Q. You've told us how you then encountered on the station

24 before going down to the platform, a doctor,

25 Dr Wynne-Evans. You then took her and a paramedic, the
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 1 male paramedic, down to the track.

 2 Do you recall giving Dr Wynne-Evans a high

 3 visibility vest?

 4 A. I can't recall. Somebody may have given me one on the

 5 way down, because there was enough people around to

 6 assist, and I may have -- I'm not sure if I took mine

 7 off or I was given one, but I'm sure she ended up with

 8 one.

 9 Q. Yes, would that have been an orange

10 London Underground --

11 A. It would have been, yes, that's all we have on the

12 stations.

13 Q. In terms of high visibility vests generally, is it only

14 the London Underground who wear an orange high

15 visibility vest?

16 A. That is correct.

17 Q. You've been asked about a possible conversation, or

18 a conversation that Ray Whitehurst says he thinks he had

19 with you fairly shortly after the explosion, and you say

20 that you don't recall it. Do you know Ray Whitehurst at

21 all?

22 A. I know Ray Whitehurst very well. We were drivers

23 together.

24 Q. So if you had had a conversation with Mr Whitehurst, do

25 you think you would have remembered that?
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 1 A. I would have remembered that. I'm sure I would have

 2 remembered that.

 3 Q. Did you see Mr Whitehurst at all that day?

 4 A. I believe I saw him on the west end of the eastbound

 5 train on the track, just as the ladder, the emergency

 6 ladder, was being put together. Whether I slung it out

 7 and he put it down on the bottom end, but I saw him at

 8 the end and he was looking very shocked.

 9 Q. He seemed shocked to you?

10 A. Oh, he was very shocked, in fact, yes.

11 Q. He recollects in his statement seeing you and he says

12 that he thinks that you were with two paramedics. Is he

13 wrong about that?

14 A. I think he is, because I don't think -- I don't know

15 when the second one came down, but I know I had one

16 paramedic and the doctor with me.

17 Q. You've told us about how you can open train doors and

18 we've heard from previous evidence that you can open

19 train doors from the outside by using the butterfly

20 cock. There's also an internal door mechanism within

21 the carriage itself?

22 A. That's correct.

23 Q. Then you can also open them from the driver's cab?

24 A. Well, that's the internal mechanism, yes.

25 Q. Could you briefly explain to us why it is that the
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 1 passengers, in an emergency, aren't able to open the

 2 train doors?

 3 A. It's just the construction of train doors, and the

 4 motors that are driven -- that are used to drive and

 5 open them.

 6 Q. Could it also be a safety feature? For example, if

 7 passengers open train doors and traction current is

 8 still on, would that be an issue?

 9 A. Well, it would be an issue, and if passengers could open

10 the train doors while the trains are going along, that

11 would throw up all kinds of issues.

12 Q. Did there come a time, Mr Corbin, when a police officer

13 told you that you should leave the bombed train because

14 of fear of secondary devices?

15 A. There was.

16 Q. What did you do?

17 A. He said to me that the air is unstable, there may be

18 another device, and he would advise me to leave, and

19 I said to him that "As long as my staff are down here,

20 I will also remain down here", and if he wanted to

21 leave, that wouldn't be a problem.

22 Q. In fact, Mr Corbin, I think you stayed until all of the

23 injured passengers had been taken off that train, is

24 that right?

25 A. I did. I was the last one off.
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 1 MS CANBY: Thank you very much, Mr Corbin. I don't have any

 2 further questions.

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Corbin?

 4 Mr Corbin, I know that the bereaved families will be

 5 reassured to know that your first instincts and your

 6 entire focus were on getting medical help to the

 7 severely injured, so thank you for everything you did

 8 that day, and for staying down there, despite the

 9 warning from the police officer, and thank you for

10 coming to assist us.

11 MR KEITH: Thank you. Mr Hay will call the next witness,

12 my Lady.

13 MR HAY: My Lady, may I invite you to call Andrew Ferguson,

14 please.

15 MR ANDREW FERGUSON (affirmed)

16 Questions by MR HAY

17 MR HAY: Mr Ferguson, good afternoon. Can I ask you to give

18 your full name to the court, please?

19 A. Andrew Ferguson.

20 Q. On the morning of 7 July 2005, I believe you had

21 a meeting in Reading?

22 A. That's correct.

23 Q. I think you were originally intending on driving there?

24 A. I was. Unfortunately, I had left my power supply for my

25 laptop at my work in Central London, so I had to go via
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 1 there first before heading to Paddington station, hence

 2 I had to get the train.

 3 Q. I think you originally boarded the Bakerloo Line at

 4 Embankment?

 5 A. That's correct.

 6 Q. Intending on taking that to Paddington?

 7 A. Yes. Unfortunately, that train was delayed and the

 8 driver came over the tannoy and advised us that we

 9 wouldn't be going anywhere soon, and he advised us to

10 seek an alternative route to get to wherever we were

11 going. So I then came off the Bakerloo Line, got on to

12 the District Line towards Westminster, where I changed

13 on to the Jubilee line, up to Baker Street, where

14 I boarded the Circle Line train towards Paddington.

15 Q. Which carriage did you board on the Circle Line train?

16 A. The third carriage.

17 Q. Can we have up on the screen, please, [INQ9792-2]? If we

18 could focus on -- if we actually -- if we could focus on

19 the bottom half of the diagram, please. I think this is

20 a diagram which you drew.

21 A. It looks like it, yes.

22 Q. The X towards the top of -- there's a number 3 on the

23 left which signifies the third carriage, and the X in

24 the third carriage signifies where you were standing?

25 A. Correct.
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 1 Q. We're going to come on to the other letters in a little

 2 bit, but what do you recollect of the explosion itself?

 3 A. I was standing facing, I suppose, towards the window

 4 marked "D" there, with my laptop bag on my back.

 5 I don't remember any bang, more of a thud, as was

 6 described earlier, and a jolt, and it felt like we had

 7 derailed and there was a sound of metal on metal. The

 8 feeling of being pushed forward as we were coming --

 9 slowing down quickly, and I recollect seeing some sparks

10 through the window marked "D" on the drawing there.

11 Q. Was there smoke in your carriage?

12 A. When we came to a standstill, yes, there was smoke or

13 dust, and the -- the sort of covers on the floor,

14 they're like manhole covers, had been lifted up and

15 moved forward, so you could see through the bottom of

16 the carriage.

17 Q. What about the lighting in your carriage?

18 A. The lighting was on when we came to a stop.

19 Q. Was it on with the same intensity that it had been on

20 before the explosion, or you are unable to say?

21 A. Unable to say. I mean, there was smoke and dust in the

22 carriage, so it was harder to tell whether it was as

23 light as before or not.

24 Q. Once the smoke started to settle, what was the

25 atmosphere like in your carriage?

85

Hearing transcripts – 11 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. It was fairly calm. There were obviously people who

 2 were shocked and -- not screaming, but obviously

 3 distressed. However, there was a sound of a man crying

 4 for help from somewhere outside of our carriage, and

 5 I think, to be fair, that overtook all of the distress

 6 that was in our carriage and was the main noise that

 7 could be heard, the man shouting for help.

 8 Q. In response to that scream for help, what did people in

 9 your carriage start to do?

10 A. Well, in response, but also in response to the dust and

11 the smoke, I suppose, to be fair, we tried to open the

12 doors at A to release the smoke and make it a bit more

13 comfortable, but couldn't, and so we focused our efforts

14 on door E on the diagram.

15 Q. Door E, can you just describe door E to us?

16 A. At the front of our carriage, it was actually a driver's

17 compartment, so you couldn't see through from our

18 carriage any further forward. There was a door with

19 a handle covered with glass, "In emergency break the

20 glass to open the door".

21 Q. How easy was it to break that glass?

22 A. We had a couple of attempts with various things a couple

23 of the men around had found. I actually took my shoe

24 off and broke the glass with the heel of my shoe.

25 Q. That allowed you access into the driver's cabin?
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 1 A. Correct.

 2 Q. On the other side, we can see there's the door, F. Does

 3 that door have glass in it?

 4 A. That did, yes. So as soon as I opened door E, there

 5 were people I could see through the glass and the door

 6 marked "F" in the carriage where the bomb had gone off,

 7 and it was in darkness.

 8 Q. You looked through. How far could you see into the

 9 carriage at that point?

10 A. Not very far. There were a huddle of people, if you

11 like, around door F and that's all could I see.

12 Q. Did you then open the door at door F?

13 A. Yes, door F.

14 Q. Did you speak to anyone who was in the second carriage?

15 A. Yes. So there were three or four people, I recall. The

16 first person standing by door F was a businessman-type

17 person who asked me two questions. Firstly, asked if

18 we'd had the flash or the fire bomb, if you like,

19 I think he described it as, I said "No", and, secondly,

20 he asked if anyone had tried to get out of the back of

21 our carriage.

22 Q. Then what did he do?

23 A. He walked past into the third carriage and started to

24 proceed to try to find a way out of the back of the

25 train.
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 1 Q. Did other people then follow him?

 2 A. Yes, so the other people then came out of the carriage

 3 where the bomb had gone off. I recall a man, who was

 4 autistic, who was quite concerned at being late for

 5 college, and he was with a lady who was caring for him.

 6 He came through and sat in the third carriage by window

 7 number D on the bench there, just to calm down, and then

 8 I proceeded into the bombed carriage and there was one

 9 person left who asked me if it was smoky in our

10 carriage, and I said it was, and he said he would stay

11 there because he had asthma and wanted to be in the

12 clean air.

13 Q. Was there, therefore, less smoke in the second carriage

14 than in the third?

15 A. Yes, so it was at that point it was fairly evident

16 that -- or I noticed the state of the carriage, because

17 it had been -- obviously the passengers had left, and

18 the fact that there were no windows or doors and there

19 was actually air circulating in that carriage.

20 Q. In terms of the extent of the destruction in the second

21 carriage compared to the third carriage?

22 A. So the third carriage where I'd been had pretty much no

23 damage, apart from the covers on the floor had lifted.

24 The carriage with the bomb itself, it was twisted metal,

25 no windows, no doors, as far as I could see, and I could
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 1 see through approximately to point H.

 2 Q. If we could rotate this diagram, please, and focus on

 3 the second carriage, if we could also have up on the

 4 screen, please, at the same time, [INQ10282-9], if we

 5 could enlarge both.

 6 You've marked on various doors G, H and the like.

 7 Doing the best you can, can you try to align those with

 8 the doors below?

 9 A. Okay, so there's a door missing. There were four sets

10 of doors, as I later found out. I actually thought

11 there were three when I first did this. So there were

12 four sets. I came in by -- there were four sets of

13 doors, so I've only drawn three sets on my diagram,

14 I think, because I got it wrong at the time. So G,

15 which is where I came through, would relate to the first

16 set of double doors.

17 Q. So that would be D5 and D6? Sorry, no, D7 and D8.

18 A. Actually, I think there's another set of doors to the

19 right on that. So G relates to double doors D7. I

20 relates to double doors D5, and H relates to double

21 doors D3, I believe.

22 Q. What was at the point L on your diagram? I appreciate

23 it's turned on its side?

24 A. Okay, so --

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry --
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 1 MR HAY: Point L is there, thank you very much.

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.

 3 A. So that's by the third set.

 4 I could see clearly to the second set of doors.

 5 Beyond the second set of doors, it became darker, but

 6 I did see that there was a crater in the floor.

 7 Q. Were you able to see anything in that crater?

 8 A. No.

 9 Q. Were you able to see anyone around the crater?

10 A. Not at that time, no. I was -- I became distracted

11 because someone actually broke the windows through from

12 the corresponding train to come across, which is really

13 why I proceeded further into the carriage.

14 Q. At the point you were aware that people were coming

15 across from the parallel train, are you able to say how

16 much time had elapsed since the bomb?

17 A. No, no. Five to ten minutes, approximately. But ...

18 Q. If we could remove the bottom diagram, please, and then

19 if we could have that diagram now vertical. Thank you

20 very much.

21 You've marked a number of letters. Can I ask you

22 about point J, who do you recollect being at point J?

23 A. That's where I ended up sitting with the two American

24 sisters, Emily, and then Katy was sat next to us.

25 Q. And at point K?
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 1 A. Point K, I believe, or I now know to be, I believe,

 2 John Tulloch.

 3 Q. And at point L?

 4 A. Point L -- sorry, I said it was a crater earlier on,

 5 I now know it was someone I gave a coat to, who --

 6 I don't recall the name, but they were lying on their

 7 back with their head by -- at the end of by the doors I,

 8 and their legs coming down towards point K.

 9 Q. Did the person at point L have any injury to their leg?

10 A. Yes, they did. They had -- from recollection, it looked

11 like they'd lost the lower half of their leg, one of

12 their legs.

13 Q. I think we now know that to be David Gardner. I don't

14 know if that assists you.

15 At the area by I, what was there?

16 A. That's where the crater was between I and the two Is in

17 the doorway bit there. I didn't really pay much

18 attention to that area. I had been by door H bringing

19 water across from the train next door, coats, ties,

20 et cetera, as requested, and then I sat down with Emily

21 Benton, at point J, and to be fair, the only thing I saw

22 until the paramedics arrived later from that position

23 were points K and L. It was the sort of immediate

24 vicinity.

25 Q. You've mentioned getting water and coats and the like.
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. Were those passed across to you from the other train --

 3 A. Yes.

 4 Q. -- or did you actually have to go down onto the tracks?

 5 A. No, they were passed across, so the people that broke

 6 the window of the door on the parallel train, I recall

 7 four people coming across, which is what -- the breaking

 8 glass is what took me into the carriage and to point H,

 9 door H. Two gentlemen came across, one of which I now

10 know to be Peter Zimonjic and the other person I don't

11 know the name, and two offduty nurses.

12 Q. Again, I know it's very difficult with time, but are you

13 able to give any indication as to when they came across?

14 A. Again, it was pretty much instantaneously after I had

15 spoken to the guy who made the comment about having

16 asthma. It was literally after that statement that

17 I saw the glass break, which drew my attention, and then

18 I walked over, at which point the two gentlemen had come

19 across and I helped the nurses into the carriage.

20 Q. I think you said you spent your time with the two

21 American girls, the Benton sisters.

22 A. Yes.

23 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, just before we go on, could

24 you help me a little more about the glass breaking and

25 where it came from, which glass it was that was
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 1 breaking?

 2 A. Okay, so it wasn't the door of the bombed carriage,

 3 because that had gone.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Certainly.

 5 A. It was the door of the other train was next to it. So

 6 they had sort of -- you know, they had found a pole or

 7 something and they physically thrust that through the

 8 window of one of the doors on the other train. So they

 9 climbed through the broken window of a door of the

10 double doors, if that makes sense.

11 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: They had to climb through the door

12 and then you've got a gap between the trains?

13 A. There was a small gap, and into, you know, where the

14 double doors had been on the bombed carriage, yes.

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Was there anybody there to help them

16 down that side, because they're coming in at a certain

17 level, aren't they?

18 A. It was a matter of a foot or two feet apart, I don't

19 remember any serious height difference or whatever. As

20 I say, the two gentlemen had got across on their own, as

21 I recall, and I gave the ladies, the nurses, a hand into

22 the carriage from the window down.

23 MR HAY: I was asking you about the two Americans, the

24 Benton sisters.?

25 A. Mm-hmm.
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 1 Q. I think you spent your time with them on the carriage

 2 assisting them. Is that correct?

 3 A. That's correct. There was a request for water and coats

 4 and tourniquets, which the people in the next door

 5 carriage, in the other train, were assisting with, they

 6 were amazingly calm and just trying to find whatever we

 7 were asking for, basically.

 8 So I passed things through, and then, there was

 9 already a gentleman with Emily, who asked if I could

10 take over, he was in an uncomfortable position and just

11 wanted to stand up and stretch his legs, if you like.

12 So I then sat down with Emily and remained there until

13 she came out later on.

14 Q. In Peter Zimonjic's book, it mentions the fact that you

15 talked to them, because they were from Tennessee, about

16 country and western music?

17 A. Yes, it sounds strange now, but all I talked about was

18 anything that came into my head, which, unfortunately

19 for the girls perhaps, comprised of, you know, where

20 they'd been, the music likes, dislikes and some probably

21 inappropriate jokes to try and maintain a level of, you

22 know, discussion and keep Emily sort of talking and

23 awake.

24 Q. It's apparent from your statement that there came

25 a point when you were aware of a number of deceased
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 1 bodies in the carriage.

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. Was that before or after the paramedics arrived?

 4 A. That was after. So we'd been waiting for them to

 5 arrive. There had been -- one of the nurses and Peter

 6 had applied some bandages to Emily, but when the

 7 paramedics arrived, there was a nurse, who I recall the

 8 name being Beth, so she took over from me with Emily, at

 9 which point I stood up.

10 Shortly after that -- I don't recall how long --

11 more people arrived from the third carriage into our

12 carriage with stretchers, et cetera, and started panning

13 out through the front of the bombed carriage to help

14 people, and at that point I recollect they were laying

15 down labels with the words "dead" on them, and that's

16 when I recall seeing two labels -- well, the one label

17 in point M as marked on the diagram there.

18 Q. You recollect there being -- seeing two labels?

19 A. I tend -- I believe I saw two, one definitely at M and

20 one near M, although I don't recall much about that.

21 Q. Can I ask you about the person who had the label on them

22 at M?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. What do you recollect about that person?

25 A. Not much, apart from the fact I recall that they were
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 1 lying face down with their head pointing towards point I

 2 on their front, and that's pretty much all I recall and

 3 the badge was on their back.

 4 Q. Can you recollect whether or not they had any clothing

 5 on?

 6 A. I recall they had clothing. I don't recall what.

 7 Q. Do you recollect seeing any specific injuries to that

 8 person?

 9 A. Not now, no. I don't.

10 Q. From the position they were in, were you able to get any

11 impression of how old they may have been?

12 A. No, they were face down with their head turned away, so

13 I couldn't see any facial features.

14 Q. The other person that you saw -- I know it's

15 difficult --

16 A. I don't recall anything.

17 Q. -- can you help us with where you think they may have

18 been in relation to point M?

19 A. I recall seeing another -- a label sort of top left of

20 M, but I can't be fully certain.

21 Q. At any point, did you become aware of a person in the

22 crater?

23 A. No.

24 Q. Did you remain on the carriage until the Benton sisters

25 were taken out?
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 1 A. I came out with Emily when she was stretchered out,

 2 I came out with her, yes.

 3 Q. In your statement, you say that you thought you left the

 4 carriage around 10.20.

 5 A. That's correct.

 6 Q. Is there any particular reason why you know that?

 7 A. Only because the first thing I tried to do when I came

 8 out of Edgware Road station was make a phone call, so

 9 I recall it being 10.20.

10 Q. That's when you were outside the station?

11 A. Exactly.

12 Q. Are you able to say how long it would have taken you to

13 come off the carriage?

14 A. Five or so minutes, but that's a complete guess. It

15 wasn't long. We walked quite quickly through the

16 carriages. Emily was on a stretcher being carried

17 through. There was some time it took to get her down

18 the ladder that had been put to the side of one of the

19 end carriages that we came off and onto the track, and

20 then we came through and out into the air where she got

21 put into an ambulance and that's when I turned my phone

22 on.

23 Q. I think, fortunately, you, yourself, weren't injured in

24 any way?

25 A. No, not at all.
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 1 Q. I think the Benton sisters, both of them, were taken to

 2 hospital, and am I right in thinking that you sent

 3 either one of them or both of them flowers?

 4 A. I did, yes.

 5 MR HAY: Mr Ferguson, thank you very much. I have no more

 6 questions for you, but others might.

 7 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders?

 8 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

 9 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Ferguson, just two matters, please. The

10 person you've described at position M, I'm not sure

11 you've actually told us, I think that was a male rather

12 than a female?

13 A. I believe so, yes.

14 Q. Thank you, and I think we've all understood now that

15 you've recognised there should have been four sets of

16 doors?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Where you've marked door I, there would be another set

19 of doors beyond that?

20 A. That's correct, yes.

21 MR SAUNDERS: Thank you very much indeed, Mr Ferguson.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

23 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

24 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Ferguson, I also have two quick questions.

25 Firstly, about the individual, the male at position M,
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 1 you've told us that he's male and that he was clothed.

 2 We know that you didn't see his face and you can't give

 3 us much more detail than that, but can you help us with

 4 just this question: do you recall anything about his

 5 build? Was he of slim build or was he more wide-set,

 6 can you remember that?

 7 A. I would say wide-set, but it's not based on any ...

 8 Q. That's helpful. Then the one other issue I just want to

 9 ask you about is: you've spoken in your statement and

10 also today about seeing these signs saying "dead" being

11 placed on bodies. In your statement you said you

12 understood that was rescue workers. Today, you've

13 described the signs being placed at around the same time

14 that you see people coming in from the third carriage

15 including people with stretchers.

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. Do you recall if it was definitely paramedics placing

18 those signs? Can you give us any more assistance with

19 the people who were placing the signs or how they were

20 dressed?

21 A. I can -- I don't remember any sort of high visibility or

22 green clothing, which would infer, you know, one of two

23 sorts of staff, I suppose. I remember dark clothing,

24 but I don't remember anything specific about their

25 attire. I don't remember high visibility jackets or
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 1 anything of that sort.

 2 Q. Do you recall seeing, when those signs were being

 3 placed, any particular checks being carried out on the

 4 bodies, pulses being checked, anything like that?

 5 A. So there was an influx of people, and that's when the

 6 saline arrived and the stretchers arrived. They were --

 7 it seemed they took order and took structure to what had

 8 been happening, not that it wasn't structured or ordered

 9 before, but it was obviously what they knew to do, and

10 they were moving about the carriage and, as I recall,

11 they were making checks and then standing up and placing

12 the labels.

13 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you very much, I've nothing further.

14 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Does anybody else have any questions

15 for Mr Ferguson?

16 Those are all the questions, it seems, Mr Ferguson.

17 You didn't need to leave the safety, the comparative

18 safety, of your carriage to go and help and I'm sure

19 that all those that you did help are extremely grateful

20 to you for everything that you did. Thank you for

21 helping us.

22 MR HAY: My Lady, there are a number of statements to be

23 read this morning. May I start with the statement of

24 Kathleen Benton?

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.
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 1 MR HAY: That statement is dated 9 July 2005 and has the

 2 usual declaration of truth.

 3 Statement of MS KATHLEEN BENTON read

 4 "... this week, I have been visiting London with my

 5 sister Emily Benton. On Thursday, 7 July 2005, at about

 6 8.30, we boarded an Underground train on the Circle Line

 7 at Edgware Road. I do not know which carriage we got

 8 on, but we entered by the double doors and immediately

 9 turned right and sat down in the two seats nearest the

10 double doors with the platform behind us. When we

11 boarded the train, there were more people getting off

12 than were actually getting on. Emily took the seat

13 nearest the double doors and I sat next to her. Next to

14 me, on my right, was an empty seat, and then the next

15 one was taken by a white man, and next to him was

16 a white woman."

17 If we could have up on the screen, please,

18 [INQ10282-8], my Lady will see there that Kathleen Benton

19 has been assigned number 21 by the Metropolitan Police

20 and her sister Emily next to her at number 22.

21 "Opposite us there were three seats which were taken

22 by four or five other passengers. There was hardly

23 anyone standing, and the train was not particularly

24 busy, which I thought was surprising, as everyone should

25 have been going to work.
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 1 "There was a white man in a black suit standing near

 2 to Emily, on her left side, beside the double doors.

 3 I could see his hand holding the rail beside her. The

 4 people who were on the train were all dressed in suits

 5 and a few of them carried briefcases. There was not

 6 much talking, so I think that most people were

 7 travelling alone.

 8 "There was nothing strange about the train carriage

 9 when we entered. Having sat down when the train began

10 to move, the only thing really concerning me was that

11 I think we were travelling in the wrong direction. We

12 had only been travelling about a minute and a half. We

13 had not even had time to begin talking. Suddenly,

14 everything went black. I felt as though I was being

15 electrocuted. It was really painful. There was

16 a horrible, loud, deafening noise. I was holding Emily

17 and saying, 'What's happening, what's happening?' it

18 seemed to go on for an eternity.

19 "When it stopped, it took a while to see again. All

20 the glass had been blown out, everything to my right

21 looked burnt, but in front of me everything was normal

22 and not burnt. Everybody, including myself and Emily,

23 had been thrown to the floor. The person next to me was

24 sprawled out face down. About ten feet away from me,

25 there was a hole in the floor. There was a man
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 1 collapsed inside the hole with rubble all over him. He

 2 was a white man, aged in his 40s, wearing a suit.

 3 "There was another white man by the hole and he was

 4 also wearing a suit. He had darker hair and was in his

 5 30s. Near to me was the man who had been sitting on my

 6 right, next to the empty seat. He said his name was

 7 John. He had glass in his face, which was a mess, and

 8 he was crawling around everywhere. He kept asking if

 9 anyone had seen his laptop. By the way he kept moving

10 around, I was scared he was going to fall and crush

11 Emily. He was wearing a suit and was about average

12 height, 5' 9" to 5' 10".

13 "There was a white man in his 30s who had been down

14 the other end of the carriage. He had a cut head from

15 a small shard of glass. He tore up his shirt and used

16 it to wrap my leg and hand with. He was with another

17 white man who had come from the other train and was

18 helping Emily.

19 "Paramedics came on the train and were moving all of

20 the people. They turned over the body of the person

21 sprawled out near the hole. It was a white woman with

22 blond hair."

23 My Lady, pausing there, it's our assessment that it

24 was more likely to be a man than a woman and, indeed,

25 Emily Benton goes on to refer to a "guy" in that
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 1 position.

 2 "When they turned her over, they left her. She was

 3 dead. I was taken off the train by paramedics to

 4 St Mary's Hospital and I was operated on there."

 5 MR KEITH: My Lady, the last two statements are those of

 6 Emily Benton and James Mathiason. May I read those out?

 7 Both contain the usual declarations of truth.

 8 Emily Benton's statement reads as follows.

 9 Statement of MS EMILY BENTON read

10 "This statement is compiled from notes taken by

11 DC Joel Watson at Charing Cross Hospital on 9 July 2005.

12 "On 7 July, I was in London on vacation with my

13 sister, Kathleen Benton. Some time in the morning, we

14 went to Paddington station. There we travelled on the

15 Underground to Edgware Road. We got on to a Tube train

16 at Edgware Road. We sat on the right-hand side of the

17 carriage in seats by the door. I cannot remember much

18 about the events prior to and after the explosion.

19 I had surgery yesterday. I have been transferred from

20 one hospital to the one I am in now. I cannot remember

21 much. Nothing stirred my memory about persons in the

22 carriage. We were not on the train long before the

23 explosion, I would estimate about one and a half

24 minutes. I can't remember the composition of persons

25 inside the carriage. I cannot remember any of their
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 1 descriptions. We seemed to be the only people on the

 2 train in jeans. The other people looked as if they were

 3 dressed for work.

 4 "I recall feeling a burning sensation and intense

 5 pain. I woke up on the floor of the carriage next to

 6 Kathleen. I can recall a large hole in the floor of the

 7 carriage next to my sister. This was by the centre of

 8 the carriageway. People were bleeding. I saw a person

 9 with a bad eye injury. They did not know what had

10 happened, kept asking me. That person was in bad shape.

11 There was a dead guy next to Katy. I was aware of

12 people smashing the windows to get at us. There were

13 people outside and I think they may have had shovels.

14 Two or three people climbed in to help us. A guy helped

15 us while we were waiting for paramedics to get to us.

16 I think he was a passenger on the train. He talked to

17 us, kept us awake. He sent us flowers in hospital and

18 a card. His name was Andrew Ferguson. I would like to

19 thank him for looking after us. I have left foot

20 injuries and right hand injuries. Both require further

21 surgery. I have blast injuries to my body."

22 The second statement, my Lady, is that of

23 James Mathiason, dated 30 July 2005.

24 Statement of MR JAMES MATHIASON read

25 "On Thursday, 7 July 2005, I left my house about
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 1 8.00 in the morning and walked to Palmers Green train

 2 station. I was running late that morning. I normally

 3 leave the house about 7.25. I caught the mainline train

 4 from Palmers Green station about 8.03. Arriving at

 5 Finsbury Park, I cannot remember exactly what time the

 6 train arrived at Finsbury Park, but it is quite a short

 7 journey. I then walked down to the Underground Tube

 8 station at Finsbury Park and caught the Victoria Line to

 9 Oxford Circus. I then changed platforms to the

10 Bakerloo Line to get to Paddington station.

11 "While I was waiting at the platform, along with

12 other passengers, an announcement was made by

13 London Underground staff saying that there is

14 a defective train. Therefore, I could not get the

15 Bakerloo Line to Paddington. I decided to get the

16 Victoria Line to King's Cross and then get the

17 Circle Line to Paddington.

18 "On arrival at King's Cross, I had to change

19 platforms to the Circle Line towards Paddington.

20 I managed to get the Circle Line train without any

21 problems.

22 "The train left King's Cross, stopping at stations

23 as scheduled. The train arrived at Edgware Road.

24 Passengers got off the train and on to the train. The

25 train doors shut and moved on from Edgware Road. The
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 1 train was not too far from the platform, but it had

 2 entered the tunnel. Whilst in the tunnel, I heard

 3 a loud bang and a crash. The lights in the carriage

 4 I was sitting in went out. I noticed the train was in

 5 complete darkness. The train had stopped and I thought

 6 the train had crashed. I could hear people screaming

 7 and asking for help. I stood up from my seat and also

 8 asked for help. My ear was hurting. It was ringing.

 9 A lady, who was also on the train, who I now know to be

10 Caroline Bridgeman, I told her I was autistic. She

11 reassured me. All the passengers who could walk were

12 asked to walk through the carriages towards the back of

13 the train. Once I had reached the end of the carriage,

14 I got off the train from the rear exit. I then walked

15 along the track until I reached the platform. There

16 were London Underground staff assisting the passengers

17 to get onto the platform.

18 "We were then escorted out of the station into

19 Marks & Spencers. I then walked across the road to the

20 Hilton Metropole Hotel. All the other passengers were

21 moved there. Caroline remained with me all the time.

22 I gave my details to the police. I was then briefly

23 seen by a doctor. I was then taken to the Royal Free

24 Hospital. I was examined by doctors and later

25 discharged on the same day.
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 1 "I started to feel unwell by the evening. A doctor

 2 examined me at home and admitted me into hospital for

 3 further medical treatment. I was taken to the

 4 North Middlesex Hospital. I remained there for about

 5 five days and then moved to the Kings Oak Hospital in

 6 Enfield. As a result of the explosion, my left ear

 7 hurts and I have difficulty hearing from my left ear.

 8 I am still receiving medical treatment from the hospital

 9 as an outpatient."

10 That was, of course, in July of 2005.

11 In relation to his own appearance he says:

12 "I am 5' 8", tall, medium build, white, European

13 looking. I have short dark hair and a dark beard."

14 The relevancy of that, my Lady, is of course to the

15 evidence of Mr O'Hara, whose evidence I read earlier in

16 the week, where he describes Mr Mathiason but, because

17 of the soot and the blast effects, misdescribes his

18 appearance.

19 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Right, that completes the evidence to

20 be called this week?

21 MR KEITH: It does, my Lady. As my Lady knows very well,

22 there are other matters and other issues being addressed

23 tomorrow and on Monday.

24 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Very well. The next open evidential

25 hearing in the inquests will be on Tuesday starting at
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 1 10.00, please.

 2 MR KEITH: Thank you, my Lady.

 3 (12.47 pm)

 4 (The inquests adjourned until 10.00 am on Tuesday,

 5 16 November 2010)

 6
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