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 1 Tuesday, 23 November 2010

 2 (10.00 am)

 3 MR KEITH: Good morning, my Lady.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Keith.

 5 MR KEITH: My Lady, in a departure from today's schedule,

 6 may I invite you to call Andrew Meyer first?

 7 MR ANDREW JOHN MEYER (sworn)

 8 Questions by MR KEITH

 9 MR KEITH: Good morning.

10 A. Good morning.

11 Q. Could you give the court your full name, please?

12 A. It's Andrew John Meyer.

13 Q. Mr Meyer, you needn't lean forward, because, in fact,

14 the microphone there won't amplify your voice. It

15 merely relays it to the court annex.

16 A. Okay.

17 Q. In July of 2005, and from your uniform plainly still

18 now, you were employed by the London Ambulance Service,

19 is that right?

20 A. That's right.

21 Q. Were you stationed at St John's Wood ambulance station?

22 A. That's correct.

23 Q. I think you had many years of service behind you even

24 then.

25 A. Yes, yes, a good ten years.
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 1 Q. That morning, 7 July, you started work at 7.00, and was

 2 your tour of duty from 7.00 in the morning until 7.00 in

 3 the evening?

 4 A. I believe so, yes.

 5 Q. Do you recall what your call sign was?

 6 A. It was Echo 215.

 7 Q. And your partner?

 8 A. Is Alasdair Hearsum.

 9 Q. We know from his witness statement, Mr Meyer, that he

10 was a paramedic. Your witness statement is silent. May

11 we presume that you were a paramedic as well?

12 A. I'm an emergency medical technician.

13 Q. Do you recall what you first heard of the incidents that

14 occurred in London that morning?

15 A. The -- when the phone rang, I spoke to a female

16 operator. She was asking us to attend Edgware Road Tube

17 station, and she gave me some background information

18 that there was reports of many incidents going on around

19 London, more information to follow, but to make our way

20 to Edgware Road.

21 Q. You say you took a phone call. Did that mean it was

22 a direction for to you attend an emergency?

23 A. Yes, the big bell rings and the next crew out answers

24 that particular phone call.

25 Q. Right. I think there was another person, Jane Pitkin,
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 1 present in your office at the time?

 2 A. She was, yes.

 3 Q. Was she a team leader?

 4 A. She is, yes.

 5 Q. Did she receive a call-out, as far as you can recollect?

 6 A. I think we made her aware that something was going on

 7 and she came with us.

 8 Q. Could you look at the screen, please, at [LAS565-14]? At

 9 09.18.48, "E215", Echo 215, is that your call sign?

10 A. That's correct.

11 Q. Receiver of message, Central Ambulance Control:

12 "Despatched to CAD ..."

13 That's the computer-aided dispatch record.

14 "... 739 ..."

15 Which recorded the call to the London Ambulance

16 Service from the Fire Brigade, itself having received

17 a call.

18 "... Edgware Road station."

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. Does that time, 09.18, accord with your recollection?

21 A. That seems about right, yes.

22 Q. Then could we look, please, at the arrival time, which

23 I think we'll find on [LAS565-21], 09.24.08, there we go,

24 E215:

25 "Status updated to red at scene Edgware Road
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 1 station."

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. So on arrival, as we've heard from other evidence before

 4 my Lady, you press a button or a control on your

 5 dashboard --

 6 A. That's correct.

 7 Q. -- which sends a message to the Central Ambulance

 8 Control to say that you've arrived?

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. Do you recall whether, in light of the information you'd

11 received over the phone, you put further supplies of

12 equipment in your ambulance?

13 A. Yes, we went to the main stores and we got more fluids,

14 pain relief and burns dressings, as many as we could,

15 put them into the back of the ambulance, and together

16 with Jane made our way down to the station.

17 Q. Your partner was Mr Hearsum, so may we presume that you

18 and Mr Hearsum went in one ambulance?

19 A. No, the three of us travelled together in the one

20 ambulance.

21 Q. The three of you travelled together?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Your witness statement records that you put further

24 supplies of equipment in the ambulances, plural.

25 A. Right.
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 1 Q. Do you recall whether you just kitted out your own

 2 ambulance or other ambulances?

 3 A. Just our own ambulance.

 4 Q. It was just yours?

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. Do you recall whether any other ambulances left at the

 7 same time as yours?

 8 A. I can't be sure.

 9 Q. You can't be sure?

10 A. I can't be sure.

11 Q. When you arrived, could you see injured passengers

12 streaming out of the entrance of the Tube station?

13 A. Yes, yes, that's correct.

14 Q. What did you do?

15 A. On leaving the ambulance, a quick look round to see how

16 many ambulances, you know, other services, Fire Brigade

17 was there. I only remember seeing one other ambulance.

18 There was no one on the front entrance to give us, you

19 know, an update, any members of staff, so we just made

20 our way into the station.

21 Q. Do you recall whose ambulance it was that had arrived

22 before you?

23 A. I know now that it was Graeme Baker and Nick Mars.

24 Q. When you arrived at the station, at the station

25 entrance, did you see any other of your colleagues
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 1 there?

 2 A. I recall seeing Chris Woofenden and, very briefly, on

 3 passing in the foyer, I remember seeing the DSO

 4 Pete Swan.

 5 Q. Was that shortly after your arrival or later on?

 6 A. Just shortly after our arrival.

 7 Q. All right.

 8 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Both of them shortly after your

 9 arrival or Mr Swan?

10 A. Both shortly after our arrival, yes.

11 MR KEITH: Your witness statement records how Mr Swan said

12 to you that you needed or he needed or one needed to

13 declare a major incident. Do you know whether or not

14 that was declared and, if so, when it was?

15 A. I then left Mr Swan, went down to the train, so what

16 happened after that upstairs, I don't know.

17 Q. You didn't hear him declaring it over the radio to

18 Central Ambulance Control?

19 A. We didn't have any handheld radios, so once we're away

20 from that vehicle, then I can't hear any other

21 conversations going on.

22 MR KEITH: My Lady, for the record, the major incident was

23 declared by London Ambulance Service at 09.29.

24 Was it your impression that no major incident had

25 been declared at the time you arrived because the
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 1 discussion was about whether to declare it, not the fact

 2 that it had already been declared?

 3 A. On the way to the job, I remember hearing Graeme Baker

 4 asking to alert the hospitals, so that gave us a pretty

 5 good idea that something is happening here but yet to be

 6 confirmed.

 7 Q. Did you go straight down to the platform level or did

 8 you engage in tending to the walking wounded at station

 9 level?

10 A. Very, very briefly, I remember, as the people came past,

11 I remember with Chris that we were going to start to

12 file these people into --

13 Q. Chris Woofenden?

14 A. Chris Woofenden, yes -- you know, to get them into

15 a triage area, but then Alasdair prompted me and said,

16 "Andy, we need to get down to the train". We're talking

17 one or two seconds here and then straight down to the

18 train.

19 Q. What was it about the appearance of the wounded that led

20 you to think that your services were more immediately

21 required at track level?

22 A. The people that were walking wounded, dirty faces,

23 singed hair, so if the people that are walking have

24 singed hair, then there must be worse casualties down

25 there as well.

7

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. Did you know anything of the cause of their injuries?

 2 A. I think I remember, in the phone call originally on

 3 station, that there was a mention of a -- a "power

 4 surge" was the words that were used.

 5 Q. When you went down to the platform, had your

 6 understanding changed in any way or was that all that

 7 you had been made aware of?

 8 A. Well, there was nothing -- on the platform, there was

 9 nothing to give you any other impression.

10 Q. We can take it from your witness statement that, when

11 you went down to the platform, you received confirmation

12 that the current was off, and then you went onto the

13 track.

14 A. That's correct, yes.

15 Q. Do you recall members of the London Underground staff in

16 the tunnel guiding people away from the trains and

17 pointing the way for the emergency services to proceed

18 towards the trains --

19 A. That's right, yes.

20 Q. -- in a daisy chain?

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. As you approached the trains, did you see a number of

23 your colleagues, in particular Mr Baker and Mr Mars?

24 A. Yes, I did.

25 Q. What were they doing?
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 1 A. They were down the left side of the tunnel, just

 2 slightly past the back of the train. They were

 3 crouching down. I went round the side, made myself

 4 aware to them. They were dealing with Danny Biddle.

 5 I asked Graeme where I was needed, and he said to get on

 6 to the train.

 7 Q. So did you go up on to the rear of the westbound train

 8 via the ladder which had been put there at the end?

 9 A. That's correct, yes.

10 Q. Where did you go?

11 A. I think Alasdair was in front of me. We made our way

12 through one carriage, and I believe the second carriage

13 was where the explosion had occurred.

14 Q. You record in your witness statement the locations of

15 a number of people whom you saw in that bombed carriage.

16 We are most of all concerned with those passengers who

17 passed away as a result of the explosion in that

18 carriage, so I want to concentrate on them, if I may.

19 Do you recollect anything of the crater left by the

20 bomb in the second carriage and where it was?

21 A. Yes, I do, yes.

22 Q. Could you tell us what you can remember of that?

23 A. It was quite large. It was about 6 feet across. There

24 was a deceased male inside the hole, looked rather

25 caught up in the metalwork. The explosion appeared to
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 1 have knocked all the framework of the floor down -- in

 2 a downward motion, and he was spreadeagled in amongst

 3 all the metal framework.

 4 Q. He was deceased, you've said.

 5 A. Yes.

 6 Q. Did you, yourself, check him to see whether there were

 7 any signs of life or was it evident from where you were

 8 that he'd plainly passed away?

 9 A. In my experience, yes.

10 Q. What was it about his location, his position, that led

11 you to that conclusion?

12 A. He was sort of about halfway in between the floor of the

13 train and the tracks. He had severe damage to his upper

14 legs and appeared across the abdomen. His eyes were

15 open and staring. He was making no effort to breathe,

16 no chest rise.

17 Q. You made a plan, or rather you marked on a plan, the

18 location of that gentleman, Mr Brewster.

19 A. I did.

20 Q. Can we have, please, [INQ8571-2] ? It's quite hard to see

21 the lettering, but you can see that you've drawn round

22 the location of the bomb a circle and indicated a bomb

23 crater there. Do you recognise that?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Is "D" the location of Mr Brewster?
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 1 A. That's correct.

 2 Q. You also record in your statement how, having entered

 3 the carriage -- and we know that you would have entered

 4 from the right-hand side of this diagram, carriage 3,

 5 the direction of travel on the front being towards the

 6 left-hand side of the diagram --

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Three people, A, B and C. A was a white male who was

 9 being tended by colleagues of yours, but B and C you

10 indicate were both males who had passed away.

11 A. That's correct.

12 Q. Do you recollect anything of them?

13 A. When I got to them, they were face down.

14 Q. Both of them?

15 A. Both of them. I believe they were wearing dark suits,

16 you know, their clothes were quite torn. To be able to

17 assess if they were alive or not, we've had to turn them

18 to open their airway. Both men seemed to have severe

19 facial injuries but, again, both of them not making any

20 effort to breathe, and both of them didn't have

21 a carotid pulse.

22 Q. So both were checked for signs of life --

23 A. Absolutely.

24 Q. -- both were checked for signs of a pulse, and both had

25 facial injuries. Could you detect whether one was more
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 1 seriously injured to the skull vault and the head than

 2 the other or not?

 3 A. Not really. With the light down there being as it was,

 4 you couldn't really clearly see what the injuries were.

 5 Q. Were you able to distinguish between them in terms of

 6 age or hair colour?

 7 A. Both appeared to have darkish hair. There was probably,

 8 I don't know, a 15-year gap, age-wise.

 9 Q. Do you recall which was the older of the two?

10 A. I don't, actually.

11 Q. All right.

12 You've said "we" checked them. Do you recall who

13 ascertained alongside you that they had passed away?

14 A. That was Alasdair, my crew mate.

15 Q. It was Mr Hearsum?

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. May I ask you this also: we know from your witness

18 statement that, later, you and Mr Hearsum moved those

19 two gentlemen at B and C --

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. -- because A needed to be removed from the carriage on

22 a stretcher --

23 A. That's correct.

24 Q. -- and you needed to get access to A. When you first

25 checked them for signs of life and ascertained that they
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 1 were dead, did you move them from where they were or did

 2 you place them gently back down on the floor where you

 3 had first found them?

 4 A. Where we first found them, yes.

 5 Q. Was there anything to indicate that they had been moved

 6 before your arrival? Did they look like they had been

 7 placed, for example, in a straight line on the floor or

 8 did it appear that they were lying in the position that

 9 they would have been left in the immediate aftermath of

10 the explosion?

11 A. They were placed side by side. They were lying side by

12 side, so there's a possibility that they may have been

13 moved before our arrival, but --

14 Q. But you can't say?

15 A. -- I wouldn't know.

16 Q. Having ascertained that they had passed away, did you

17 place triage cards on them to show that they were dead?

18 A. I didn't, not that I can recall.

19 Q. That's A, B, C and D you've already told us about.

20 Could you tell us now, please, about E and F?

21 E, we know from your witness statement, was where

22 a young lady was located. Can you recall anything of

23 her?

24 A. Yes, she seemed in her 20s, she was lying flat on her

25 back with her arms beside her. She wasn't making any
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 1 effort to breathe, again no carotid pulse.

 2 With the dark lighting there, the way it was, she

 3 appeared to have, like, a dirty face, and some of her

 4 clothes had been either blown off -- I would imagine

 5 blown off in the blast. But someone had very kindly

 6 placed a green -- what I think was a jumper, over the

 7 patient's torso, to protect her modesty, I believe.

 8 Q. With her, again, do you recollect whether you placed

 9 a triage card on her to show that you had checked her

10 for signs of life and concluded that there were none?

11 A. Not immediately, no. I may have put -- after, you know,

12 things had settled down, I may have put cards on at

13 a later point, but the initial check I don't recall

14 putting tags on people.

15 Q. Is the initial check designed to be as quick, although

16 proper, a process as possible --

17 A. Absolutely.

18 Q. -- in order to see who is still alive --

19 A. Yes.

20 Q. -- and, therefore, in need of immediate medical

21 treatment --

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. -- as part of an initial triage assessment?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. Do you recall Mr Joshi, Jesal Joshi, passing you any
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 1 triage cards?

 2 A. I don't recall that.

 3 Q. In relation to the young lady at E, were you able to

 4 ascertain the nature of her injuries? Could you see

 5 where she had been injured?

 6 A. I didn't. With all the casualties that we had, she

 7 seemed to be the least harmed.

 8 Q. Turning to F, can you recall anything of this gentleman?

 9 A. Just, again, that he was face down. It was an adult

10 male, possibly between 30 and 40, and, like the other

11 four, making no effort to breathe, had no carotid pulse,

12 but as far as injuries, nothing too obvious, yes.

13 Q. So the position then was this, was it not: as far as you

14 could tell, were you the first paramedic to have

15 assessed what we now know to have been all the deceased

16 in that carriage, B, C, D, E and F?

17 A. I think between myself and Alasdair Hearsum, that would

18 be the case, yes.

19 Q. Having ascertained that there were no signs of life and,

20 therefore, nothing that could be done for any of them,

21 did you then appreciate that at the end of the

22 carriage -- as we can see, you've marked G, H and I --

23 there were a number of living casualties?

24 A. There was, yes.

25 Q. Were any of them more seriously wounded than others and,
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 1 therefore, more in need of immediate medical attention?

 2 A. I think the person marked as G we categorised as

 3 a priority 1, so that person needed to get to hospital

 4 as quickly as we could.

 5 Q. Do you recollect anything of his injuries?

 6 A. I, myself, wasn't actually physically treating him.

 7 I was providing the painkiller and the fluids and the

 8 equipment to, you know -- ready for his removal.

 9 Alasdair was actually treating the patient.

10 Q. You've marked on the map H and I, and in your statement

11 you record how H and I were, you thought, two American

12 ladies whom you understood to be sisters.

13 We've heard a great deal of evidence to suggest that

14 they were, in fact, located further towards the rear of

15 the carriage, indeed were seated in seats 9 and 10

16 between double doors D3 and D5.

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. I appreciate it's a long time ago and that the situation

19 was a terrible and appallingly confused one. Is it

20 possible that you were mistaken as to the location of

21 the two American girls?

22 A. Yes, it is possible, yes.

23 Q. By contrast, are you confident that G, the male you

24 assessed as a priority 1 casualty, was, indeed, at that

25 front end of the carriage?
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. Did you become aware of passengers in the carriage

 3 helping the wounded?

 4 A. I remember one gentleman, he more or less approached us

 5 straightaway, he was -- he had a South African accent.

 6 He mentioned that he thought it was an explosive device,

 7 and I can remember him giving a brief handover to myself

 8 and Alasdair of what he'd actually done, whom he'd

 9 checked, and who he thought was the more serious.

10 Q. Do you recollect that he had no shirt on?

11 A. Yes, he was -- yes, he was pretty -- if he had anything

12 on, it was pretty tatty. I remember he had a makeshift

13 bandage around his head as well.

14 Q. Do you recollect that he told you that he'd used his

15 shirt as a tourniquet to wrap around the legs of one of

16 the severely injured passengers?

17 A. That memory is a bit hazy.

18 Q. If you can't remember it, it's certainly in your witness

19 statement.

20 A. All right.

21 Q. In the course of tending, in particular, to G, but also

22 the other wounded in the carriage, do you have any

23 recollection of running out of medical equipment, either

24 analgesia or anything else that you were using, such as

25 IV lines or fluid packs?
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 1 A. No, we didn't run out of anything.

 2 Q. Do you ever recollect a time when there were an

 3 insufficient number of paramedics or emergency medical

 4 technicians to attend to the living casualties in the

 5 carriage?

 6 A. No, that's the -- there was just enough of everybody,

 7 you know, to get that -- the removal done. There was

 8 enough Fire Brigade down there to carry the patients

 9 out, there was enough LT staff helping us, you know,

10 doing the running up and down the stairs, and there was

11 enough paramedics to do the treating of the living.

12 Q. Do you recollect any of your colleagues having to leave

13 the carriage to go up to station level in order to get

14 more equipment?

15 A. I believe -- I think Chris Woofenden, he's the only one

16 that I can remember, he was out of breath quite a lot.

17 Q. Because he'd been running up and down?

18 A. He'd been doing a lot of running, yes.

19 Q. Do you recollect your colleague, Alan Wymer, running out

20 of equipment, dressing, drug packs and other medical

21 supplies, and having to go up with Mr Joshi to ground

22 level to get more equipment?

23 A. I don't, but I was mainly the other side of the hole.

24 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: You said that you'd put more

25 equipment in your ambulance.
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Did that mean that, when you left

 3 your ambulance, you took more equipment than you might

 4 otherwise have done down to the train?

 5 A. My memory is hazy, my Lady, of what I physically took

 6 down there, but the intention was to take -- you know,

 7 everything we took that was extra, that's got to go down

 8 to the train.

 9 MR KEITH: So you were helping at one end of the carriage,

10 you and Mr Hearsum were attending to G. Mr Woofenden

11 was down there. Jane Pitkin was down there?

12 A. Yes.

13 Q. Other of your colleagues may have been further down the

14 carriage, but you can't say whether they had to leave to

15 get more equipment or not?

16 A. That's right. I could hear them, but, you know --

17 Q. You don't know whether they were there consistently?

18 A. No.

19 Q. Was there an issue with lighting and a difficulty with

20 seeing what you were doing in the carriage?

21 A. It was pretty dark down there, but once your eyes

22 adjusted to the light, you was able to see, you know ...

23 Q. There is some evidence before my Lady to suggest that

24 the only lighting available to the paramedics was pen

25 torches, small torches with a -- small pens with a light
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 1 on the end which is normally used for examining retinal

 2 response.

 3 A. Correct, yes.

 4 Q. Was that what you were using?

 5 A. To look into the hole, I used it, to examine some of the

 6 deceased, but I remember some dim lighting on the tunnel

 7 wall. That's my recollection anyway.

 8 Q. Do you remember asking for more lighting to be brought

 9 down to enable you -- or to assist you in the provision

10 of medical care?

11 A. Yes, I remember there was a general feeling from the

12 other rescuers that we need more light.

13 Q. Did it ever come?

14 A. Not whilst we were in the carriage.

15 Q. Once you were outside the carriage, it was probably of

16 less help to you?

17 A. Yes. The first time I remember seeing some lights is on

18 actually leaving the undamaged train with a stretcher,

19 I remember at the foot of that train there were some

20 lights there.

21 Q. But no extra light in the bombed carriage itself?

22 A. Not while I was there.

23 Q. There was a process of removing the casualties from the

24 carriage, which no doubt took place over a period of

25 time and also took place a little later when everybody
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 1 had been assessed and when everybody had been

 2 stabilised.

 3 Do you recall there being a delay brought about by

 4 a lack of scoop stretchers or orthopaedic stretchers to

 5 remove passengers from the carriage?

 6 A. I don't remember any delays, no.

 7 Q. When it came to moving people out of the carriage, do

 8 you recall having to move, as you mentioned earlier, one

 9 or more of the deceased passengers in order to gain

10 access to the living wounded?

11 A. Yes, I do, yes.

12 Q. Was that B and C?

13 A. B and C and possibly E, possibly, but not much of

14 a movement. C and B were moved to the -- each corner of

15 double door D3.

16 Q. So away from between the seated areas, or what remained

17 of the seats, and towards the door in the standing area?

18 A. That's correct, yes.

19 Q. You left the carriage with patient A?

20 A. Yes.

21 Q. Did you go back once you'd taken him up to ground level?

22 A. Back to the --

23 Q. Back to the carriage?

24 A. No, I conveyed him to hospital with Jane Pitkin to

25 St Mary's.
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 1 Q. Do you recollect, when you left, whether you were among

 2 the last of the paramedics to leave and amongst the last

 3 of the living casualties, or was the removal of A

 4 a removal that took place at the beginning of the

 5 process of removing the casualties?

 6 A. Because I remember there was an issue with the double

 7 door 5, I think we had to get open, to get that patient

 8 off. My recollection is that, once we had an egress

 9 point to get the stretchers away from the bombed

10 carriage, that pretty much it was one after another, but

11 it may well be that I was one of the first of the

12 stretcher cases.

13 Q. Do you recall the police and members of the Fire Brigade

14 as well as the London Ambulance staff helping you to

15 remove A from the carriage?

16 A. Yes, we had to pass the casualty from one train to the

17 unaffected train, and then off at the back end of the

18 train.

19 Q. On your way out of the tunnel, that is to say at the

20 front of the eastbound train, do you recollect seeing

21 the body of a lady lying on the track?

22 A. I do, yes.

23 Q. We know from other evidence, Mr Meyer, that she was

24 plainly dead, but I want to ask you, do you recollect

25 whether, when you passed her, she had been covered with
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 1 anything?

 2 A. She hadn't been covered.

 3 Q. She hadn't?

 4 A. No.

 5 Q. You then, I think, went to St Mary's Hospital with

 6 patient A and Jane Pitkin, your colleague, is that

 7 right?

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Then, having handed the patient over, did you go back to

10 Edgware Road and then assist in the process of looking

11 after the less seriously wounded who were being triaged

12 in the Marks & Spencers?

13 A. That's correct.

14 Q. I think you then went back to St Mary's again with

15 another patient and then back to Edgware Road and you

16 were tasked with going to Russell Square?

17 A. That's correct. There was actually five patients on the

18 second run.

19 Q. You took five patients on your second run?

20 A. Yes, they were able to walk, so we took five, and then

21 we went to Russell Square.

22 MR KEITH: Mr Meyer, thank you very much. Those are all the

23 questions that I have for you, but there may be some

24 further questions from my colleagues.

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?
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 1 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

 2 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Meyer, I just have a short number of

 3 questions on behalf of a number of the bereaved

 4 families.

 5 We know from evidence you've been taken to by

 6 Mr Keith that your arrival time was about 9.24 am. Do

 7 you recall, on arrival at the station, whether there

 8 were any other emergency vehicles there?

 9 A. I remember one other ambulance and a fire truck.

10 Q. Do you remember another vehicle arriving at around the

11 same time as you?

12 A. I remember more colleagues joining us, but actually

13 physically seeing their ambulances arrive, no.

14 Q. When you arrived at the station, you've described for us

15 today how you saw walking wounded --

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. -- when you arrived into the foyer. In the statement

18 that you gave in November 2005, so five years ago and

19 four months after the bomb, you described what you saw

20 as follows. You said:

21 "We entered the foyer of the Tube station to see

22 both ways flanked by people. The majority of these were

23 injured with blackened faces and burns. Others were

24 tending to those that were injured."

25 Do you recall who you were referring to when you

24

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 said "others were tending to those that were injured" in

 2 the foyer?

 3 A. That would have been London Underground staff.

 4 Q. Do you recall seeing any police officers tending to

 5 them?

 6 A. I can't recall.

 7 Q. Both in your statement and today, you've suggested that

 8 you continued to platform level very quickly. You've

 9 said you may have, very briefly -- very, very briefly is

10 what you said earlier -- dealt with the walking wounded,

11 and then you described that you and Chris Woofenden may

12 have, for a matter of one or two seconds, dealt with

13 them, but then you and Mr Hearsum go straight down to

14 the platform. Is that right?

15 A. That's correct.

16 Q. You go down with Mr Hearsum?

17 A. I went down with Mr Hearsum.

18 Q. It's just that Mr Hearsum in his statement says --

19 my Lady, the reference is INQ7989-2 -- he says:

20 "I was then directed towards the tunnel by

21 Underground staff. At this time, I was on my own, as

22 Andy Meyer had remained up top. He joined me on the

23 train later."

24 A. Yes, I mean, we're talking -- I was 20 yards behind him.

25 Q. So a very slight delay between the two of you?
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. We heard from Mr Woofenden yesterday, Chris Woofenden,

 3 whom you've referred to, and he says -- he said

 4 yesterday and in his statement that, when he arrived at

 5 the station, he was given directions by you to deal with

 6 the walking wounded at station level. Do you recall

 7 giving him directions about how to deal with the walking

 8 wounded?

 9 A. No, I don't.

10 Q. He also described what sounds like not necessarily

11 a very long time, but longer than the one or two seconds

12 you've referred to today. He described getting

13 directions from you, starting to triage, assess the

14 walking wounded, directing police officers, who he

15 remembers being there, about how to place burns

16 dressings, and starting to deal with one or two

17 casualties directly. He described all of those things

18 happening before Mr Swan arrives on the scene. So that

19 suggests it's a slightly longer time than the one or two

20 seconds you've referred to.

21 A. I wasn't with him for -- no longer than a few seconds.

22 It was in the corridor, straight to the foyer. If Chris

23 hung around -- I don't remember Chris coming down to the

24 train with me. He might have followed down some time

25 later.
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 1 Q. So Mr Hearsum goes first. You go next --

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. -- after a slight delay?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. Then there's a further delay -- you don't know how

 6 long -- before Chris Woofenden follows you down?

 7 A. That's correct, yes.

 8 Q. But you're certain you're in the foyer when you have

 9 this conversation with Mr Swan that you've referred to?

10 A. That was more or less as we passed each other on the

11 stairs.

12 Q. Could we have [INQ8571-2] on the screen? You've been

13 taken to this in some detail earlier, so I just have

14 some short questions on it.

15 Firstly, the man at position D, who we now know to

16 be Stan or Michael Brewster, you've described him being

17 about halfway between the floor of the train and the

18 track. Could you just help us a little more with this?

19 We've heard evidence from other witnesses who

20 describe that, at the time when he dies, he's been

21 placed carefully on the track, so he's no longer halfway

22 between the train and the track, he's instead been

23 placed carefully down there. So when you say he's about

24 halfway between the floor of the train and the track,

25 could you just help us a little more on what you mean by
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 1 that?

 2 A. Well, if you can imagine a train floor with a 6-feet

 3 wide crater, and what would have been in the crater is

 4 now just concave down towards the track, he was lying in

 5 amongst that, arms and legs spread. I'm not sure what

 6 the distance is between floor and track level, but he

 7 certainly wasn't lying flat on the track. He was still,

 8 you know -- he was still trapped inside the debris.

 9 Q. So he's in that mangled debris that's going downwards

10 towards the track?

11 A. Going down towards the track, yes.

12 Q. Thank you. You were asked about gentlemen B and C, who

13 we can see on the graph there, and you very

14 understandably, Mr Meyer, couldn't distinguish between

15 them. You did remember that one or the other was

16 15 years' older, but you couldn't remember, very

17 understandably, which one was which.

18 Could I ask you this: in your statement you

19 described man B -- my Lady, the reference in his

20 statement is page 3 -- you describe man B as follows.

21 You said:

22 "The man at B was face down. I think he wore a dark

23 suit. He looked to be quite large and over 6 feet

24 tall."

25 You then said:
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 1 "This man had visible head injuries."

 2 Does that trigger your memory at all?

 3 A. He was -- I remember him being quite a large gentleman

 4 because, when we did have to move him to get the other

 5 patients off, it was quite difficult. So that's where

 6 my memory is from his size, that he was quite difficult

 7 to move out of the way.

 8 Q. Would it be fair to say that, as well as there being

 9 this difference of age, about 15 years between the two

10 men, although you can't say which round it was, there

11 was also a difference in build between the two men?

12 A. There could be. I know one was a lot harder to move

13 than the other.

14 Q. From that reference I've given you from your statement

15 describing man B as quite large, you make no such

16 reference to man C. Would it be fair to say, from what

17 you can remember now and with that assistance from your

18 statement, that it is man B who was the more heavy-set

19 man or the man who was more difficult to move?

20 A. I can't honestly be sure, but it was one of them two, B

21 or C.

22 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Meyer, I've nothing further, thank you

23 very much.

24 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders?

25 Questions by MR SAUNDERS
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 1 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Meyer, the position is this: that partly

 2 because of the number of calls that came in to your

 3 station, the fact that no major incident had by that

 4 stage been called, it was appreciated that this was

 5 a very serious situation developing.

 6 A. Yes.

 7 Q. I think her Ladyship is going to hear a statement read

 8 later today from Jane Pitkin, who was one of the team

 9 leaders, that she and, you said, yourself collected

10 additional equipment --

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. -- in order to have more than would be normal on the

13 ambulance?

14 A. That's correct.

15 Q. What would be the normal amount of burns dressings that

16 an ambulance would carry?

17 A. Probably enough for two very seriously burned people.

18 I hazard a guess. It comes in, like, a box about this

19 big, and there's various sizes of burns dressings, right

20 down from a hand size, right down to a full torso.

21 Q. So there would normally be two lots, but what you had

22 done is to take more than that?

23 A. Exactly.

24 Q. How many more? I appreciate it's a long time ago now,

25 Mr Meyer, but about how many more would you have been
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 1 taking with Ms Pitkin for your ambulance?

 2 A. Possibly two boxes and painkillers as well, which come

 3 in a satchel, a yellow satchel.

 4 Q. You're showing us a size of --

 5 A. It's about that size, it's a drug pack, and it contains

 6 all the drugs. We actually had to break in to the drug

 7 locker so we could gain access to more painkillers.

 8 Q. At St John's Wood?

 9 A. At St John's Wood, yes.

10 Q. Right. How many people would that cover as it were,

11 that size of drugs --

12 A. Probably between five and ten people.

13 Q. How many additionals were you taking with you?

14 A. I can remember at least four yellow drug packs came with

15 us.

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, is that five to ten people per

17 pack?

18 A. I believe so, yes.

19 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.

20 MR SAUNDERS: So how many would you normally have carried on

21 your ambulance?

22 A. One drug pack per vehicle.

23 Q. So you take an extra four or five, and I think Mr Keith,

24 the gentleman who asked you questions first of all,

25 pointed out that you said in the statement:
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 1 "We put further supplies of equipment into the

 2 ambulances."

 3 By the time that you were leaving, was it apparent

 4 to others at St John's Wood that more were going to be

 5 called on?

 6 A. We took that phone call and it was grab Jane, straight

 7 to the stores, into the vehicle and go. I didn't see

 8 any other members of staff.

 9 Q. So you've dealt with burns. You've now told us a bit

10 more about the drugs packs.

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. What other additional equipment were you taking?

13 A. Fluids and giving sets.

14 Q. Fluids being --

15 A. The saline.

16 Q. -- the saline?

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Any other fluids?

19 A. No.

20 Q. How many would you normally have carried?

21 A. You could have any number, some ambulances, you know,

22 are overstocked and some have got what you -- you know,

23 three or four.

24 Q. What would a normal stock be?

25 A. Three or four bags of fluids in the cupboards.
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 1 Q. Can you remember now how many more additional you were

 2 taking?

 3 A. I just remember throwing everything into a box. I would

 4 be guessing how many extra we took, but we had enough,

 5 thankfully.

 6 Q. Was there any other additional equipment you can now

 7 recall putting on to your ambulance?

 8 A. No.

 9 Q. Her Ladyship asked you -- or I think it was her Ladyship

10 asked you whether -- or somebody asked whether you

11 remember Mr Woofenden having to go upstairs, and I think

12 you said, yes. I think it's also right that Jane Pitkin

13 had to go back for some of the extra supplies as well.

14 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, just before you go down that

15 path, Mr Saunders, the transcript's got:

16 "Question: What other additional equipment were you

17 taking?

18 "Answer: Fluids and gidding sets." [draft

19 transcript].

20 A. Sorry, giving sets. The giving set is the tube in

21 between the fluid and the patient.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: So it's the means of administering

23 the fluids?

24 A. Absolutely.

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.
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 1 MR SAUNDERS: Thank you, my Lady.

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, I thought we needed to check,

 3 otherwise the transcriber wouldn't know what --

 4 MR SAUNDERS: Quite right. We're going to hear that

 5 Jane Pitkin also had to go back topside to get

 6 additional supplies?

 7 A. Right.

 8 Q. When you went down, how much equipment were you

 9 carrying?

10 A. That, my memory is hazy on, on what I was actually

11 carrying.

12 Q. You had your bag?

13 A. I know I had -- I ended up on the train with drug packs,

14 you know, I was setting them up, so I must have took two

15 of them down. But they're the only things I can

16 definitely say for sure that I took down. But other

17 equipment, I can't be sure.

18 Q. I think you also recall that at some point you passed to

19 Jane Pitkin on the train some additional supplies.

20 A. When she was -- when she cannulated her patients, she

21 needed some painkillers and that's what I drew up and

22 handed to her so she could administer it.

23 Q. Can I then ask you about the two young ladies that

24 I represent their families? You've referred to the one

25 being at position E, so that's on the carriage, do you
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 1 see position E?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. It's double door D1. Now, you've very helpfully told

 4 us, Mr Meyer, that you have a recollection that -- and

 5 this is Laura Webb -- she may have been moved in order

 6 to afford egress, because we know you were dealing with

 7 other patients who had to be removed.

 8 Her Ladyship has already heard evidence that Laura

 9 was probably more into the doorway of D1 with her head

10 towards the door and her legs coming across towards D2.

11 From what you've been able to tell us, it sounds,

12 doesn't it, as if she may have been in that position and

13 then moved slightly in order to allow passage through?

14 A. Yes.

15 Q. That's your recollection, is it?

16 A. It is.

17 Q. All right, thank you for that, Mr Meyer. Can I just

18 ask: we've heard evidence and are going to hear more

19 evidence about the tags or labels that are placed on

20 various of the bodies, and its sense I think is obvious,

21 but if a label is put on that somebody is dead, it must

22 have been done by somebody qualified such as yourself?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. The fact that a passenger may have first aid experience

25 wouldn't qualify because there are certain things you
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 1 must go through, in order, as far as you with your

 2 qualifications are concerned, is able to say life is

 3 extinct in this particular body, yes?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. The difficulty is, if a tag or label is not put on and

 6 you were the next ambulance, paramedic, technician,

 7 doctor, HEMS, whatever it is, if you don't see that,

 8 presumably you stop to check that person. Is that

 9 right?

10 A. Yes, I mean, in a more spread-out major incident, yes,

11 definitely. I think we was in such an enclosed space we

12 could virtually hand signal to each other.

13 Q. So if you see somebody from St John's Wood that you

14 know, Chris Woofenden, you say, "Chris, I've already

15 checked those bodies" --

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. -- "I'm afraid life is extinct". So the progression

18 moves to those who can have some assistance rendered at

19 that stage?

20 A. Yes, there was a -- you know, everybody was checked and

21 the minute we checked what we knew as everyone that was

22 there, we made ourselves aware, like messages were

23 passed, you know.

24 Q. The fact that there were problems with communications

25 and handsets doesn't matter in this closed environment,
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 1 I think is what you're saying.

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. That you're able to communicate one to the other.

 4 A. Everybody in the carriage knew how many casualties

 5 needed to be removed and who couldn't be removed.

 6 Q. Mr Meyer, please don't think my next question of you is

 7 critical. All right?

 8 You said to Mr Keith, when he was asking you, that

 9 you don't recall putting any labels or tags on

10 immediately, but you may have done later.

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. Do you have a recollection of doing that?

13 A. I don't actually have a recollection, no. But it's not

14 a memory that you'd probably want to keep, so ...

15 Q. Of course. We understand that, Mr Meyer. Because when

16 it comes to coming off the train, you've described the

17 lady we know as Jenny Nicholson.

18 A. Right.

19 Q. She's between the two tracks in what London Underground

20 call the six-foot gap.

21 A. Right.

22 Q. But you've described her at the back of the second

23 train, yes?

24 A. Yes.

25 Q. You didn't think she was covered, but can I ask you
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 1 this: you have Jenny lying on her back.

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. Had Mr Ward passed through before you -- do you know

 4 Lawrence Ward?

 5 A. Larry Ward?

 6 Q. Larry Ward.

 7 A. Yes, I know, he was an ex-colleague, yes.

 8 Q. Right. Do you remember ever seeing Jenny, as it were,

 9 on her front?

10 A. No, I don't, no.

11 Q. When you see her, does she have a label that you can

12 remember?

13 A. No.

14 Q. No, she didn't or, no, you can't remember?

15 A. No, I can't remember.

16 Q. Right. So it may be that Jenny's body has been turned

17 at some point because we've heard various descriptions

18 of her being covered --

19 A. Right.

20 Q. -- and we know from Mr Potter, from British Transport

21 Police, who gave evidence yesterday that when he sees

22 Jenny's body, she does have a label appended to it. But

23 you don't remember seeing that?

24 A. No, I don't.

25 MR SAUNDERS: All right. Yes, thank you very much,
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 1 Mr Meyer.

 2 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Meyer?

 3 Ms Simcock?

 4 Questions by MS SIMCOCK

 5 MS SIMCOCK: Thank you, my Lady. Just one. Mr Meyer, your

 6 statement records that, in 2005, you were an EMT4.

 7 We've heard about an EMT3. Is an EMT4 a higher grade

 8 than an EMT3?

 9 A. Yes, just slightly, yes.

10 Q. So does that mean that you're more qualified than an

11 EMT3 but less so than a paramedic?

12 A. That's correct.

13 Q. What is the difference between the two?

14 A. Between the 3 and the 4 or --

15 Q. Yes.

16 A. Between the 3 and the 4 there's certain airway -- we can

17 put, like, an LMA into someone's throat to aid their

18 breathing, a couple of other procedures.

19 Q. Sorry, an LMA is?

20 A. It's an airway that opens up the airway so you can give,

21 you know, respirations with an Ambu bag.

22 Q. So you're able to do more interventions than an EMT3.

23 What aren't you able to do that a paramedic is?

24 A. Actually cannulate a patient and intubate a patient,

25 which is a tube that goes right down to the throat, and,
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 1 obviously, giving drugs.

 2 MS SIMCOCK: Thank you very much.

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Are there any other questions for

 4 Mr Meyer?

 5 Mr Meyer, can you take me back to when you got the

 6 call and you realised this was something, sadly, big, so

 7 you decide to go and raid the stores, how easy is it, in

 8 those circumstances, for a paramedic or a technician to

 9 get access to the kind of equipment you fear you might

10 need?

11 A. Oh, very easy. Obviously, the controlled drugs have to

12 be behind the locked door, so that was why it was broken

13 into in a rush. The keys could have been accessed, but

14 we was just rushing. So we pulled the cabinet door

15 open. But as far as all the other equipment that's

16 available to us, very accessible.

17 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: I think those are all the questions

18 I have.

19 Thank you very much, Mr Meyer, I'm sorry we had to

20 ask you to relive what are horrid memories and thank you

21 for all did you to try to help those desperately injured

22 people.

23 A. Thank you, my Lady.

24 MR KEITH: Thank you. My Lady, may I invite you to call

25 Alasdair Hearsum?

40

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 MR ALASDAIR JOHN HEARSUM (affirmed)

 2 Questions by MR KEITH

 3 MR KEITH: Good morning. Could you give the court your full

 4 name, please?

 5 A. My name is Alasdair John Hearsum.

 6 Q. Mr Hearsum, we know from your witness statement that,

 7 in July of 2005, you were carrying out the duties of

 8 a paramedic.

 9 A. That's correct.

10 Q. So you were a paramedic as opposed to an emergency

11 medical technician?

12 A. Yes, that's right.

13 Q. You were working from St John's Wood ambulance station,

14 and, as we've just heard from Mr Meyer, you were

15 colleagues working on the same ambulance?

16 A. Yes, that's correct.

17 Q. Your call sign was E215, and you describe in your

18 statement how a phone call was received at the station

19 which led to you being mobilised to attend Edgware Road.

20 A. Yes, I remember that.

21 Q. Your statement, in fact, says that Phil Buck, one of

22 your colleagues, took the phone call, but we've just

23 heard from Mr Meyer that he took the phone call.

24 Might that be right?

25 A. I think that may be an error on my part regarding
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 1 Phil Buck.

 2 Q. Because he was in another ambulance --

 3 A. That's right.

 4 Q. -- of course, with Alan Chandler, E202?

 5 A. Yes, and I believe they were activated from elsewhere.

 6 Q. They were activated also a bit before you, at 09.16, you

 7 were activated at 09.18.

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Do you recall Mr Meyer's -- we've just heard Mr Meyer

10 describe your attempts to -- well, your successful

11 attempt to break into the medicine cupboard and get

12 further equipment for the ambulance. Do you remember

13 that?

14 A. Yes, I do.

15 Q. I trust no one was disciplined for breaking into the

16 cupboard?

17 A. Well, not until now.

18 Q. You were able to gather up a considerable amount of

19 extra equipment. Why did you think it was necessary?

20 A. The reports that we received through the phone call

21 indicated that something out of the ordinary had

22 occurred at Edgware Road. I believe we were told there

23 was a power surge and they thought it was possibly an

24 explosion, but they weren't sure.

25 We were told that one of our other crews had arrived
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 1 on scene, which led us to believe that there was

 2 something, you know, rather larger than usual occurring

 3 at Edgware Road.

 4 Q. The burn packs are obviously going to be useful in the

 5 event of any kind of explosion or burns caused by

 6 a power surge, if that is what it was?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Was there anything about the message that you received,

 9 or the information, to suggest that you were going to be

10 dealing with a large number of casualties, or was it the

11 fact that the location was a Tube station gave a hint to

12 that effect?

13 A. Yes, I think the time of day, the description of an

14 explosion or -- and/or a power surge, you know, it's

15 fairly intuitive that there was potential for large

16 numbers of casualties.

17 Q. Are paramedics and emergency medical technicians crewed

18 on an ambulance ordinarily permitted to decide for

19 themselves how much extra equipment, if any, they need

20 before attending a scene?

21 A. I think one is permitted to use their judgment in these

22 instances.

23 Of course, in the majority of occasions, an

24 ambulance is not activated from a station. We're

25 usually out and about, so the opportunity is not there,
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 1 but as the opportunity did present itself, we were

 2 inclined to take the initiative.

 3 Q. Putting it another way, when you receive a call-out,

 4 you're not generally told what sort of equipment you can

 5 take with you. There's a standard set of equipment in

 6 the ambulance, but you can operate your own judgment as

 7 to whether anything else in addition is needed?

 8 A. Yes, that's correct.

 9 Q. We know from the paperwork that you were dispatched at

10 09.18 and you arrived at 09.24.08, as we've heard from

11 Mr Meyer, but you record in your statement how, when you

12 arrived, there were already two ambulances there.

13 Do you happen to know which of your colleagues was

14 already there? Was it Baker and Mars?

15 A. Yes, I remember Baker and Mars were there. We knew,

16 because we were updated on the radio en route to the

17 call that -- and we were given their call sign and told

18 that they were there, and from our conversation earlier

19 on at the station earlier in the day, we knew who was

20 crewing that call sign on the day, so we knew they were

21 there, and there was a second ambulance that I remember

22 being there, which I now know to be Phil Buck and

23 Alan Chandler.

24 Q. That's E202. Take it from me. So those are the two

25 ambulances that you recall being there?
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. You now know subsequently that the second one was crewed

 3 by Phil Buck and Alan Chandler?

 4 A. That's correct.

 5 Q. Were there also fire appliances there, do you recall?

 6 A. Yes, I remember one fire appliance when we arrived.

 7 Q. For my Lady's note, the first fire appliance arrived at

 8 09.18 and the second at 09.23. So if there was one

 9 there, that would seem to accord with you arriving at

10 about 09.24, which is just before the second fire

11 appliance arrived.

12 A. Okay.

13 Q. We've heard evidence, of course, of the state of the

14 passengers leaving the station. Did you attend to

15 anybody at ground level?

16 A. Nobody at all, no.

17 Q. Why was that?

18 A. Seeing a number of walking wounded who were emerging

19 from the Tube station, also being sat down around the

20 walls of the ticket hall by London Transport staff, it

21 indicated to me that there was potential for

22 a serious -- a large number of seriously ill or more

23 seriously injured people elsewhere from the source of

24 where these people had come from, so I made the decision

25 that they had managed to walk up so they could possibly
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 1 wait for some treatment.

 2 Q. That was a decision that you made on your own account?

 3 It didn't require somebody in command, a Bronze medic or

 4 the like, to tell to you do it, that was immediately

 5 apparent to you?

 6 A. Yes, that's correct.

 7 Q. I think you were taken downstairs by London Underground

 8 staff. Did you recollect Mr Meyer being behind you?

 9 A. Yes, I was aware that he was behind me.

10 Q. You say in your statement that he remained up top and

11 that he joined you on the train later, but do we take it

12 that, in fact, he was only momentarily behind you?

13 A. Yes, he was very close behind me, because when it

14 actually came to boarding the train, he was directly

15 behind me as we climbed into the train itself.

16 Q. Do you recollect, when you went down, whether any

17 firefighters you may have seen at the ground level went

18 down with you or in front of you or just behind you?

19 A. Not that I can recall, no.

20 Q. Do you recollect any firefighters being on the train as

21 you moved through it towards the bombed carriage?

22 A. Not initially, no.

23 Q. So if I were to suggest to you that, when you went down

24 there about half past, or perhaps two or three minutes

25 after arriving, 09.26 or 09.27, you went down in advance
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 1 of the Fire Brigade, would that seem to you to be about

 2 right?

 3 A. That sounds right, although I didn't -- I wasn't aware

 4 that they were there. I knew -- I saw firefighters as

 5 I went into the Tube station itself, into the ticket

 6 hall, but none actually down by the carriage.

 7 Q. None went down with you?

 8 A. No.

 9 Q. I needn't trouble you with the evidence about the

10 condition in the tunnel, because we've heard a great

11 deal of evidence about the lighting and the general

12 state of the tunnel, and we know from Mr Meyer that when

13 you approached the left-hand train, that's to say the

14 westbound, the bombed train, you saw your colleagues,

15 Graeme Baker and Nick Mars, treating a man we know to be

16 Danny Biddle in the gap between the carriage and the

17 tunnel wall.

18 A. That's correct.

19 Q. Can you confirm what Mr Meyer has told us, which is that

20 they told you that there were more severely injured

21 passengers on the train itself?

22 A. I don't recall them actually saying that, but -- to

23 myself personally.

24 Q. It's certainly in your statement.

25 A. Right.
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 1 Q. You can take it from me that you recollected it nearer

 2 the time.

 3 A. I don't recall it today.

 4 Q. When you went into the bombed carriage, was there any

 5 agreed division of responsibility between yourself and

 6 Mr Meyer or Mr Ward, Lawrence Ward, who was an emergency

 7 medical technician who was also there, as to who was

 8 going to look after whom? Who was going to do the

 9 triage? Who would apply emergency aid? Who would

10 actually cannulate? Who would hold the drips and so on?

11 A. No --

12 Q. Did you just go in en masse?

13 A. We just went in, to be frank with you. We didn't have

14 a formal conversation as to who was to take that role at

15 that point in time. There were still a number of

16 casualties in the train as we walked through, and so we

17 were very, very briefly having a very -- casting a quick

18 eye over them and trying to encourage them to walk

19 themselves out of the train with the assistance of the

20 London Transport staff. But, no, we didn't have

21 a formal discussion as to who would take particular

22 roles.

23 Q. We know from evidence relating to the attendance of

24 London Ambulance Service personnel at Aldgate that there

25 was a formal assignment of a role to a Bronze medic to
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 1 triage?

 2 A. Yes.

 3 Q. They were quite distinct in their recollection that one

 4 person would triage but would most definitely not take

 5 part in applying first aid to the wounded.

 6 Was that something that you would have normally

 7 expected to do, but was dispensed with because of the

 8 demands in the emergency that presented itself, or was

 9 it just not necessary because of the close quarters in

10 which you found yourself?

11 A. The proximity of my colleagues was one factor,

12 certainly, and at that point, there didn't appear to be

13 an absolute necessity to do that, because I was aware

14 that I had colleagues behind me coming down and that

15 further ambulance resources were on the way, and so at

16 that point in time, we didn't feel the need to formally

17 designate that role.

18 Q. Was it something that was actually discussed or it just

19 happened?

20 A. It wasn't discussed, no.

21 Q. We have a copy of a plan of the second carriage that you

22 marked kindly for the Metropolitan Police, [INQ8572-2].

23 You approached from the right-hand side the third

24 carriage?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. The front of the train is towards the left. As you

 2 approached from the right-hand side, do you recall that

 3 there were a number of walking wounded in the first part

 4 of the carriage?

 5 A. Yes, I do remember that.

 6 Q. What happened to them?

 7 A. As we walked through, we looked at them very, very

 8 briefly, just to check that they were physically able to

 9 walk, and then encouraged them to walk with the

10 London Transport staff out of the right-hand doors of

11 the train and on to the -- into the ticket hall.

12 Q. One of them was, I think, a -- said he was a university

13 Professor?

14 A. That's right, yes.

15 Q. That is a man we know to be Professor Tulloch. Do you

16 recollect whether they left at that stage or whether,

17 having been told to leave, they stayed for a bit longer?

18 A. I remember Professor Tulloch was sat down when I walked

19 into the carriage that had been bombed. We did have to

20 encourage him to walk out, but he did walk out fairly

21 quickly, as I remember.

22 Q. Do you recollect that he was being attended to by

23 a passenger from the other train?

24 A. I don't remember that, no.

25 Q. Were there other people around?
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 1 A. There were other people in the carriage, yes.

 2 Q. Do you recollect members of the police or the

 3 London Underground network outside the train?

 4 A. Yes, I remember a number of London Underground staff who

 5 appeared in the doorways.

 6 Q. Between the two trains or between the train and the

 7 tunnel wall?

 8 A. Between the two trains, as I remember it.

 9 Q. What were they trying to do?

10 A. They were just trying to supply us with information as

11 to what had happened and also to try to assist some of

12 the walking wounded off the train.

13 Q. At that stage, had the double doors been opened to allow

14 casualties to be taken out of the carriage, other than,

15 of course, the two that had been blown open?

16 A. I don't recall that actually taking place at that point.

17 I remember that double doors D3 and D4 were open as

18 a result of the explosion, but I don't remember anything

19 about the other double doors.

20 Q. Did you then start to move down the carriage?

21 A. Yes, that's right.

22 Q. Addressing each of the people whom you've marked on the

23 plan in turn, I, do you recollect anything of that

24 person whom you describe as a priority 1 casualty?

25 A. I believe he was a male who was complaining of some
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 1 shortness of breath and some chest pain, but my

 2 recollection of him is fairly vague at this point.

 3 Q. Do you recollect what happened to him?

 4 A. I believe others of my colleagues, as they came in the

 5 train behind me, looked after his care and we progressed

 6 through the train once we'd had a very quick look at

 7 him.

 8 Q. When you refer to your colleagues, do you recollect the

 9 order in which you entered the carriage? Were you

10 first?

11 A. As I remember, yes, I was first.

12 Q. With Mr Meyer very close behind you?

13 A. That's correct.

14 Q. Do you remember Mr Woofenden?

15 A. Yes, I believe he was behind Mr Meyer.

16 Q. What about Lawrence Ward, NW, the fast response 45?

17 A. He was certainly there in the early stages, but I don't

18 remember how he -- or at what point he entered the

19 train.

20 Q. Jane Pitkin?

21 A. Yes, she had stayed in the ticket hall and we'd lost

22 sight of her as we went down to the -- approached the

23 train.

24 Q. But we know that she joined you later?

25 A. She joined us later, yes.

52

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. Messrs Mars and Baker were with Mr Biddle next to the

 2 tunnel wall at the end of the train?

 3 A. Yes, that's correct.

 4 Q. Finally, do you recall whether Messrs Buck and Chandler

 5 and Messrs Joshi and Wymer were there in the first

 6 entrance into the second carriage?

 7 A. I believe Mr Joshi and Mr Wymer were close behind us.

 8 I saw Mr Buck and Mr Chandler later on, a few minutes

 9 later on, but certainly Mr Joshi and Mr Wymer were close

10 behind us.

11 Q. So it sounds as if, if you would confirm this is right,

12 that quite a number of you, a group of you, went in at

13 the same time: you, Mr Woofenden, Mr Meyer, Mr Joshi,

14 Mr Wymer, and then, later, but only a few minutes later,

15 the rest of you?

16 A. Yes, within a minute or two of each other.

17 Q. Turning to the person at location A, do you recollect

18 anything of that male?

19 A. I remember he was a man, I think approximately 40 years'

20 old, who had got quite an extensive leg injury. He was

21 lying on the floor, as I remember it, on his back.

22 Q. Was he being looked after by anybody? Might he have

23 been attended by a passenger?

24 A. Quite possibly, but I don't have a specific memory of

25 that, no.
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 1 Q. Were you able to assess him as a priority 1?

 2 A. At this point, I don't remember what priority we gave to

 3 him, but he was certainly quite seriously injured.

 4 Q. If he had been so severely injured that he required

 5 immediate attention then and there, would you have

 6 paused to provide such attention, or were you still

 7 determined to proceed in a course of triaging everybody

 8 in the carriage as quickly as you could?

 9 A. Yes, I didn't stop to provide -- or we didn't stop to

10 provide any immediate care at that point. We had -- we

11 were aware that there were other people, both on the

12 approach to the bomb crater and beyond it, who we needed

13 to assess to determine what we were actually dealing

14 with. So at that point, no, we didn't administer any

15 aid other than a very brief assessment.

16 Q. B. At B, was there a male lying face down whom you

17 checked for signs of life?

18 A. Yes, that's correct.

19 Q. What did you find?

20 A. The gentleman had no carotid pulse, no signs of life,

21 was making no respiratory effort and he was quite

22 apparently dead.

23 Q. As we've heard from Mr Meyer, was Mr Meyer there when

24 you carried out that check?

25 A. Yes, he was, yes.
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 1 Q. Now, at C, you've marked the location of a person whom

 2 you describe in your witness statement as a lady lying

 3 on her back, who again had no signs of life and was

 4 dead. Is it possible that, in fact, that person was

 5 a male?

 6 A. It is possible, yes. When the Metropolitan Police asked

 7 to us mark the location of the bodies on this plan,

 8 obviously the bombsite, the crater, was not marked on

 9 the plan, so it's possible that C and possibly D could

10 have been further to the left of the carriage with that

11 being the case.

12 Q. We know from other evidence, Mr Hearsum, that there were

13 two deceased passengers in the location of, broadly, the

14 double door area D3.

15 A. Yes.

16 Q. And in the vicinity of double door D1, two further

17 passengers, one male, one female.

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. It doesn't seem likely that the young lady who was

20 deceased was in the area of double doors D3, but there

21 were two male bodies in that area, so there are two

22 possibilities. Either there was a young lady further

23 down towards D1 or there were two males near D3, but not

24 both.

25 A. Yes, the young lady I remember quite distinctly was on
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 1 the far side, so the left side of the bomb crater.

 2 Q. Right.

 3 A. Of that I can be clear.

 4 Q. Is that the person whom you described as C?

 5 A. I believe so.

 6 Q. So, in fact, we should move C down towards D1?

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. Right. Did you check that young lady?

 9 A. Yes, my colleague, Mr Meyer, was -- had already begun

10 checking her, and she appeared almost completely

11 uninjured. Although it was dark, there didn't appear to

12 be any gross injuries to the young lady, and we took

13 some time checking that she was -- she had no pulse

14 because she didn't appear to be particularly injured.

15 Q. But it was absolutely plain --

16 A. Yes.

17 Q. -- that there was no pulse?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Near the same area -- so she was down towards D1, but

20 coming back towards the crater, do you recollect male D

21 inside the crater itself?

22 A. Yes.

23 Q. Did you check him for signs of life?

24 A. No, from the carriage level, it was very, very difficult

25 to reach the gentleman marked as D.
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 1 Q. Because he was further down on the track?

 2 A. Yes, I don't specifically recall him being on the track,

 3 but he was below the level of the train floor and it was

 4 difficult to reach him because of his -- because of the

 5 distance he was from the floor level.

 6 Q. In your statement, you describe him as obviously dead.

 7 A. Yes.

 8 Q. So may you please just confirm that there was nothing

 9 about him, in terms of signs of life, to indicate that

10 he was, indeed, alive?

11 A. No, nothing at all. As my colleague has said, his eyes

12 were open, he had a moribund appearance, there was no

13 respiratory effort and, from my experience, the

14 gentleman was clearly dead.

15 Q. You've also recorded on the plan a person located at

16 point H. Your statement makes no reference to a person

17 at H.

18 A. Right.

19 Q. It does make reference to a man being close to double

20 doors D4 who was obviously dead with extensive injuries.

21 May we take it that that is H?

22 A. Yes, I believe so.

23 Q. Did you check H for signs of life?

24 A. Yes, we rolled the gentlemen at H over, because he was

25 lying prone on the floor, and checked for a carotid
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 1 pulse and for signs of life and we found none.

 2 Q. When you say "we", do you mean, again, yourself and

 3 Mr Meyer?

 4 A. Yes, sorry.

 5 Q. Towards the end of the carriage, you've made reference

 6 to G, who was a white male with chest and leg injuries,

 7 who we know to be Matt Childs, Matthew Childs, but

 8 you've also marked E and F as two American sisters.

 9 A. Yes.

10 Q. Her Ladyship has heard a great deal of evidence to

11 suggest that E and F, the two American girls, were

12 actually located on seats 9 and 10, on the other side of

13 the carriage, and towards the rear.

14 Again, did you encounter some difficulties in

15 marking up the plan when you were asked to do so by

16 the Met Police?

17 A. Yes, I now know there were two sets of two ladies in the

18 carriage. The two ladies that I dealt with were

19 definitely on the far side of the bomb crater.

20 Q. Might they have been right at the end of the carriage?

21 A. Yes, quite possibly near G, because --

22 Q. Near 32 and 31?

23 A. Yes, that's right.

24 Q. Do you recollect whether they were injured?

25 A. Yes, both had leg injuries and I believe one of the
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 1 women had some shortness of breath.

 2 Q. Kathy Lazenbatt perhaps?

 3 A. I'm not aware of the lady's name.

 4 Q. You've told us about C, therefore, being a young lady

 5 who you think was in fact near double door D1. Do you

 6 recollect any other bodies being in the vicinity of the

 7 double doors D1 to D2, that's to say right at the end of

 8 the carriage?

 9 A. Not at this point, no.

10 Q. Who did you cannulate? Because we know from your

11 witness statement that you then proceeded to give

12 emergency aid to the living wounded?

13 A. I cannulated the two ladies marked E and F who were

14 further down the carriage now towards G in seats 32 and

15 31. I believe also the gentleman at G and, I believe,

16 one other person. I think it was the casualty marked A

17 with the leg injuries.

18 Q. Were you helped in that by Mr Meyer and Mr Woofenden?

19 A. That's correct, yes.

20 Q. In general terms, did you have enough equipment, both by

21 way of giving sets and fluid bags to cannulate each of

22 the people whom you attempted to treat?

23 A. Yes, we did. Because we'd brought additional equipment

24 with us, we had no problem there. We had to be

25 judicious with the analgesia that we administered
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 1 because we had a limited supply of it, but, no,

 2 generally, no problems with those pieces of equipment.

 3 Q. There is some evidence from, as we'll hear shortly,

 4 Mr Joshi, and also from Mr Wymer, again from whom we'll

 5 hear, that those two gentlemen as well as Mr Woofenden

 6 had to go back up to street level to get more equipment.

 7 Do you recollect there being a time when your colleagues

 8 had to leave the carriage to get more equipment?

 9 A. I was aware that there were a number of people making

10 trips up to the surface level.

11 Q. Why, do you remember?

12 A. To bring down additional equipment that we needed.

13 I think dressings was maybe an issue rather than fluids

14 and giving sets, as I recall it. But also, slightly

15 later on, scoop stretchers were required and needed to

16 be transported down. So people went up to collect them.

17 Q. As you heard my Lady ask Mr Meyer, we presume that you

18 took the extra equipment that you put into the ambulance

19 down to the train with you, that was the point of

20 bringing it, of course --

21 A. Yes.

22 Q. -- from St John's Wood ambulance station. Had that

23 included extra dressings as well as extra IV bags?

24 A. Yes, I believe it had.

25 Q. But that was still insufficient for the number of
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 1 casualties you faced in the train?

 2 A. Yes, as I recall it.

 3 Q. Was there an issue with a lack of scoop stretchers or

 4 boards on which to carry casualties out of the carriage?

 5 A. There was no issue with the lack of them. It was just

 6 a case of them needed to be transported from the

 7 vehicles parked on the street level down into the

 8 carriage. They needed to be brought down. We didn't --

 9 because it's quite a large, unwieldy piece of equipment,

10 it's not the first thing you take down. So members of

11 staff returned later to pick those up and bring them

12 back down to the carriage so we could remove the

13 casualties.

14 Q. Was that Mr Woofenden, in particular, who was sent up to

15 try to get it?

16 A. I believe so, although I didn't personally send it up,

17 I believe that was Mr Meyer.

18 Q. You do refer to the fact that he was sent back up to

19 organise lighting because there was a difficulty in

20 seeing what you were doing in the carriage.

21 A. Yes, that's true.

22 Q. How were you able to see what you were doing, when

23 applying IV bags and cannulating casualties?

24 A. There was some ambient lighting on the tunnel wall

25 closest to the affected carriage, but additionally, the
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 1 train on the -- that was parallel to the affected

 2 carriage still had its lights on, so there was some

 3 light shining through from the other carriage into the

 4 carriage we were working in. But, yes, we did request

 5 from the Fire Brigade that some proper lighting was

 6 provided.

 7 Q. Did you have pen torches on you?

 8 A. Yes, that's right.

 9 Q. Were they sufficient?

10 A. We did what we could in the circumstances. They weren't

11 ideal, but we could see enough to work.

12 Q. Do you happen to know whether or not ambulances now

13 carry torches, proper torches, if I may use that

14 expression, as opposed to obliging staff to rely upon

15 their own pen torches which are carried about your

16 person?

17 A. There are torches attached to the ambulance, yes, but in

18 a situation like that, you really need some proper

19 spotlighting to see clearly as to what you are doing.

20 Q. Were there torches in the ambulances then, in 2005?

21 A. I think in theory, yes. But in practice, probably not.

22 The majority of the time, the torches were either

23 missing or they didn't used to charge in the charging

24 unit.

25 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Presumably, you need freestanding
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 1 light --

 2 A. Yes, that's correct.

 3 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: -- rather than something you've got

 4 to hold?

 5 A. That's right, yes.

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Otherwise, one pair of hands is taken

 7 up just by lighting the area?

 8 A. Yes, that's right.

 9 MR KEITH: In order to move, in particular, patient A -- the

10 person with the very severe leg injuries -- out, were

11 you forced to move one or more of the deceased

12 casualties to gain access?

13 A. Yes, we were, we moved two gentlemen slightly to enable

14 us to get A out of the train.

15 Q. Would they have been the person that you marked at

16 position B and the male that you marked at position H?

17 A. Yes, I believe so.

18 Q. May we take it that they weren't moved very far?

19 Her Ladyship has to try to assess the location of the

20 passengers in the aftermath of the explosion as well as

21 where they were at the time that they were recovered

22 from the carriage subsequently, and it's helpful,

23 therefore, to know how far the deceased passengers were

24 moved by the emergency services.

25 A. I don't think it was very far at all. I think it was
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 1 a matter of a few feet. Because of the damage inside

 2 the carriage, there was limited space anyway, and there

 3 was limited space for the deceased to be moved into. So

 4 it was a few feet.

 5 Q. Did you then assist with the removal of patient A from

 6 the train?

 7 A. Yes, together with Jane Pitkin.

 8 Q. Did you have to try to splint or straighten his broken

 9 legs and his explosion-damaged legs whilst he was being

10 placed onto the board for the purposes of being taken

11 out of the carriage?

12 A. Yes, that's right. I think we had to place a traction

13 splint on his leg, which involves stretching the bones

14 to straighten them and reduce pain and swelling.

15 Q. This was done in the confined and terrible circumstances

16 of that carriage?

17 A. Yes, it was done in the carriage, yes.

18 Q. You make reference at the end of your statement to the

19 fact that the floor underfoot was treacherous and

20 slippery because of the amount of blood. Was it

21 extremely difficult moving casualties across and then

22 out of the carriage?

23 A. Yes, there was difficulties, you know, getting a sure

24 footing as you tried to move people. It was very

25 slippery. I'm not sure whether it was all blood or
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 1 whether it was a combination of grease from the train as

 2 well, but it was very slippery underfoot, yes, and

 3 pieces of metal on the floor and obstructions.

 4 Q. By this time, do you recall that the Fire Brigade were

 5 present as well as a number of police officers and the

 6 London Underground staff that you have described already

 7 to assist in the removal of stretchers?

 8 A. Yes, I remember seeing them outside the train through

 9 the doors.

10 Q. A was taken up to ground level and no doubt placed in an

11 ambulance. Did you go back down and assist with the

12 removal of other casualties or did you stay up at ground

13 level?

14 A. I remained on the train throughout. I didn't leave the

15 train until the last casualty.

16 Q. So you helped taking A out, but you didn't go right up

17 to ground level with him?

18 A. I assisted removing A on to a scoop stretcher and

19 applying a traction splint, but I didn't physically

20 leave the carriage.

21 Q. Once the casualties had been cannulated, was it

22 a question of then checking round all of the casualties,

23 making sure that the IV lines were working

24 appropriately, that the fluid bags were still full of

25 fluid and so on, and checking responses and their state
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 1 of health?

 2 A. Yes, that's precisely how it occurred.

 3 Q. So you would rotate round the casualties --

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. -- checking to make sure everybody was still all right?

 6 A. Yes, that's correct.

 7 Q. Do you recall, when you left the train finally, seeing

 8 the body of a passenger at the front of the eastbound

 9 train on the tracks?

10 A. Yes, I do remember seeing her.

11 Q. My Lady has heard evidence -- and we'll hear some more

12 evidence from a lady called Dr Wynne-Evans -- about how

13 a number of people stopped to both check for signs of

14 life, in respect of this young lady, and also to cover

15 her to preserve her dignity.

16 Do you recollect, when you went past, whether she

17 was covered with anything?

18 A. I don't remember. I know could I see her face and her

19 head and her shoulders, but I don't remember her

20 specifically being covered.

21 Q. When you reached stage level, did you go over to the M&S

22 where there was a rudimentary triage station being

23 operated?

24 A. Yes, we did.

25 Q. Did you then go to St Mary's with the five walking
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 1 wounded whom Mr Meyer has described for us?

 2 A. Yes, that's right.

 3 Q. I think, once you'd been to St Mary's, you then went

 4 back to St John's Wood ambulance station but then were

 5 tasked to attend Russell Square?

 6 A. Yes, that's correct, we went back to resupply.

 7 Q. Then went on?

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. Then you went to Great Ormond Street Hospital with one

10 of the casualties from Russell Square?

11 A. Yes, that's right.

12 MR KEITH: Thank you very much. Those are all the questions

13 that I have for you, but there may be some further

14 questions from my colleagues.

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

16 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

17 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Hearsum, we know from evidence that's been

18 put to you and to your colleague before you that you

19 arrived at the station at about 09.24. You've told us

20 today why, very properly, on your arrival, you didn't

21 deal with the walking wounded at station level, you felt

22 your help was more needed elsewhere, and you've told us

23 that you made that decision on your own account, so

24 no one in command told you to do it.

25 Just a number of things arising from that.
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 1 Firstly, when you arrived at the station, did you

 2 know who was in command?

 3 A. No, I wasn't aware of that.

 4 Q. So no one briefed you on arrival at the station?

 5 A. No.

 6 Q. You weren't made aware of anyone being in command?

 7 A. No.

 8 Q. The next thing I just wanted to ask you arising from

 9 that is you make a reference in your statement to -- you

10 say that your initial assessment was that your help was

11 more needed elsewhere and you've made that decision of

12 your own account, but then you mention, before you start

13 moving downstairs, that you spoke to:

14 "... another member of the London Ambulance Service,

15 I don't know who it was, but I was told that there were

16 many more seriously injured down on the track. My

17 priority was then to get down trackside as soon as

18 I could."

19 Do you recall a conversation with another member of

20 London Ambulance Service?

21 A. I don't recall the conversation, but I was informed by

22 somebody that there were seriously injured people down

23 on the train and that was where we were required.

24 Q. But that person was at station level?

25 A. Yes.
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 1 Q. You've made reference to Jane Pitkin earlier, she's your

 2 team leader. She was the team leader.

 3 A. That's correct.

 4 Q. She stayed in the ticket hall. Did you have

 5 a conversation with her about her staying in the ticket

 6 hall rather than coming with you?

 7 A. No, I didn't, no.

 8 Q. Again, did you see her being directed to stay there or,

 9 as far as you're concerned, was that just a decision she

10 made?

11 A. I think that was a personal decision. I didn't see

12 anyone instruct her to remain up in the ticket hall.

13 Q. The other member of London Ambulance Service who made

14 reference to the more seriously injured people down the

15 track, do you have any memory of that person coming with

16 you back trackside?

17 A. No, I believe they were coming up to go out to collect

18 equipment.

19 Q. References were made to Mr Chris Woofenden. This person

20 you're speaking about, the other member of London

21 Ambulance Service, could that have been Chris Woofenden?

22 A. No, no, I don't believe so, because he wouldn't have

23 that information at that point.

24 Q. You know Chris Woofenden, so you wouldn't have referred

25 to Chris Woofenden as "another member of the London
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 1 Ambulance Service"?

 2 A. Yes, I know him well.

 3 Q. Yesterday, we did hear evidence from Mr Woofenden about

 4 him being directed by Mr Meyer at station level, and

 5 you've heard what Mr Meyer had to say about that, he

 6 felt he was only there for one or two seconds, and then

 7 followed after you very closely.

 8 Do you recall Mr Meyer giving any directions to

 9 Mr Woofenden at this time?

10 A. I didn't hear it, but no doubt it took place.

11 Q. But you're sure that Mr Meyer followed you very quickly

12 afterwards?

13 A. Yes, yes. As I entered the carriage, he was directly

14 behind me.

15 Q. Mr Hearsum, you've said in your statement that, on

16 entering the bombed train, breathing was difficult, you

17 said the air was heavy with smoke or soot and this made

18 breathing very difficult.

19 Would you have been assisted with, for example,

20 having a mask to hand?

21 A. We're not trained in sort of breathing apparatus and

22 that type of protective equipment. I don't think it

23 would have made any difference, to be fair. I think,

24 you know, the situation was what it was and we just had

25 to get on with it, to be honest.
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 1 Q. So although breathing was very difficult, it didn't slow

 2 you down in any way?

 3 A. Yes, when I say breathing was difficult, there was -- we

 4 were aware there was particles in the air and, you know,

 5 there was dust around. It wasn't smoky so that you

 6 couldn't see in front of you.

 7 Q. You've been asked already today about your quick

 8 assessment of the walking wounded in the carriage

 9 including the university Professor whom you've referred

10 to in your statement.

11 In your statement, you also describe doing what you

12 call a quick assessment of the walking wounded who were

13 filing past you as you were on your way to the bombed

14 carriage. Was that just a quick visual check?

15 A. Yes, it was merely a visual check.

16 Q. So you didn't stop to deal with any of them?

17 A. No, no.

18 Q. Could we look at your diagram, Mr Hearsum?

19 Can I just clarify, was this sketch prepared at the

20 same time as your statement?

21 A. I don't remember specifically, to be honest. I imagine

22 so.

23 Q. Your statement we know was given on 17 November 2005.

24 A. Mm.

25 Q. So some four and a half months after the incident.
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. You do make reference in your statement -- it's page 4,

 3 my Lady, of his statement -- you say:

 4 "Because of conditions and the number of casualties,

 5 I recorded these details on my glove."

 6 So you made a contemporaneous note on your glove of

 7 where people were placed?

 8 A. Yes, that's right.

 9 Q. Did you make reference to that when you were drawing

10 this sketch?

11 A. No, no, I no longer had that at that time.

12 Q. So this was from memory --

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. -- four and a half months later?

15 A. Yes, that's correct.

16 Q. You very properly say in your statement, made

17 in November 2005, on the final page, that it's made to

18 the best of your recollection:

19 "However, the conditions in which I worked that day

20 were very difficult."

21 Then you go on to explain why. Of course, the

22 sketch -- we're in a similar position with the sketch,

23 if you prepared it that much later.

24 A. Yes, that's right.

25 Q. You've been asked about person B, who's the man whom you
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 1 described in your statement as appearing undamaged from

 2 the back. Can you help us in any way with whether that

 3 person, person B, was a young man, a middle-aged man?

 4 Do you recall anything of his age?

 5 A. As I remember, he was probably late 30s, early 40s.

 6 Q. Do you recall anything of his build?

 7 A. As Mr Meyer has said, he was of large build, but it's

 8 difficult to assess exactly what his stature was.

 9 Q. I think you were in court when we looked at Mr Meyer's

10 sketch and, just comparing his sketch and yours and what

11 you've told us today about the person at H who's the man

12 in double door D4, it's clear that there's a distinction

13 between you, because while you both describe two male

14 bodies in the general area of double door D3, D4 and

15 that bank of seats starting with seat 7, he describes

16 them as being very close together --

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. -- whereas you describe them as being further apart. He

19 describes them as being towards double doors D3, whereas

20 you in your sketch have a person towards double doors D4

21 on the other side of the carriage. Can you assist us

22 with that?

23 A. I think Mr Meyer's sketch is probably the more accurate

24 of the two. The two males were in close proximity to

25 one another because we had to roll both of them over to
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 1 check for signs of life.

 2 Q. The person whom you've got as H on your sketch, then,

 3 but who may be elsewhere, given what you've just said

 4 about Mr Meyer's sketch being more accurate, do you

 5 recall anything of that person's build --

 6 A. No, I don't, no.

 7 Q. -- or anything of his age?

 8 A. I believe he was probably late 20s, early 30s, wearing

 9 dark clothing.

10 Q. You've described person B being of larger build because

11 of being more difficult to move. You've echoed what

12 Mr Meyer said in that respect. Would it be right to say

13 that the person you've marked at point H would have been

14 of slimmer build or less heavy?

15 A. Yes, I think that's fair to say.

16 Q. You said in your statement, when you're describing the

17 work that you were doing, the quite extensive work that

18 you were doing in the bombed carriage, you said:

19 "I was the only paramedic on the scene at the time."

20 You made that reference because you were describing

21 certain procedures which had to be carried out. Is that

22 because Mr Meyer and Mr Woofenden are emergency medical

23 technicians?

24 A. Yes, that's correct.

25 Q. They were the only two with you in the carriage at that
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 1 time?

 2 A. Yes, at that point in time. Mr Joshi was very close

 3 behind us. In fact, Mr Joshi was -- we went beyond the

 4 bomb crater and were dealing with the patients in that

 5 vicinity specifically. I believe Mr Joshi and Mr Buck

 6 together with Mr Wymer were to the right side of the

 7 bomb crater and doing work there.

 8 Q. You've run through with Mr Keith earlier the number of

 9 people who arrived after you and you did say that

10 Jane Pitkin arrives at a later stage.

11 Now, it was suggested to you in a question that the

12 others arrived within a minute or two after the list of

13 names that were given. Were you including Jane Pitkin

14 in that?

15 A. As I recall it, Jane Pitkin was -- arrived after the

16 main body, yes.

17 Q. The reason I'm asking you is that, from your statement,

18 it appears she must have arrived a substantial time

19 later, if your statement is running through what

20 happened in the correct order, because you describe your

21 quick check of the five walking wounded, you describe

22 checking the bodies for signs of life, you've obviously

23 taken a note on your glove of their locations. You

24 describe having your initial conversation with the two

25 ladies at the far side of the bomb crater. You then
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 1 start dealing with the man at G. You describe in some

 2 detail in your statement putting in a cannula, checking

 3 his blood pressure and oxygen.

 4 You then describe speaking to a man who you say had

 5 an Australian or South African accent. Then you

 6 describe treating the man at A and, in treating the man

 7 at A, it seems you got quite far into that because you

 8 say:

 9 "Again, I fitted a cannula and administered fluid

10 and drugs. No oxygen was required. Jane Pitkin had

11 arrived by this time."

12 Then she takes over dealing with the man at point A.

13 So it sounds as if quite a lot had happened in the

14 carriage by the time Jane Pitkin arrives and takes over

15 from you in dealing with person A. Would that be right?

16 A. Yes, I mean, I'm not entirely sure of the exact time lag

17 there would have been, but it was some minutes

18 afterwards certainly.

19 Q. Mr Hearsum, there's just one final matter which may

20 appear very obvious but I've been asked just to clarify

21 this with you. So, my Lady, this is just a question

22 which I've got to put on instructions.

23 Just in the final page of your statement,

24 Mr Hearsum, you say:

25 "I have since seen pictures of the four bombers and
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 1 can say that one of the people I saw that day looked to

 2 be any of them."

 3 It reads as if it's a typo and in fact it should say

 4 "none of the people I saw that day looked to be any of

 5 them". Can I just confirm that that's correct?

 6 A. Yes, that's correct, yes.

 7 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you very much, I have nothing further.

 8 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders?

 9 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

10 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Hearsum, I'm not going to keep you long at

11 all.

12 The list of ambulance staff that went down into the

13 carriage, seeing Mr Baker, Mr Mars dealing with

14 Danny Biddle, you are at the front of those immediate

15 four?

16 A. Yes, that's correct.

17 Q. Of which you are the senior person, in terms of you

18 being the paramedic and the others all being technicians

19 grade 3 or 4?

20 A. Yes, that's correct.

21 Q. Mr Joshi and Mr Wymer are also paramedics but they're

22 a little further behind?

23 A. Yes.

24 Q. Should we understand that that's why, as it were, you're

25 at the front leading, as it were, your three immediate
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 1 colleagues through and assessing what you have on that

 2 carriage?

 3 A. Yes, I don't believe it was a deliberate decision to be

 4 at the front, but ...

 5 Q. But then we have, coming behind, Mr Joshi and Mr Wymer

 6 and Mr Buck and Mr Chandler?

 7 A. Correct, yes.

 8 Q. You have already dealt with a number of matters, but can

 9 I just make sure I've understood this?

10 In terms of what is on your glove, because of your

11 position, and wanting to know what's happening, you're

12 actually making a note of who's received what

13 medication?

14 A. Yes, that's right.

15 Q. I may have misunderstood this. You weren't actually

16 noting on your glove who was in which position. It was

17 actually what person had been given which drugs?

18 A. Yes, it was more the fact -- a record of each patient's

19 vital signs, like, as you've mentioned, the drug doses

20 that they've been given, at what time it was given.

21 Q. Because, on transfer to hospital, one of the first

22 things staff will be asked is, "What have they had

23 already?"

24 A. Yes, that's right.

25 Q. How much analgesics or fluids have been administered and
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 1 over what period of time?

 2 A. Yes, that's right.

 3 Q. Which brings me back to the point, because I represent

 4 the family of Laura Webb, who's the young lady inside

 5 the carriage, I think -- and I'm very grateful to

 6 Mr Keith and for your answers -- you now concede it may

 7 well be that Laura was further down towards D1 --

 8 A. Yes, I think that's right, yes.

 9 Q. -- rather than D3?

10 One understands, and I quite see the confusion of

11 everything that took place, as do the family, but

12 I think it's no doubt at all you've described her. From

13 appearance, it appears that she is that person. As

14 you've heard Mr Meyer already say, she may have been

15 moved a short distance in order to allow access and

16 egress through that door, and that may be part of the

17 confusion as to position.

18 A. Yes, possibly.

19 MR SAUNDERS: All right, yes, and I don't ask you any

20 further questions. Thank you very much, Mr Hearsum.

21 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you, Mr Saunders. Any other

22 questions for Mr Hearsum?

23 Those are all the questions, it seems, for you,

24 Mr Hearsum. I never expected to commend anybody for

25 breaking into a drugs cabinet, but if I may say so, you
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 1 and your colleagues used your initiative to excellent

 2 effect, both by grabbing the extra equipment and by your

 3 going straight down to the train to see if there were

 4 any lives that you could save, and I'm sure that you and

 5 Mr Meyer and your other colleagues played a significant

 6 role in actually saving lives that day. So thank you

 7 for everything that you did.

 8 A. Thank you.

 9 MR KEITH: Thank you, my Lady.

10 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Shall we take a break now, Mr Keith?

11 MR KEITH: By all means.

12 (11.40 am)

13 (A short break)

14 (11.55 am)

15 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Keith?

16 MR KEITH: My Lady, may I invite you to call Lawrence Ward.

17 MR LAWRENCE ROY WARD (affirmed)

18 Questions by MR KEITH

19 MR KEITH: Good morning. Could you give the court your full

20 name, please?

21 A. Lawrence Roy Ward.

22 Q. Mr Ward, in July of 2005, were you employed by the

23 London Ambulance Service as an emergency medical

24 technician?

25 A. I was indeed.
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 1 Q. Which grade were you of EMT?

 2 A. EMT4.

 3 Q. You were single crewed in an ambulance car with the call

 4 sign November Whisky 45?

 5 A. Correct.

 6 Q. That morning, you were rostered on a rota from 7.00 in

 7 the morning to 7.00 in the evening?

 8 A. Correct.

 9 Q. Was your vehicle what's known as a rapid response unit?

10 A. Yes.

11 Q. All ambulances drive moderately fast, quite properly --

12 A. Much joy.

13 Q. -- but what is particularly rapid about the rapid

14 response unit?

15 A. The main thing is the car is a lot faster than an

16 ambulance, receives mostly category A calls only,

17 whereas the ambulance crews can get category Bs or Cs.

18 Q. Do you recall what sort of car it was?

19 A. No, I really can't, unfortunately.

20 Q. Can we have, please, on the screen LAS8716-3?

21 [INQ8716-3]. Thank you very much.

22 At 09.05.38, in the middle of the page, we can see:

23 "Vehicle dispatched", November Whisky 45, 09.05.38.

24 Then over the page, at 09.09.03, just one page

25 further on [INQ8716-4], please, we can see at the top of the
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 1 page November Whisky 45:

 2 "Status update: red at scene."

 3 A. Correct.

 4 Q. Does that indicate that on your mobile data system you

 5 indicated red to show that you'd arrived at the scene?

 6 A. Correct.

 7 Q. What scene was it?

 8 A. Initially, we were sent to the wrong place.

 9 Q. You went to Praed Street because --

10 A. Correct.

11 Q. -- that's where you were sent?

12 A. That's right.

13 Q. You knew, I think, from the message that it was an

14 explosion burns call-out?

15 A. That's correct.

16 Q. But when you arrived at Praed Street, although you saw

17 a Fire Brigade appliance, there was no incident?

18 A. Absolutely none at all. The Fire Brigade was as

19 perplexed as I was at the time.

20 Q. Did you see a colleague, Mr Woofenden?

21 A. I believe Mr Woofenden pulled up as I was getting out

22 the car.

23 Q. We know that he indicated his arrival at Praed Street at

24 09.12, so perhaps a minute or so after you'd arrived.

25 A. Correct.
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 1 Q. Did you then decide to ring Central Ambulance Control to

 2 ask them what was going on?

 3 A. I can't remember if it was on the radio or on the phone

 4 that we get with the car, but I did contact them, yes.

 5 Q. Your statement states -- and, of course, your statement

 6 was made nearer the time in November 2005 -- that you

 7 used your mobile phone?

 8 A. That must have been it, then.

 9 Q. Why do you think you would have used your mobile phone

10 rather than the radio in the Fast Response Unit?

11 A. Purely and simply because I was out of the car and I had

12 the mobile phone in my hand.

13 Q. Did you get through to the dispatcher, do you recall?

14 A. I believe I did. I asked them if they had any other

15 updates. London Fire Brigade were on scene. But we

16 couldn't find any incident.

17 Q. Did they tell you that they had received a number of

18 further calls concerning an incident at Edgware Road at

19 the Underground station?

20 A. I vaguely remember them saying they were getting updated

21 calls, but we still didn't actually get the -- where it

22 should be.

23 Q. By the time you called in on your mobile phone, we know

24 that there had been another CAD message,

25 a computer-aided dispatch message, circulated which made
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 1 a reference to explosions and the possibility of a train

 2 into the wall at Edgware Road. Do you recollect either

 3 of those two features?

 4 A. No, I can't say I do.

 5 Q. Is that (a) it didn't happen or (b) you can't say one

 6 way or t'other?

 7 A. I can't say. I really can't remember.

 8 Q. You therefore left Praed Street to go across the

 9 Edgware Road to Chapel Street where the

10 London Underground station is situated.

11 A. Mm-hmm.

12 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry, what prompted you to go there?

13 I'm not quite following. When do you get the message

14 that -- I think you said, "We still weren't told where

15 the incident was", you answered Mr Keith's question by

16 saying:

17 "They told me they received a number of calls about

18 an incident, but I didn't get told where."

19 A. Because the first place we went there was a Tube station

20 on Praed Street as well, I just thought I'd have a shot

21 to see if it was the other Tube station, which

22 I actually went to.

23 MR KEITH: Praed Street is near Paddington station?

24 A. Correct. Yes, I'm certain it was Praed Street. We were

25 originally sent to Praed Street where the London Fire
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 1 Brigade was as well. Because we couldn't see an

 2 incident there, I checked to Control. They said there

 3 were other calls come in at an Underground station, and

 4 I just said I'll just take a drive down to Edgware Road.

 5 Q. Your statement refers to the fact that the dispatcher

 6 told you, or asked you, to make your way to Edgware Road

 7 Tube station as an incident was occurring there. So is

 8 it possible that you were in fact told to go to

 9 Edgware Road?

10 A. Could be. Can I just check my statement?

11 Q. Yes, of course.

12 A. It could very well be.

13 Q. If you look at the top of the second page, four lines

14 down?

15 A. Yes, that's it. A large number of calls to

16 Edgware Road.

17 Q. I'd like to ask you, please, about what time you think

18 you got to Edgware Road. You were able to estimate in

19 your statement, but because the Edgware Road attendance

20 wasn't part of your original call-out, you didn't press

21 the button on your mobile data terminal to go to red

22 when you arrived, because you'd already done that when

23 you arrived at Praed Street?

24 A. I'd already done it at the previous location, yes. It

25 was two or three minutes maximum, I think.
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 1 Q. Do you recall seeing any other ambulances arrive when

 2 you got to Edgware Road?

 3 A. There was another ambulance already on scene when I got

 4 there.

 5 Q. In your statement, you say you saw it arriving just in

 6 front of you. Is it possible that they were arriving at

 7 the same time as you did?

 8 A. No, I don't think so. Purely and simply, I saw the --

 9 Nick, who was one of the crew members of the ambulance

10 that was in front of me, go into his ambulance. I got

11 out my car because could I see smoke coming out the Tube

12 station. I got out my car, collected all my gear, and

13 I believe Nick said something like, "It's a bad one,

14 Larry".

15 Q. So he was already there. That's Nick Mars?

16 A. Yes, sorry, yes.

17 Q. In your statement, you say, however, that you recalled

18 Graeme Baker, his colleague, getting out of his

19 ambulance and walking into the Tube station, halfway

20 down the page. Is it the position that you didn't

21 actually see them arrive and you don't know whether or

22 not Mr Baker was just leaving his ambulance for the

23 first time as opposed to going back?

24 A. No, I do remember only seeing Nick Mars there, and he

25 was going towards the ambulance from the Tube station.
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 1 Q. So he may have been there for a little while already?

 2 A. Absolutely.

 3 Q. For my Lady's note, E205, which is Messrs Baker and

 4 Mars, indicates red at scene at 09.13.51. So it must

 5 have been some time after 09.13, but you can't say when?

 6 A. That's right.

 7 Q. Did you take particular equipment out of your Fast

 8 Response Unit --

 9 A. Yes --

10 Q. -- to go down?

11 A. -- I took a general medical box which holds bandages,

12 general first aid stuff. I also took oxygen and

13 a portable defibrillator with me.

14 Q. Can you recall why you took, not just the general box,

15 but the defibrillator machine and an oxygen bag?

16 A. As a first responder, it's -- probably all my colleagues

17 in the ambulance crews would confirm this, nine times

18 out of ten some of the calls we get aren't what they

19 are, so, as a first responder, I got into the habit of

20 a taking defib with me wherever I went, basically.

21 Q. Because you don't know what you might be confronted

22 with?

23 A. Exactly right.

24 Q. It wasn't because you'd received particular information

25 about the nature of this incident that led you to think
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 1 that would be useful?

 2 A. No, it's just a normal thing I used to do when arriving

 3 on scene.

 4 Q. Did you go straight down to the track or did you attempt

 5 to treat people in the station entrance?

 6 A. No, I remember walking into the subway station, I was

 7 met by a member of -- a London Underground employee.

 8 I asked him what had happened, if he had any idea what

 9 had happened. While we were doing this, we was walking

10 down to the platform. He said something like, "I think

11 there's been a bomb explosion, there's several

12 casualties". By this time, we got onto the platform.

13 When we got to the platform, I turned right to get

14 towards the trains.

15 Q. Because at the bottom of the stairs onto the platform,

16 on your left and your right, there are two walkways --

17 A. I went to the right --

18 Q. -- that are barriered off.

19 A. Yes, I went to the right.

20 Q. You can go either side to go back down into the tunnel,

21 or behind you into the tunnel. Is that right?

22 A. I can't remember. I do remember I went to the bomb and

23 we turned right to get to the trains.

24 Q. What were you wearing? Were you wearing your usual

25 green paramedic --

88

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 A. Not paramedic, EMT, not paramedic.

 2 Q. EMT, paramedic-style clothing?

 3 A. Absolutely, yes.

 4 Q. Do you recollect whether any of your colleagues went

 5 down with you; for example, Messrs Buck or Chandler or

 6 Joshi or Wymer?

 7 A. I don't remember anybody behind me, but as we was

 8 walking down on the tracks to the trains, the bombed

 9 train, if you like, was on my left, the unbombed train

10 was on my right, a bit further down the tunnel. There

11 was a casualty laying on the left-hand side of the track

12 to the right-hand side of the bombed train. That's when

13 I noted that a couple of my colleagues were with me.

14 I said to my colleagues something like --

15 Q. Just pause there. Do you remember who they were? The

16 top of page 3 of your statement you refer to Phil Buck

17 and Alan Wymer.

18 A. That's right, that's correct.

19 Q. Just pausing you there, Mr Buck in fact was crewed in an

20 ambulance E202 with Mr Chandler. Mr Wymer was crewed

21 with Mr Joshi. So they were separate ambulances. But

22 do you think it was those two gentlemen whom you saw at

23 that stage?

24 A. I do remember it being Phil Buck.

25 Q. So you're sure it was Phil Buck?
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 1 A. Yes.

 2 Q. Mr Buck arrived at the scene at the top at station level

 3 at 09.16, and so I think we can be confident that you

 4 probably went down to the track about 9.20. Does that

 5 sound about right?

 6 A. Approximately, yes.

 7 Q. All right. So, sorry, I interrupted you. You were sure

 8 that Mr Buck was with you. Did you both then approach

 9 the lady or one of you approach the lady who was on the

10 track?

11 A. We sort of got there at the same time. I was a bit

12 surprised, because I was unaware that there's anybody

13 else with me until I looked round and saw Phil Buck

14 standing there. I said something like -- because

15 Phil Buck is a paramedic, I'm only a little EMT4.

16 I suggested that Phil Buck check that casualty, and told

17 him that I was going to go through the unbombed train to

18 get to the bombed train from the other side.

19 Q. Do you recall being led down the train or taken down the

20 train by a member of the London Underground staff?

21 A. Correct, yes.

22 Q. A black male, in fact, who we know to be Mr Corbin?

23 A. I don't know his name, but I do remember.

24 Q. He recalls leading a male he described as a paramedic --

25 he wasn't to know that you were an EMT as opposed to
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 1 a paramedic -- but also a female doctor, a member of the

 2 public, who happened to be a doctor, who had announced

 3 herself and offered help at station level and came down

 4 with you. Do you recall her?

 5 A. I don't recall that at all. I do remember a lady who

 6 had gone to the bombed train, I can't remember exactly

 7 how long after it was when I got on there, but

 8 introducing herself as a doctor, if she could give any

 9 assistance. I don't recall --

10 Q. You don't recall going down to the train with her or

11 along the westbound train -- the eastbound train?

12 A. No, I don't recall that at all.

13 Q. All right. In any event, you followed the gentleman

14 from London Underground along the eastbound train, the

15 train that wasn't bombed, to the far end --

16 A. Correct.

17 Q. -- and then you went out?

18 A. Yes.

19 Q. Then into the first carriage of the other westbound

20 train?

21 A. That's right.

22 Q. Did you have a torch with you?

23 A. The only lighting equipment we got was a little pen

24 light, which we check patients' response with their

25 pupils. That's the only sort of light we had.
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 1 Q. Was it, therefore, extremely difficult to see where you

 2 were going when you went into the bombed carriage?

 3 A. Yes, very difficult.

 4 Q. What happened when you went -- as you went down the

 5 middle of the bombed carriage?

 6 A. I remember going through and nearly falling in the

 7 crater itself where the bomb had gone off. I had

 8 a little curse because it was stupid of me, I didn't

 9 really check the environment I was in. But I do

10 remember very nearly falling down it.

11 Q. Do you recall near the crater there being a body on the

12 floor very near to where you tripped over?

13 A. There was.

14 Q. Do you recall anything of that person?

15 A. No.

16 Q. In your statement, you describe him as being a male with

17 severe injuries to the back of his head.

18 A. Mm-hmm.

19 Q. Indeed, very severe injuries to his head. Other than

20 what's in your statement, can you recollect any of the

21 detail of that person?

22 A. Memory plays a funny trick on you. I do remember that

23 I think the gentleman who had the severe head injury had

24 a brownish or a tannish coat on. Other than that,

25 I can't really recall.
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 1 Q. From your statement, it appears that you reached the

 2 view that he was dead because he exhibited no movement

 3 at all.

 4 A. No, no movement at all.

 5 Q. Did you actually stop, can you recall, and check for

 6 a pulse or for any sign of life?

 7 A. Initially, no, I didn't.

 8 Q. Do you mean that subsequently you may have done?

 9 A. I remember going back a couple of times to check the

10 people round the immediate vicinity of where the bomb

11 went off.

12 Q. There were no signs of life?

13 A. No, no signs of life at all.

14 Q. Having almost tripped into the hole, could you also see

15 somebody inside the hole?

16 A. I don't recall that, but I do remember subsequently

17 people telling me that there was a body there.

18 Q. Your statement records how you saw a body inside the

19 hole on the track below. Is that, therefore, something

20 that you were told but you didn't see yourself?

21 A. Yes, I assumed that that -- Graeme Baker is a paramedic,

22 the first crew that were on scene. I was told, just

23 before I got on to the front of the bombed train, by the

24 London Underground person that my colleague was dealing

25 with somebody to the right on the track.
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 1 Q. Messrs Baker and Mars were dealing with Mr Biddle --

 2 A. That's correct.

 3 Q. -- who had suffered very severe leg injuries --

 4 A. That's right.

 5 Q. -- in the gap between the tunnel wall and the carriage.

 6 A. That's what I thought people were referring to.

 7 Q. But in your statement you certainly make express

 8 reference to a body inside the hole in the floor on the

 9 track below, but is it the case that you now can't

10 remember that?

11 A. Yes, it was a very confusing, very dark, very terrifying

12 scene. I do remember several bodies, mostly to the left

13 of the crater. I do remember one near the crater.

14 I vaguely remember looking down with my little pen light

15 into the crater and seeing a body there. But I assumed

16 that was the one that Mr Baker was dealing with.

17 Q. All right. In fact, it wasn't from the evidence before

18 my Lady, but may I ask you, was there anything to

19 suggest that the person inside the crater was alive?

20 A. No, nothing at all. Absolutely nothing at all.

21 Q. Near the crater, did you come across a gentleman who was

22 groaning from his injuries but was plainly alive and to

23 whom you said, "Hang on there, I'll come back to you,

24 but I've got to keep on checking the rest of the

25 carriage"?
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 1 A. I do remember that, yes.

 2 Q. Did you then carry on walking through the carriage in

 3 order to try to see and assess the state of the other

 4 people in it?

 5 A. Yes, I did.

 6 Q. Do you recollect, as you did so, any other bodies lying

 7 on the floor of the carriage who were plainly dead?

 8 A. Not that I can recall. The only bodies I do remember is

 9 really within the immediate vicinity of where the crater

10 was. I -- it sounds very callous, but the people who

11 were groaning and moaning and shouting and screaming,

12 I gave them second priority because they were alive, you

13 have to be alive to make a noise. I was really

14 concentrating on those further in the carriage that were

15 stationary or not making a noise at all.

16 Q. Do you recollect the presence of your colleagues around

17 you?

18 A. Initially, no.

19 Q. But they were -- were they behind you, did you know, or

20 not?

21 A. Well, I don't recall anyone coming up behind me. The

22 reason I thought I'd go through the unbombed train was

23 that I knew my colleagues would be coming -- sort of

24 attack the scene from both sides, sort of thing. So

25 I knew my colleagues would, sooner or later, be coming
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 1 through the train --

 2 Q. From the other direction?

 3 A. From the other direction.

 4 Q. Do you recollect seeing Messrs Meyer and Hearsum

 5 approach from the other end?

 6 A. I remember seeing Mr Hearsum and Mr Meyer get on to the

 7 train -- because I got on the train at the front --

 8 Q. You did.

 9 A. -- and I remember them coming on the train from one of

10 the doors on the left in front of me. Are you with me?

11 Q. I am. Is that when you were carrying out this initial

12 assessment of people in the carriage, or was it later?

13 A. To be honest, I really can't remember. I really can't

14 remember.

15 Q. All right.

16 A. Because I've read my statement a few times, and I've

17 made sort of statements that it was about ten minutes

18 before I saw anybody. But knowing my colleagues, and

19 we've worked together so closely, it couldn't have been

20 any longer than a minute or two, if that.

21 I do remember being extremely worried about one of

22 the two American sisters that was on the floor.

23 Q. Yes, Katy and Emily Benton.

24 A. Yes, I didn't know their names. I asked them, but

25 I couldn't remember at the time.
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 1 Q. One of them had a very severe ankle injury.

 2 A. Yes, and I can't remember if that was that lady or her

 3 sister that kept passing in and out of consciousness.

 4 I do remember I had to inflict a great deal of pain on

 5 her to raise her on a couple of occasions.

 6 Q. That was Katy Benton. I think you had to pinch her ear

 7 repeatedly in order to keep her conscious?

 8 A. Yes, I really hurt her on occasions.

 9 Q. You looked after them, the two Benton sisters, and

10 I think you also looked after a male with an arm injury

11 and a female lying on the floor with an ankle injury.

12 Do you recollect that?

13 A. That's correct, yes.

14 Q. From your statement, you also looked after an elderly

15 male whose pupils you checked with your pen torch to see

16 whether there was a retinal response, and it turned out

17 that in fact he had -- he was limited in his own sight

18 anyway.

19 I want to ask you, though, about the way in which

20 you approached the checking of the people in the

21 carriage. Were you concerned to check as quickly as

22 possible in order to get people off or to provide aid or

23 because there was a risk of, for example, a secondary

24 device?

25 A. My initial response to all the patients, all the
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 1 casualties in there, was to get a response from them.

 2 If they didn't respond, they took more priority than

 3 those that did respond, basically. My main concern,

 4 when I first got on to the scene, was basically to save

 5 lives, get things organised, you know, give as much

 6 first aid as I can, as I was able to.

 7 Second priority was making them comfortable. If

 8 they were alive, if they were -- even though they were

 9 in pain, as an EMT, I'm greatly restricted on the amount

10 of painkillers I can give, basically Entonox, that's

11 about all I can give, really. But making them

12 comfortable and reassuring them. I think that's --

13 reassurance in a situation like that is just as

14 important as anything else, I think.

15 Q. There's been some suggestion that the risk of

16 a secondary device was such that there was a real extra

17 urgency to get into the carriage, assess and then get

18 out again with the living casualties. But as far as you

19 were concerned, was it a question instead of checking to

20 see who was alive, bringing them reassurance and then

21 waiting to see who could be brought off when their

22 medical position allowed it?

23 A. I knew that once the -- everything had kicked in, with

24 my colleagues arriving, and I had assumed it had been

25 declared as an emergency response.

98

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 Q. As a major incident?

 2 A. A major incident, and as soon as my colleagues got

 3 there, I knew it wouldn't take long to treat the

 4 casualties, to get the more seriously injured out and

 5 triage it that way. Basically, that's it. It sounds

 6 very short and sweet, but a secondary device never

 7 entered my mind at all.

 8 Q. Did you have the impression that a number of police and

 9 Fire Brigade and other London Ambulance Service

10 personnel arrived en masse to help with, not just the

11 provision of medical aid to the living casualties, but

12 also their removal and putting them on stretchers and

13 getting them out?

14 A. I must admit, the first couple of minutes I was on the

15 train it was quite a surreal thing. I needed to do so

16 much for so many people. I do remember Alasdair Hearsum

17 coming on the train, in which, it seemed like seconds

18 afterwards, was engulfed with ambulance personnel and

19 police officers. So when everything kicked off, it ran

20 very smooth and we got the casualties out quite quickly.

21 Q. You moved through the carriage checking for signs of

22 life, checking to see who needed help --

23 A. Mm-hmm.

24 Q. -- and assisting with ensuring that people kept

25 conscious.
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 1 A. Mm-hmm.

 2 Q. Did you, yourself, cannulate any of the patients?

 3 A. No, as an EMT, I'm not authorised to cannulate.

 4 Q. Once the paramedics were there and they were

 5 cannulating, you assisted, no doubt, with the provision

 6 of drips and so on?

 7 A. Absolutely, yes.

 8 Q. Did you help also with moving patients on to spinal

 9 boards ready for evacuation and helping with moving

10 stretchers out of the carriage?

11 A. Yes.

12 Q. Do you recall there being a shortage of equipment in any

13 way?

14 A. I can't say I recall there being a shortage of

15 equipment. The only thing I found frustrating for me

16 was lack of communications upstairs, if you like,

17 because I only had my mobile phone with me and that just

18 didn't work on the Underground at all.

19 Q. How did that affect what you were able to do for the

20 passengers in the carriage?

21 A. To be honest with you, once I realised I couldn't get

22 into contact with anyone, I didn't bother again. I just

23 concentrated on the casualties.

24 Q. What was it, then, that had made you want to communicate

25 with ground level when you first went into the carriage?
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 1 A. Just to basically inform them what I'd seen, what had

 2 happened. I had assumed Nick Mars would have contacted,

 3 as he was going back to his ambulance when I first got

 4 to the scene. I just wanted to reaffirm ...

 5 Q. That there were other people on the way?

 6 A. Reaffirm the situation, the seriousness of the

 7 situation.

 8 Q. But you had what you needed to do what you had to do?

 9 A. That's right.

10 Q. And, as far as you were aware, the paramedics behind you

11 had the equipment?

12 A. Absolutely.

13 Q. Can you think of anything practical that you might have

14 said to ground level or to Central Ambulance Control, if

15 you'd been able to get through, that might have helped

16 you?

17 A. To be honest with you, I don't think there would have

18 been, because on a major incident there's procedures

19 kick in straightaway and everything is at that scene as

20 soon as possible.

21 Q. When you went back up to ground level, did you see the

22 gentleman who had been designated Silver medic, an

23 officer from the London Ambulance Service called

24 Peter Swan?

25 A. I did.
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 1 Q. Did you tell him what you'd seen and what you'd done

 2 before going back down with some extra oxygen?

 3 A. No, I don't recall telling him in detail what I did. My

 4 main concern, on the way up, after clearing all the

 5 carriages, there was another London Underground employee

 6 who was having real problems with his breathing. I just

 7 wanted to get up, get some more oxygen, because we'd run

 8 out of everything by this time, and I just went over to

 9 Mr Swan and asked, "Have you got any oxygen? There's

10 a guy that needs it".

11 Basically, I got some oxygen from the London Fire

12 Brigade, I believe, and went down and gave it to this

13 London Underground chap.

14 Q. What had you run out of? Obviously, oxygen --

15 A. Oxygen, yes.

16 Q. -- but you said you had run out of stuff. Was there

17 anything else you had run out of?

18 A. Basically -- sorry, I was referring to my little orange

19 box where I keep all the bandages and stuff like that,

20 Ventolin. It was completely empty, my box was

21 completely empty.

22 Q. Did you need to go elsewhere to get extra bandages, for

23 example, extra dressings?

24 A. No, I didn't, because, even though my box had run out,

25 all the crews had their own, and they would have been
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 1 using theirs, but my main concern at this time, because

 2 the carriageway was cleared, the bombed carriageway was

 3 clear of all living casualties, and as I say my concern

 4 then was helping this London Underground chappy with his

 5 difficulty in breathing.

 6 Q. After you helped him, you took him up to street level

 7 and suggested, according to your statement, that he go

 8 to hospital.

 9 A. Mm-hmm.

10 Q. Then were you requested to go to Russell Square with

11 Mr Baker?

12 A. Yes, that was a few minutes later. Once I'd dealt with

13 this chap from London Underground, I walked down the

14 street and smoked about seven cigarettes, I think, and

15 then Mr Baker came along and said, "Come on, Larry,

16 we've got to go to ..." wherever it was now, I can't

17 remember.

18 Q. Russell Square?

19 A. Yes, and so we took an ambulance and went and helped at

20 the other scene.

21 Q. Did you transport some of the walking wounded from the

22 other scene to hospital?

23 A. Yes, we did.

24 Q. Did you finally attend, later on that day, a debrief

25 session at Millwall Football Club?
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 1 A. Yes, we did.

 2 Q. A HOT debrief, as it's known?

 3 A. Yes.

 4 MR KEITH: Thank you very much, Mr Ward. There may be some

 5 further questions for you from my colleagues.

 6 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher?

 7 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

 8 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Ward, you said earlier while giving

 9 evidence at one point that you felt something you were

10 saying sounded very callous when you went past bodies to

11 go towards those crying out for help.

12 A. I'm sorry, could you speak up a little bit?

13 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: It was the other way round, I think,

14 Ms Gallagher. It was that he went to those who weren't

15 making a noise.

16 MS GALLAGHER: Yes.

17 I think there's a reference in your statement,

18 Mr Ward, to you needing to concentrate on reaching live

19 casualties who required your help, and the families

20 I represent have asked me to make clear to you that they

21 entirely understand why that was your priority and they

22 consider that very understandable and they entirely

23 agree with what you did on that day, but they've asked

24 me to make that clear.

25 I just have a number of questions. The first thing
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 1 I just wanted to clarify with you was, before you

 2 actually arrived at the station, when you were first at

 3 Praed Street and when you decided to go to Edgware Road,

 4 was there any discussion with the two London Fire

 5 Brigade appliances that were there, the crew from those

 6 appliances, before you left to go to Edgware Road?

 7 A. To be honest, I don't remember. I'm certain I would

 8 have said I'm just going to check down here or something

 9 like that, but I really can't remember.

10 Q. You've been asked quite a lot of questions about the

11 bodies in the carriage and we entirely understand that

12 it's very difficult for you to recall precisely where

13 they were. Could we have on screen [INQ10282-9], please?

14 You've told us that you enter from the first

15 carriage. Just so you have your bearings, the direction

16 of travel is towards the left, so the first carriage is

17 on your left. This is the second carriage, the bombed

18 carriage. So you enter through the door on the left, is

19 that right, besides seats 1 and 2, 32 and 31?

20 A. Yes, the door at the front, basically, yes.

21 Q. You've described how you tripped over quite close to the

22 crater, and there was a body in that area. Now, from

23 your description, it appears that the body was on the

24 left-hand side of the crater, would that be right?

25 A. Which ...?
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 1 Q. The X marks where the bomb exploded.

 2 A. Oh right, okay.

 3 Q. So the crater is in that area. From your description,

 4 you're describing walking through, past seats 1 and 2,

 5 32 and 31.

 6 A. Right.

 7 Q. Down towards the centre of the carriage.

 8 A. Yes.

 9 Q. You've described tripping over in the area of the crater

10 and almost falling into the crater and there being

11 a body.

12 A. That's right.

13 Q. So is it right to say that the body was on the left-hand

14 side of the crater as you look at this graph?

15 A. Yes, the one with the head injury, are you talking

16 about?

17 Q. Yes, that's right.

18 A. Yes, that's correct.

19 Q. Can you give us any more assistance, by reference to the

20 seat numbers, as to where you think that body was

21 placed?

22 A. No, it would be pure guesswork, to be honest with you.

23 It was very dark, very confusing.

24 Q. Of course. Now, you've said today that you remember

25 possibly a brownish or a tannish coat.
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 1 A. Mm-hmm.

 2 Q. I represent the families of the four male victims who

 3 died in the carriage and, understandably, as it was rush

 4 hour, a very large number of them were wearing dark

 5 suits. So that description doesn't fit with them.

 6 Is there a possibility that it could have been green

 7 rather than brownish or tannish?

 8 A. It's possible, it's possible.

 9 Q. Do you recall it being a different colour to the dark

10 suits, which is generally what you would have been

11 seeing?

12 A. Yes, that's probably what stuck in my mind, that it was

13 a lighter colour.

14 Q. Again, by reference to this graph, we know where the

15 body in the hole is that you've referred to, I've no

16 questions about that. You describe in your statement

17 when you're walking down the carriage a person on the

18 left-hand side who was also dead. Can you give us any

19 more assistance by reference to the seat numbers as to

20 where you think that person may have been?

21 A. No, I'm afraid I can't.

22 Q. In your statement, Mr Ward -- it's page 5, my Lady, for

23 your reference -- the very top of page 5 -- in fact,

24 Mr Ward, it may help you to start at the very bottom of

25 page 4, then I'll take you to the specific reference.
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 1 You describe seeing an LAS crew inside the carriage

 2 and you say:

 3 "I remember being very relieved that I was no longer

 4 alone."

 5 You say it was a Mr Hearsum and Mr Meyer?

 6 A. Correct.

 7 Q. You then say:

 8 "I cannot say exactly how long I had been on the

 9 carriage before this crew arrived but, if pressed,

10 I would say about 15 minutes, although it seemed a lot

11 longer."

12 Would you say that's accurate?

13 A. No, I wouldn't, to be honest with you. I've replayed

14 that day thousands of times in my head since it

15 happened, but what seems like ten or fifteen minutes --

16 it couldn't have been that long purely and simply

17 because there was two colleagues behind me, as I was

18 approaching the train. Time seemed to just stand still.

19 I do remember the frustration of not being able to

20 contact upstairs, if you like, with my mobile phone.

21 I do remember lots of things happening that I needed to

22 do which was more important and, on reflection --

23 Q. You clearly were feeling very frustrated. You wanted

24 more people there and when they arrive you feel

25 relieved?
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 1 A. Basically, yes.

 2 Q. It feels like a lot of time has passed, but you simply

 3 can't say how long it was?

 4 A. That's right. I would have said -- because I've worked

 5 with my colleagues from St John's ambulance station for

 6 a few years and I trust them implicitly and I know they

 7 would be there as soon as they could.

 8 Q. Certainly. You've been asked a number of questions

 9 about resources and you described how you ran out of

10 oxygen and how your little orange box was empty.

11 A witness earlier referred to what was described as

12 the judicious use of analgesia to ensure it didn't run

13 out, so being sparing in the use of analgesia once they

14 realised what they were dealing with.

15 When you were tending to people within the bombed

16 carriage, were you conscious of needing to be sparing

17 with your equipment in any way to ensure you didn't run

18 out?

19 A. Not really, no. As for any analgesic, as an EMT4, the

20 only painkiller I could give, basically, is Entonox.

21 The analgesic you might be referring to was the

22 painkillers that paramedics would use.

23 Q. Of course, I wasn't asking you about you being sparing

24 with analgesia. I was just asking whether you felt you

25 had to be sparing with the equipment you had before you
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 1 then run out, as you've already described.

 2 A. No, I wouldn't say that at all, really.

 3 MS GALLAGHER: That's very helpful, thank you very much.

 4 A. Thank you.

 5 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders?

 6 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

 7 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Ward, I only have one matter I'd like your

 8 assistance with, please. It's when you're describing

 9 going down towards the two trains and it's partly what

10 you've just been asked.

11 You're aware that Mr Buck -- you're sure it's

12 Phil Buck, he's from the same station, St John's Wood?

13 A. I'm certain it was, I'm certain it was.

14 Q. Thank you. As you go down, you see a person we know to

15 be Jenny Nicholson, who is between the two trains, and

16 I think you've described her as lying there, as it were,

17 with her feet pointing towards you covered with

18 a light-coloured coat?

19 A. Mm-hmm.

20 Q. But you can't tell much more than that because of the

21 covering, but it's at that point you say to Phil Buck,

22 "Will you check this?", and you went on?

23 A. That's correct, yes.

24 Q. As I say, you were unable to tell even whether it was

25 a man or a woman?
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 1 A. No, I had no idea.

 2 MR SAUNDERS: All right. Then I won't ask you anything

 3 else, thank you very much.

 4 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Ward?

 5 There are no more questions for you, Mr Ward. I can

 6 only imagine how terrifying a scene it was that

 7 confronted you, and thank you for all you did to save

 8 lives in extraordinarily difficult circumstances.

 9 A. Thank you, my Lady.

10 MR KEITH: Thank you, my Lady. Thank you.

11 My Lady, Mr Hay will call the next witness.

12 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Thank you.

13 MR HAY: My Lady, may I invite you to call Jesal Joshi,

14 please?

15 MR JESAL JOSHI (affirmed)

16 Questions by MR HAY

17 MR HAY: Mr Joshi, can you give your full name to the court,

18 please?

19 A. Mr Jesal Joshi.

20 Q. Mr Joshi, you're also a paramedic who was based at

21 St John's Wood in July 2005?

22 A. That's correct.

23 Q. How long have you worked for the London Ambulance

24 Service?

25 A. At the time, it would have been eleven years.
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 1 Q. So since 1994?

 2 A. That's correct.

 3 Q. On that morning, is it right that you were sitting by

 4 the activation phone?

 5 A. That's correct.

 6 Q. Can you just explain to us what that is?

 7 A. Yes. Within our station, if you can just imagine a desk

 8 with a computer that the staff are allowed to use for

 9 whatever purposes, and just above that on the wall are

10 two phones, and one of them is coloured red, and when

11 that rings, that informs you that Central Ambulance

12 Control are trying to make you aware of an emergency.

13 Q. We know from evidence we heard yesterday that Mr Baker

14 and Mr Mars were dispatched to Edgware Road at about

15 09.09. Was that as a result of an activation call?

16 A. That's correct. I received that activation call.

17 Q. What were you told in that call?

18 A. If I remember correctly, it was an incident at

19 Edgware Road Underground station. The terms "power

20 surge" were mentioned. I'm not sure if I ever heard the

21 term "explosion" or of any injuries, but the crew were

22 to report on arrival what they found.

23 I passed this information on to Mr Baker and Mr Mars

24 and they promptly made their way to their ambulance and

25 left the station.
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 1 Q. There then came a point when another call was received?

 2 A. That's correct.

 3 Q. Do you recollect who took that call?

 4 A. I remember it to be my colleague, Mr Hearsum.

 5 Q. What were you told about that call?

 6 A. As you can imagine, I only heard Mr Hearsum's side of

 7 the conversation, but I quickly ascertained it was to do

 8 with the earlier call and the information we were

 9 getting was that this incident wasn't a hoax or a false

10 alarm; something had happened, and Mr Hearsum made it

11 quite clear that the remaining crews on the station were

12 required, and it was quite brief, and then, after that,

13 we all made our way to the vehicles.

14 Q. Given that the remaining crews at the station were all

15 required, did that give you an indication of the

16 significance of the incident?

17 A. Yes, yes. I think we all used our own common sense and

18 experience and judgment, because I also remember going

19 to collect extra equipment.

20 Q. We've heard from others who collected extra equipment.

21 Can you help us with what additional equipment you took

22 at that point?

23 A. Yes, unfortunately, I can't remember exactly what

24 I took, but I -- so I can't exactly tell you what items

25 they were. Unfortunately, I can't give you an
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 1 inventory.

 2 Q. But you knew it was necessary to take more than you

 3 normally stock?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. Who were you partnered with that day?

 6 A. My usual crew mate, who's Mr Alan Wymer.

 7 Q. The call sign for your ambulance was Echo 207?

 8 A. That's correct.

 9 Q. Can we have up on the screen, please, [LAS565-14], and

10 then at 09.18.51, we can see your call sign, Echo 207,

11 receive a message, Central Ambulance Control:

12 "Dispatched to ... Edgware Road station."

13 A. Yes.

14 Q. Does that accord with the time that you believed you

15 were dispatched to the station?

16 A. Yes, I can't remember the exact time, but that would

17 have been logged, so that's probably accurate.

18 Q. Then can we go on --

19 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Sorry to interrupt, is that the time

20 when you get the second call or is that the time you

21 leave the station?

22 A. That's the time that a message is sent electronically to

23 a computer terminal in our ambulance. So it corresponds

24 to the time we would have got the call on the station.

25 By the time we physically got from the station to the
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 1 store room to the ambulance, may well have been

 2 a minute, no more than a minute or two.

 3 MR HAY: May we then turn to page 19 [LAS565-19], please? At 09.23.21,

 4 we can see there your call sign:

 5 "Status updated to red at scene Edgware Road

 6 station."

 7 A. That's right.

 8 Q. On your arrival, what confronted you?

 9 A. I remember turning into Chapel Street and I remember

10 seeing at least two other ambulances, possibly three.

11 Only -- possibly one fire engine. Certainly lots of

12 people exiting the station, who all looked distressed.

13 They all had varying degrees of dishevelledness or soot

14 or -- you know, they appeared to have been in some sort

15 of incident.

16 Q. Of the ambulances you saw which were already there, did

17 any of them have their blue lights on, or did all of

18 them, or did one of them?

19 A. I can't remember.

20 Q. The reason why I'm asking is that, at a major incident,

21 isn't the first ambulance on the scene meant to leave

22 its blue lights on so everyone knows that's the place to

23 go to get a debrief and get information?

24 A. Yes, I believe that's the procedure.

25 Q. When you got out of your ambulance, was there someone
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 1 there to meet you and debrief you?

 2 A. No, I don't recall meeting any of my colleagues until

 3 further down --

 4 Q. What did you do in those circumstances?

 5 A. Me and Mr Wymer collected what equipment we thought

 6 would be necessary, because obviously the scene of the

 7 incident would be quite far from the ambulance. So we

 8 took everything we thought would be required and we

 9 started to make our way into the station.

10 Q. When you got into the station, the foyer, there were

11 a number of casualties there, weren't there?

12 A. That's right, and either I was distracted by, or drawn

13 to, or someone actually physically pulled me over to,

14 a young lady who had quite severe facial burns and

15 I knew that facial burns might appear to be minor at

16 first, but they can develop quite quickly into something

17 quite serious. So I chose to stop and treat this lady.

18 Q. I think we know that lady to be Davinia Turrell.

19 A. I believe so. I just -- from subsequent media reports,

20 I put two and two together that this was the same lady.

21 I haven't had it confirmed.

22 Q. Whilst you were treating that lady, did any of your

23 colleagues approach you to provide you with further

24 instructions as to what to do?

25 A. That's right. I was then approached by Phil Buck, who's
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 1 a colleague of mine, who said that -- I can't remember

 2 his words exactly, but he made it quite clear that

 3 whatever was going on in the foyer was nothing compared

 4 to what was going on at track level. So I was required

 5 at track level.

 6 Q. Mr Buck was allocated the role of Bronze medic. Was he

 7 wearing anything to distinguish him as Bronze medic at

 8 that point?

 9 A. Not that I recall, and I'm not sure if he was Bronze

10 medic at that point.

11 Q. It may be that subsequently he was appointed to that

12 role.

13 A. That's right, yes.

14 Q. Following his instructions, you then made your way down

15 to the platform --

16 A. That's right.

17 Q. -- and onto the tracks. It was confirmed to you,

18 I think by Underground staff, that it was safe to walk

19 along the tracks. Is that right?

20 A. That's right.

21 Q. We've heard a lot of evidence about the scene in the

22 tunnel as you approach it. I think you approached the

23 train on the left-hand side, the bombed train. Is that

24 correct?

25 A. No, I approached between the two trains, so on the right

117

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 of the bombed train towards the other train, but

 2 before -- not -- before too long, I was redirected to

 3 approach the bombed train from what would have been the

 4 rear and walk through the train.

 5 Q. Who redirected you?

 6 A. I can't remember. I believe it to be

 7 a London Underground employee.

 8 Q. You boarded the bombed train and made your way through

 9 the carriages --

10 A. That's right.

11 Q. -- to what we know is the bombed carriage. Whilst you

12 were making your way through the train, was there any

13 lighting on in the carriages?

14 A. Not that I remember. I think I may have mentioned in my

15 statement what I thought was kind of similar to what you

16 see on an aeroplane during the emergency procedures.

17 Some sort of emergency lighting.

18 Q. In your statement, you say:

19 "I remember that the carriage lighting was on. It

20 may have been emergency lighting."

21 A. Yes, exactly. It certainly wasn't the full lighting

22 you'd expect on an Underground train.

23 Q. We've heard from your colleagues this morning it appears

24 that they were already ahead of you in the bombed

25 carriage, although not necessarily by much. When you
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 1 arrived in the carriage, what did you think it was

 2 necessary to do at that point?

 3 A. Can you be -- can you be more specific?

 4 Q. Was there a specific role which you thought you had in

 5 mind as you entered the bomb carriage which you thought

 6 you needed to perform?

 7 A. No, not particularly a role. Ahead of me were already

 8 two or three colleagues and, as you approached the

 9 scene, it became quite evident who needed help and who

10 was there to help them, if anybody.

11 Q. In your statement, you said this:

12 "I may have been one of the first medics to have

13 arrived in the carriage with a triage pack. It was my

14 initial intention to start a triage process."

15 A. Yes, if my statement says that, then -- I definitely

16 remember having the triage pack, and I think the

17 intention would have been to look around at the patients

18 and see who needed help first. But my colleagues before

19 me had already kind of done that and naturally

20 progressed to people that were severely injured.

21 Q. In the process of conducting triage, I think you noticed

22 a number of individuals in the carriage, some of whom

23 were deceased. If we could have up on the screen,

24 please, [INQ8564-2].

25 Now, Mr Joshi, do you remember marking a plan

119

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 identifying individuals in the carriage?

 2 A. Yes, I recognise that.

 3 Q. What do you remember about the person you marked at A?

 4 A. I'm getting confused what I wrote in my statement now,

 5 but there was certainly a deceased male very close to me

 6 who I definitely rolled over, confirmed they were

 7 deceased and tagged that gentleman.

 8 Q. Do you remember anything about what that gentleman was

 9 wearing?

10 A. I believe it to have been a dark suit.

11 Q. Are you able to say anything about that gentleman's age?

12 A. Yes, he was certainly younger than me or of my age.

13 I mean, at the time, I would have been 32 or 33, and he

14 may have been in his mid-to-late 20s.

15 Q. You remember rolling him over and tagging him. Did

16 anyone assist you in that process?

17 A. Yes, I can't remember who exactly assisted, but

18 I remember Chris Woofenden and Nick Mars being close by

19 to me.

20 Q. Before you tagged that person, did you check them for

21 signs of life?

22 A. Yes, certainly. That was the whole idea of rolling him

23 over, checking that the airway was clear and there

24 was -- even though the airway was clear, there was still

25 no signs of life. So I felt centrally for a pulse,
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 1 which is the carotid pulse at the neck, and there wasn't

 2 one, unfortunately.

 3 Q. You've also marked someone at point B and it's quite

 4 difficult to see on the plan, but that's over seats 5

 5 and 6. What do you recollect of that person?

 6 A. I can't remember, because the lighting was such that,

 7 even though I remained in the area marked A and B,

 8 I never went much further than that. Everything beyond

 9 where I was standing was just silhouettes and shapes,

10 really. So I couldn't tell you whether it was male or

11 female or on the chairs or on the floor. I can't

12 remember. But I remember -- yes, I remember my

13 colleagues were, at this point, at that end of the

14 train.

15 Q. In your statement, you refer to the person you marked at

16 B as being lifeless.

17 A. Yes.

18 Q. Do you recollect whether or not there was anyone with

19 them checking them at that point or are you unable to

20 say?

21 A. Not at that point.

22 Q. You've obviously heard the evidence this morning and

23 that suggested that there were two bodies, one close to

24 where you've marked point A, but also another one in or

25 around the areas between double doors D3 and D4.
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 1 How sure are you that there was a person in the area

 2 marked B?

 3 A. Marked B, so that's around seats 5 and 6?

 4 Q. Around seats 5 and 6.

 5 A. My recollection at this point is less than it would have

 6 been at the time, but I do remember -- so the other side

 7 of the explosion, there were -- there was at least one

 8 lifeless body, if not two. Yes, probably just the one,

 9 if I've marked that one as B.

10 Q. If it assists, at point D by double doors D2 you refer

11 to seeing Mr Meyer over there next to two lifeless

12 bodies. Does that jog your memory at all?

13 A. It does, because I know I passed the triage tags to him

14 so I assumed he needed them for the same purpose that

15 I used mine for.

16 Q. Once you had completed the triage process in the area

17 you were in, were you expecting further resources to

18 arrive to assist you in both treating those individuals

19 and then moving any individuals which were -- who

20 remained alive out of the carriage?

21 A. Yes, at that point, I assumed we would get as many

22 colleagues as possible to the site to do our work.

23 Q. When did it become apparent to you that there were no

24 further colleagues arriving?

25 A. Phil Buck reappeared on the train carriage and told me
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 1 that there were -- I can't remember the time line, but

 2 I know that I left the train carriage to retrieve

 3 equipment with Chris Woofenden and Alan Wymer and

 4 I spoke to Pete Swan briefly at foyer level or actually

 5 at the entrance to the station. He told me no more

 6 resources were available and he told me at that time

 7 about the other incidents that were happening at the

 8 same time.

 9 Then I also remember meeting Phil Buck on the train

10 carriage. I think that was probably afterwards, because

11 I think it was in reference to the American girl that

12 I was treating. He said to me that I would have to

13 accompany her to hospital.

14 Q. Prior to that, it is apparent from what you said that

15 you had to leave the carriage, and you mentioned that

16 you left with Mr Woofenden and I think Mr Wymer as well.

17 A. That's right.

18 Q. Why was it necessary for you to leave the carriage?

19 A. In particular, the pieces of equipment we needed were

20 these orthopaedic scoop stretchers, which are metal,

21 they're quite bulky, and if you're not in the Ambulance

22 Service, it might be difficult to locate these on an

23 ambulance and the associated straps that we use to

24 attach to people to carry them upstairs and at angles

25 safely.

123

Hearing transcripts – 23 November 2010 – Morning session

Reproduced courtesy of www.independent.gov.uk/7julyinquests

PDF print version produced & hosted by J7: The July 7th Truth Campaign - www.julyseventh.co.uk



 1 So at least, I mean, by that time, it was obvious

 2 that we were needing four or five of these scoop

 3 stretchers, so it would take two or three people to

 4 carry these or go back, retrieve them and ask other

 5 members of other services to help us retrieve them.

 6 Q. We know from evidence we've heard that you, like others,

 7 didn't have any means of communication with ground level

 8 at the station --

 9 A. That's right.

10 Q. -- so you had no alternative but to leave. As you said,

11 Mr Woofenden had to leave and Mr Wymer as well with you.

12 We've also heard that Mr Mars had to leave, Mr Chandler

13 had to leave, Mr Ward had to leave at different points,

14 as well as did Ms Pitkin.

15 It seems that, although you were all doing your

16 best, at one point or another all of you were struggling

17 to get the requisite equipment that you needed. Would

18 that be fair?

19 A. I'm not aware of the others that you've mentioned that

20 weren't with me that left the carriage for the street

21 level, and it may well have happened at different times.

22 Q. But you were all struggling effectively from the same

23 problem of lack of communications?

24 A. I think communications would have assisted with bringing

25 some equipment to us, but as I said earlier, unless you
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 1 have the right people who know what the equipment is at

 2 street level, it's safer for us to do it.

 3 Q. You made your way, as you said, back up to the station

 4 level before then returning back down. I think when you

 5 went back down, you were informed at that point that

 6 there were no more resources coming because of the other

 7 incidents which were occurring in London. Is that

 8 correct?

 9 A. That's right.

10 Q. When you returned back to the carriage, were all of the

11 casualties being attended to or was anyone not being

12 attended to?

13 A. Well, I've written in my statement -- so, as you're

14 aware, that was nearer the time -- I remember returning

15 and there being what I now know to be this young

16 American girl, and she was being tended to by a female

17 who happened to be a doctor, I believe, or a nurse,

18 because she helped me with some procedures, and she

19 didn't have any LAS personnel at her side when

20 I returned.

21 Q. That's because the other LAS personnel who were in the

22 carriage were assisting other casualties?

23 A. That's right.

24 Q. The American girl -- I think you've marked her at point

25 E between seats 7 and 8 and 26 and 25 --
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 1 A. Yes, she was certainly in that area.

 2 Q. -- you provided treatment to her. Did you have

 3 sufficient pain relief for her?

 4 A. No, I can categorically state that this young lady

 5 didn't receive any pain relief from the moment she

 6 received those injuries to the time she got to hospital,

 7 because I didn't have any to give her -- or, sorry, she

 8 didn't receive any during the time I was with her. But

 9 because it was me who placed an IV, the intravenous

10 drip, she certainly couldn't have had any intravenous

11 medication prior to my treating her. She may well have

12 had gas and air, I don't know about that.

13 Q. Did none of your colleagues have any intravenous pain

14 relief which they could provide you to give to her?

15 A. No, I remember asking if anyone had any -- it was called

16 tramadol, the medication available to us at that time,

17 and there was none available.

18 Q. There then came a point when it was necessary to move

19 the casualties out, and we've heard concern about

20 secondary devices. Obviously you were concerned to

21 remove the casualties as quickly as possible, not only

22 so that they could get treatment, but also to minimise

23 any risk arising from secondary devices.

24 Did that process seem to take longer than you would

25 wish it to have taken?
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 1 A. No, all things considered, the environment we were in

 2 and the equipment we had -- or we had the right

 3 equipment, actually, it ran fairly smoothly. The only

 4 issue was, obviously, everyone was laid out on these

 5 stretchers, which are quite cumbersome, and we were in

 6 what, you know, might seem to most people as quite

 7 a wide train carriage, but they have these handles in

 8 the middle which then narrows the space down.

 9 So the kind of mini area I was in, which is the area

10 marked between seats 7 and 10 and 26 to 23, 23 to 26,

11 I think I believe that mini scene within itself had

12 three or four patients lined up on scoop stretchers and

13 then they were carried out in single file back towards

14 the right of the train as we look at this diagram and

15 through the train and exiting onto the train tracks and

16 that was our egress.

17 Q. It seems there came a point when quite an efficient

18 process was put in place for the removal of those

19 casualties?

20 A. Yes, I believe, given the environment we were in, it ran

21 very smoothly.

22 Q. I think you went with Ms Benton to St Mary's, is that

23 right?

24 A. That's correct.

25 Q. Then, once you'd been to St Mary's, you then returned to
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 1 the Metropole Hotel?

 2 A. Yes, I went back to the Edgware Road site to try to

 3 reunite myself with my colleague Alan Wymer, and then we

 4 were approached by someone from the hotel, a London

 5 Ambulance Service officer wearing a tabard, asking us if

 6 we could assist in the hotel, and we did that.

 7 Q. You did that and then you moved on to Russell Square

 8 afterwards --

 9 A. That's right.

10 Q. -- and took casualties from Russell Square to Great

11 Ormond Street?

12 A. No, the lady I took went from Russell Square to

13 St Thomas's Hospital.

14 MR HAY: Thank you very much. I have no more questions for

15 you. Others may, but I suspect --

16 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Ms Gallagher, what do you think about

17 timing? You're under no pressure of time.

18 MS GALLAGHER: I have two very short matters. Mr Hay has

19 covered everything else, if that assists.

20 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders, any idea?

21 MR SAUNDERS: I don't think I'll have much at all, my Lady.

22 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Shall we see if we can complete the

23 witness? Thank you.

24 Questions by MS GALLAGHER

25 MS GALLAGHER: Mr Joshi, you've given a statement to the
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 1 Metropolitan Police.

 2 A. That's right.

 3 Q. It's dated 10 November 2005.

 4 A. Okay.

 5 Q. So four months after the explosion occurred.

 6 A. Okay.

 7 Q. The sketch which accompanied it, which you were taken to

 8 earlier, that was made at the same time presumably?

 9 A. Yes, I assume so.

10 Q. Did you make any notes or sketches at the time

11 in July 2005?

12 A. No.

13 Q. So the sketch, if we could have it on screen, [INQ8564-2],

14 that was drawn from memory four months later?

15 A. That's right.

16 Q. You've been asked some quite detailed questions about

17 the person at point B, whom you describe in your

18 statement as a lifeless body, although today you very

19 understandably couldn't recall much about that person.

20 Is it possible that, after four months, when you

21 were drawing that sketch from memory you couldn't

22 remember with precision where that body was?

23 A. Possibly. Yes, I mean, the exact location of them,

24 having seen other people's diagrams, they were certainly

25 towards the area between the double doors and on the
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 1 right side, towards double door D3, and certainly one of

 2 them I turned over and assessed and the other one was

 3 behind that one.

 4 Q. Certainly. Now, you referred today and in your

 5 statement to person A being at seat 7. So you seem to

 6 remember with quite a lot of detail where that person

 7 was and that's the person who you checked. So would it

 8 be right to say that person B was generally in that area

 9 between double doors D3 and D4, you think more towards

10 the top of the graph as we look at it, towards D3, but

11 you can't be certain of his location -- or his or her

12 location -- at seats 5 and 6?

13 A. That's right. I mean, I haven't got my statement in

14 front of me, but whichever one I describe as the

15 younger, the 25- to 35-year-old gentleman --

16 Q. Yes, that's person A?

17 A. That's person A. In that case, the other deceased's

18 body was further than him, because I wouldn't have gone

19 past one to check the other, if you understand what

20 I mean. I checked the one that was literally at my feet

21 and I know there was one behind him. So possibly,

22 yes -- sorry, I'm confusing E there with B. E was where

23 I treated the American girl.

24 Q. B is up on the top left at seats 5 and 6.

25 A. A was right by my feet where I spent a good five or ten
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 1 minutes, and then in towards double doors D3 was another

 2 lifeless body.

 3 Q. That's very helpful, Mr Joshi. There's just one other

 4 quick matter.

 5 When you left the carriage because you had no choice

 6 to go and get the equipment, did you approach at any

 7 stage the Fire Service personnel when you were outside?

 8 A. Yes, I do remember asking someone, I believe it probably

 9 was a senior officer I would have addressed, I would

10 have guessed that on his -- the colour of his helmet and

11 rankings on there.

12 Q. What did you ask him for?

13 A. I did ask about lighting, about how long would it be

14 before we had lighting down there.

15 Q. What you said in your statement, Mr Joshi, was -- when

16 you left, you say:

17 "In addition, the main thing we needed was light to

18 work to. The conditions were cramped, dark and full of

19 debris."

20 Then you say that you saw some of the Fire Service

21 outside and asked if they could get lighting down to you

22 as quickly as possible.

23 Do you recall more lighting ever arriving before you

24 left the carriage?

25 A. Yes, I recall it arriving just as we were leaving with
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 1 those procession of patients on the scoop stretchers.

 2 Q. So you'd managed to do everything you did in the dark in

 3 those cramped conditions?

 4 A. Yes.

 5 MS GALLAGHER: Thank you very much, Mr Joshi, I've nothing

 6 further.

 7 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Mr Saunders?

 8 Questions by MR SAUNDERS

 9 MR SAUNDERS: Mr Joshi, there is only one matter I'd like

10 your assistance with and in part you've already answered

11 it. For your benefit, it's the time when you're talking

12 about Andy Meyer. He's inside the carriage towards what

13 you've marked as position D, when you passed to him the

14 triage pack.

15 A. That's what I recall.

16 Q. That's what you recall. Were you in court this morning

17 when Mr Meyer was giving evidence?

18 A. I was.

19 Q. Do you remember he couldn't quite remember when, if at

20 all, but putting the two together, would it not appear

21 this: that Mr Meyer is with two lifeless bodies towards

22 we can see -- towards double doors D1, D2, and at some

23 point you pass to him the triage pack so that he can use

24 the labels there, he being with two lifeless bodies in

25 that area?
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 1 A. Yes, I can't -- I can't assume that that's what he did

 2 with them. All I can recall is --

 3 Q. We know this. He's in that area.

 4 A. Yes.

 5 Q. There are two lifeless bodies. You pass the pack to

 6 him, and, as you remember Mr Meyer saying this morning,

 7 he can't now remember but he thinks he may have at some

 8 stage attached labels.

 9 A. Yes, all those facts you mentioned are correct.

10 Q. It's obviously a matter for her Ladyship, not for you

11 and I, Mr Joshi, but it does appear that that seems to

12 be the point when -- we know labels were attached to

13 Laura, you see, so it seems to be that that's the point

14 there.

15 A. Possibly, yes.

16 MR SAUNDERS: All right. Thank you very much. Thank you,

17 my Lady.

18 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: Any other questions for Mr Joshi?

19 Those are all the questions we have for you,

20 Mr Joshi. I don't know if you were told, but yesterday

21 a witness said that, if he were in dire medical trouble,

22 he'd want a crew from St John's Wood ambulance station

23 to go to his aid. I'm beginning to understand why.

24 Thank you for all that you did that day.

25 A. Thank you, my Lady.
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 1 LADY JUSTICE HALLETT: 2.10 pm.

 2 (1.10 pm)

 3 (The short adjournment)

 4
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